
Psalm 119:129–136 
How Wisdom Saves Us from Hell 

Tuesday, September 10, 2024 ▫ Read Psalm 119:129–136 

Questions from the Scripture text: What are wonderful (v129a)? What is the right response to this (v129b)? What does the opening/declaration of God’s words give (v130a)? What does it 
give to whom (v130b)? 

What does a life of worship look like? Psalm 119:129–136 looks forward to opening portion of morning public worship on the coming Lord’s Day. In these eight 
verses of Holy Scripture, the Holy Spirit teaches us that a life of worship sees the truth about God, and about ourselves, forming longing for Him by His Word.   

It is against the backdrop of the wonderful God and His wonderful testimonies (v129a) that we understand ourselves as being in darkness, being simple (v130). 
But this God declares His Words to us and solves our darkness and naiveté. Our soul must long for His commandments (v131) to keep them (v129b). Are your 
longings characterized by this desire? Ultimately, it is a desire not just for His Words, but for His grace. Mercy that directs our steps and frees us from sin (v132–
133) and arranges providence to enable our obedience (v134). The shining face of favor that teaches us such love for His Word (v135) that one of our most 
intense griefs is for it not being kept (v136).  

How does your longing for God and His Word appear in the habits of your life? In your emotions? 

Sample prayer:  Lord, Your testimonies are wonderful, and the declarations of Your Word give light. We pant with longing for You in Your Word. Shine Your face upon 
us, teaching us, Yourself, through Christ, AMEN! 

Suggested songs: ARP119R “Your Testimonies I Have Kept” or TPH119Q “Wonderful Are Your Statutes, LORD” 

”(The following is a machine-generated transcription. PLEASE BE AWARE of—and patient with—transcribing errors. If there is 
something confusing or obviously erroneous, you are invited to listen to the audio recording via hopewellarp.org) 

Psalm 119 verses 129 through 136. These are God's words. Your testimonies are wonderful. Therefore my soul keeps them. The entrance of your word gives light, it gives 
understanding to the simple. I opened my mouth and panted for. I longed for your Commandments. Look upon me and be merciful to me. 
 
As is your custom toward those who love your name. Direct my steps by your word. And let no iniquity have dominion over me. Redeem me from the oppression of man. 
That I may keep your presets. Make your face shine. Upon your servant. And teach me your statutes. Rivers of water. 
 
Run down from my eyes. Because men do not keep your law. 
 
Men so far, the reading of God. Inspired. And Aaron tort 
 
In our flesh, have too high a view of ourselves. It was a lie from the devil. That we could be made like God. By sinning. And ever since we committed that transgression, In 
our first father, Adam, we have Thought of ourselves like Gods. And we have had this inflated view of ourselves. 
 
But you notice in verse 130. Um how it is that we come to realize that we're in the dark. It's when his word enters and gives us light. How is it that we come to realize that 
we are foolish that we are naive and simple. It's when his word enters and gives understanding the entrance of your word. 
 
Words, gives light. It gives understanding to the simple. And how does his word show us that? We are in darkness and foolish and naive. Well it shows us him. So that we 
can see by comparison. It would be. Um and infinitely, greater example, of someone who played a sport or an instrument or something, and they were from a town of a 
couple hundred, and they got to be better at it than anybody else in the town. 
 
And then they went to a great competition where the very best from How each of the nations of the world were there? And they tried to play their sport, or their 
instrument or whatever it was, It wouldn't be. Until they were around that, which Was so much greater than they were that their illusion of their own ability and 
proficiency would burst How infinitely more. 
 
Is the illusion of our being. Intelligent and wise and good. that are flesh. Each of us, each of you. from your flesh from the nature that you Obtained in your first father, 
Adam. have such an opinion of yourselves. But praise God, he comes by his word. 
 
And when he comes by his word, and he shows us himself, His wonderful testimonies abandons. The idea that we have light or wisdom in ourselves, realizes how much 
we are in darkness and foolish. And we devote ourselves to keeping his word with our whole self. And so your testimonies are wonderful. 
 
Therefore my soul keeps them. The entrance of your words gives light. It gives understanding to the simple. And when we come to know him, like that, we come to long 
for him. how can we? Keep that which we do not know. And, Word picture, in verse 131, I opened my mouth and panted For I longed, for Commandments. 
 
We don't become. Where we don't remain once we have learned. How glorious God is and how his word is, what teaches us, what he is like, and Gives us light and 
understanding. So that we may know him and belong to him, serve him. Well, we are no longer content in ourselves. 
 
we feel that we must have him. By means of his word, we must have his word or else we will die. I opened my mouth and panted for. I longed for your Commandments 
like someone who is super thirsty and parched. Opening our mouths and just longing for him. 
 
And, I wonder for each of us in each. Each of you should. Think about this for yourself. Do I long for his word? Do I desire? His work. Like someone. has been so thirsty. 
 
I opened my mouth and panted. For I For your Commandments. Ultimately, we don't just desire his words but we desire him himself. We desire. His grace to bring us near 
but in order for us to be brought near We also must be. holy And so, The the next request or the request in verse 132 is look upon me and be merciful to me. 
 
As your custom is toward those who love your name, direct my steps by your word. And let no iniquity. Have dominion over me. We desire that Mercy from God. Which 
just directs our steps and frees us from sin. So that we may come to him. Know his word keep his word. 
 
Belong to him. And please. This is. the great goal and so the great danger when we are oppressed by men is not that They might get their way with us, but that God might 
not Get from us. What he has commanded us. Note verse 134 and The request in 134. 
 
And its relationship to. The result. at which the request aims, the request is redeem me from the oppression of man. But the result at which it is is that I may keep your 
presets. It is because we are still so fleshly that in every situation where we are in trouble. 
 



We tend to think of how can I get this trouble? What are they trying? To do to me, how can I get out of this trouble? What are they? Trying to do to me. How can I bring 
about the? Resulting situation. That I want. Rather than in the time of trouble saying what are the spiritual dangers that face me now? 
 
How am I in danger of sinning? in this circumstance. But it's if we think that way, if we think according to the spirit, if we think according to the new nature, the Life of Christ 
in us applied by his holy spirit. That's when we say How am I in danger of sinning in this situation? 
 
And that's when we pray things, like 134 redeem me from the oppression of man that I may keep your precepts. That's what we are. Desiring. That's to Desire. 
 
Redemption that we're looking for is not just the removal of the oppression. Beginning of 1, verse verse beginning of verse 134, but the knowing of God and the knowing 
of the pleasure of God and the love of God, as he teaches us, how to love him who first loved us. 
 
Make your face shine upon your servant. And teach me your statutes. We see the great goodness of God. That he would make us to know him and to know his love for us 
and his pleasure in us make your face shine upon your servants. Every once in a while. 
 
I hope it's more than that but certainly not by comparison to our heavenly father. Your Earthly father. Who has great thankfulness to God for you and great Delight in you 
enjoys to smile upon you. and praise God. Family worship is a time in which we get to do that. 
 
a large amount. But it's just the smallest picture. Of what it is. That God the Father Son, and Holy Spirit, Yahweh, the true and living God, who has all glory and goodness, 
even all existence, inherent to himself. That he makes his face shine upon us. That he takes us to be his very own and gives us that wonderful title your servant And, Verse 
135. 
 
And so that when he teaches us his statutes, he's not. Doing it, merely as A tyrant trying to get us to do what he wants. He's giving us to embrace the, the privilege, the 
nobility, the greatness. Of that title that he has placed upon us. Your servant. We are his servants and because we're his servants, we need to know his statutes so that we 
may do what he says. 
 
As those who belong to him, and those who belong to him in love and in Delight because he's making his face shine on us as he teaches us his statutes and we love to do 
what he says because we belong to him and he loves us and he's made us to love him and to know his love for us. 
 
Well, once you know, God that way. And once you have come to view obedience to God, that way, How much worse is it? That there are so many who do not keep his 
law. Who live in that willful darkness. That willful foolishness. Where the word has not yet entered. 
 
And shown them that they were in darkness and Folly and given them. Light and understanding like verse 130 said, And the light that they're lacking is The Shining of God's 
face upon them. And so for the honor of God, and His glory, whose law is broken. And even out of Delight in what he has given us and therefore grief over those who 
Willfully, refuse it. 
 
When we come into the Of belonging to God. Well, in this life, Because it is in this life and And there are so many, who Are in darkness. Without God and without hope in 
the world. The great joy of being a Christian. Is joined to the great grief. Of seeing those who do not keep his law. 
 
Even in the church. Do not keep his law. Because, Men-Centered in their view of Salvation. Even when they say, 
 
Even when they hold to a proper view of Justification and how we're made right with God. And they say, well, it's only by what Jesus has done and not by what we have 
done. And then They take aspects of that and because they don't listen to how the Bible talks about sanctification. 
 
They say, so you better not try to keep his law. Which is exactly the opposite of what actually happens in someone when God is saving them. They come to love his law, 
like all of some. 119 says, and so it's very man-centered. How does man become Right with God and therefore, let man Be ultra careful not to. 
 
Mess that up. But it misses, It. Misses what God is saving us for? And that's, of course a what question with whom answer. It is for himself. And for the knowledge of his 
love to us and for the shining of his face on us and the enjoyment of his Delight in And, Missing that about God and loving to learn his statutes because we belong to him 
and we enjoy expressing our belonging to him by keeping his laws and learning his laws. 
 
Now, the psalmist is among Israel. And yet, he's looking around Israel as it were in verse 136. And seeing that there are those who do not keep God's law and he says, 
Rivers of water. Run down from my eyes. Because men do not keep your law. So, there's Great instruction and challenge here. 
 
I think for us, just in our minds and in our hearts. For each of us to ask ourselves. Do I? Enjoy The Shining of God's face upon me. And do I try to learn his statutes because 
when I do what he says, it's one of the ways that That the fact that I belong to him gets displayed and I love enjoying that, I belong to him and displaying that I belong to 
him. 
 
So there's a question about our joy and our Delight for each of us to ask ourselves here. And then there's a question about our grief, Or lack thereof. Are we profoundly 
moved? That God's law isn't kept. And especially that it isn't kept in the churches. 
 
Well. His holy spirit, conform us. To Christ. Take away our Darkness, take away our Folly. Give us the light and the wisdom of the Lord Jesus. And conform. Even our actions 
and our affections to the Lord Jesus as well. Amen, let's pray. 
 
Our Father. Truly, your testimonies are wonderful and we thank you for. Coming near Now, by. The scriptures which you have. Caused to be recorded for us. We pray that 
your same, Holy Who carried the men along and has preserved. The scriptures for us to this day that He would help each of us as we think about your word as we ask 
ourselves these questions that your WordPresses upon us. 
 
We pray, Lord that you. Give us to see your light and to see your wisdom and To abandon Self-Satisfaction. That we might be hungry and thirsty and long. For you by 
means of your word. Grant that your spirit would conform us both to the joys and to the griefs of the Lord Jesus. 
 
We ask In his name. Amen. 


