Title: The Parable of the Lost Sheep
Scripture: Luke 15:1-7
Series: Bilingual

1. Introduction —

a. The passage before us today is a well-known parable
of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. It is a parable
that offers a glimpse into the very heart of heaven and
God’s holy affections. Within the parable, we find the
joy expressed in heaven at the conversion of a solitary
sinner.

b. Our chapter contains three closely related parables:
The Lost Sheep, The Lost Coin, and The Lost Son.

1. The three parables have one central theme: The
Father's yearning love for the lost. It is that theme
on which the emphasis 1is placed throughout. The
shepherd seeks the one lost sheep. The woman
searches until she has found the one lost coin.
The father's heart goes out to his lost son.

1. In the first parable, one sheep out of a
hundred is lost;

2. In the second parable, one coin out of ten is
lost;

3. In the third parable, one son out of two is
lost.

c. Today, we consider to what extent we, as Christians,
are bound to seek the lost.
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2. Verse 1: Sinners welcome: Now the tax collectors and
sinners were all drawing near to hear him.
a. In our story, we first encounter the type of people who
were drawn to Jesus. We see the Lord surrounded by
a group of tax collectors and sinners. In our parable,
the straying sheep represent this group.
1. A tax collector was a hated individual, often a
Jew working for the oppressive government of
Rome—a traitor who would enrich himself on the
backs of his people.
1. Sinners: All other people of bad reputation.
These were the unrepentant masses who lived
outside of God’s holy law.
b. It was particularly this group that willingly came and
drew near to Jesus because, in Jesus, they found hope
like no other.

3. Verse 2 — Hypocrites come — And the Pharisees and the
scribes grumbled, saying, “This man receives sinners and
eats with them.”

a. The second group present were Pharisees and Scripes.
Beloved noticed the disdain of this religious group for
the first group: the sinners.
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b. They criticize Jesus for entertaining these types of
people. They refused to believe that their Messiah
would have anything to do with these wretches. In
their understanding, God was for morally religious
people like themselves.

1. To this group, associating with people of this
class was considered contaminating; eating with
them was outrageous!

ii. The religious leaders hated Jesus for
demonstrating grace to sinners. In their view,
these cast-offs were not worthy of the Gospel,
grace, or God’s love.

1. These religious leaders are represented by
the 99 sheep in the parable.

c. Beloved, our parable reveals the compassionate heart
of God. He speaks to the cast-offs and invites them
into the kingdom of God. His very purpose in coming
was to bring salvation to them:

1. Luke 19:10 For the Son of Man came to seek
and to save the lost.”

ii. And even today, salvation is freely offered to the
lost. However, religious hypocrites are rarely
saved because they habitually condemn others
and falsely justify themselves.
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ii1. This is the purpose of our parable. The sheep in
this parable do not represent the children of God
like in other parables. Don’t make that mistake.
The 99 sheep are the self-righteous hypocrites
Christ does not go after because they think they
are fine. The straying sheep represents those who
are lost and know it. They are helpless and
unable to help themselves, lost in a dangerous
and dark world, and at great expense, Jesus goes
after them and saves them.

4. Verses 3 and 4: The Good Shepherd: So he told them this
parable: (4) “What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if
he has lost one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in
the open country, and go after the one that is lost, until he
finds 1t?

a. To expose the terrible mistake the Pharisees were
making and the horrible wrong they were committing,
and at the same time to convince them of this so that
even now they might turn from their wicked attitude
toward those who needed compassion and help, Jesus
tells this parable.

b. So Jesus says, “What man of you, having a hundred
sheep, if he has lost one of them, does not leave...
and go after the one that is lost?” By this, Jesus
demonstrates that every good shepherd would do such
a thing. Moreover, a shepherd’s search would not be
halfhearted, not merely a token search. No, he would
leave behind the ninety-nine and look for that one lost
sheep until he finds it!
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1. His preoccupation would be reaching the lost
sheep before it was too late. He would search
diligently for it, fearing that savage animals
might destroy it. He would not want the sheep to
be eaten by predators or killed by the elements.
His compassionate heart would go after the lost
sheep.

c. Can we not see the contrast in the attitude of Jesus
toward the sinners and that of the Pharisees? The
religious, self-justified, had no compassion for
wayward sinners. They did not care if they died in
their sins, devoured by Satan and his lies. Jesus was
and continues to be completely different than this. He
is the good shepherd who sacrifices everything to save
the lost sheep. He goes after the lost, and so should
we!

1. 1 Timothy 1:15 The saying is trustworthy and
deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus
came into the world to save sinners, of whom I
am the foremost.

5. Verse 5: God’s Tender Salvation: And when he has found
it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing.

a. Having found the lost sheep, the shepherd is overcome
with joy. The sheep has not been destroyed but rather
saved.

b. Notice with what tenderness the shepherd takes hold
of this lost sheep.
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1. He binds the feet of the sheep together and drapes
the sheep over his neck. It is the shepherd who
will carry the sheep home to safety through that
treacherous and hilly countryside.

1. This carrying comes at a considerable effort
for the shepherd. Yet, because of the joy of
finding what was lost, the shepherd is not
bothered but enthusiastically carries the
sheep to the safety of salvation.

2. If it were not for the shepherd, the sheep
could never find the way and would have
been eternally destroyed. The sheep that
was lost was utterly unable to help himself.

c. Beloved, here we find the Gospel. Christ is the Good
Shepherd. Man is utterly lost and cannot find the way.
At great expense to himself, at the cross, Jesus goes
after the lost. He rejoices when he finds them, and he
grants them eternal life.

1. Acts 4:12 And there is salvation in no one else,
for there is no other name under heaven given
among men by which we must be saved.”

6. Verse 6: The Joy of Salvation is Contagious: And when he
comes home, he calls together his friends and his
neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have
found my sheep that was lost.’
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a. The shepherd rejoices, and this is not simply because
of the recovery from a physical loss. No, he loves that
sheep. His shepherd's heart rejoices because the sheep
was not devoured or did not perish in some horrible
way. The shepherd even invites his friends and
neighbors to rejoice with him.

b. This is something that the Pharisees could not do.
They could not rejoice at the offer of salvation to the
Lost. To them, sinners must necessarily be shunned
and destroyed. God was for people like them, “good
people.”

c. However, Jesus contradicts this thinking in this
parable.

1. God’s joy is saving the lost sheep He eternally
intended to save.

7. Verse 7: Heaven’s Joy is based on authentic salvation: Just
so I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one

sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons
who need no repentance.

a. God and heaven will rejoice over one sinner who truly
is converted and not over ninety-nine self-righteous
people who are religious or moral hypocrites. Jesus
was thinking of the Pharisees, scribes, and their
followers when he said this.
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1. Those who think themselves good and righteous
on their merit are the ninety-nine. They do not
view themselves as needing the Good Shepherd’s
saving effort. They do not believe themselves to
be lost. Therefore, they are not saved, and God
does not rejoice over them.

1. The ninety-nine sheep represent the grumblers.
They were the ones who were building their hope
and security on the frail foundation of their
perceived righteousness.

1. Matthew 7:26-27 And everyone who hears
these words of mine and does not do them
will be like a foolish man who built his
house on the sand. (27) And the rain fell,
and the floods came, and the winds blew and
beat against that house, and it fell, and great
was the fall of it.”

b. Beloved, Jesus came to save the sinner. Are you a
sinner? Are you keenly aware of your moral failings?
Do you tremble before the sure-coming wrath of a
holy God? If you answered yes, then praise be to
God. You know yourself to be lost. Jesus can save
you. He will come after you. Call to Him in the
middle of the forest of sinful darkness with your frail
voice!
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c. On the other hand, do you view yourself as a good
person that God is pleased with? Is there no room in
your heart for compassion and mercy for others? In
your view, are you morally excellent? Do you feel
like God will have no choice but to accept you? If this
is so, then you cannot be saved. You are too full of
yourself and do not see your need for Christ. You
deceive yourself with morality and religiosity!

1. Mark 2:16-17 And the scribes of the Pharisees,
when they saw that he was eating with sinners
and tax collectors, said to his disciples, “Why
does he eat with tax collectors and sinners?”” (17)
And when Jesus heard it, he said to them, “Those
who are well have no need of a physician, but
those who are sick. I came not to call the
righteous, but sinners.”

d. Pride and self-righteousness are damnable heresy,
which God hates!

1. Proverbs 16:15 Everyone who is arrogant in
heart 1s an abomination to the LORD; be assured,
he will not go unpunished.

8. Benediction:
a. Luke 19:10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to
save the lost.”

Public Reading of Scripture
Titus 2:11-14

©2023 by Pastor Ismael Miranda, God’s Grace Reformed Church 90of9



Titulo: La Parabola de la Oveja Perdida
Escritura: Lucas 15: 1-7
Serie: Bilingiie

1. Introduccion -

a. El pasaje que tenemos ante nosotros hoy es una
parabola bien conocida de nuestro Sefior y Salvador,
Jesucristo. Es una parabola que ofrece un vistazo al
corazon mismo del cielo y a los santos afectos de
Dios. Dentro de la parabola encontramos la alegria
expresada en el cielo por la conversion de solo un
pecador.

b. Nuestro capitulo contiene tres parabolas
estrechamente relacionadas: La oveja perdida, La
moneda perdida y El hijo perdido.

1. Las tres pardbolas tienen un tema central: el amor
anhelante del Padre por los perdidos. Este es el
tema en que se pone el énfasis en todo momento.
El pastor busca a la oveja perdida. La mujer
busca hasta encontrar 1a moneda perdida. El
corazon del padre esta con su hijo perdido.

1. En la primera pardbola, una oveja entre cien
se pierde;

2. En la segunda parabola, una moneda de cada
diez se pierde;

3. En la tercera parabola, uno de dos hijos se
pierde.

c. Hoy consideramos hasta qué punto nosotros, como
cristianos, estamos obligados a buscar a los perdidos.
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2. Versiculo 1: Los pecadores son bienvenidos: Todos los
recaudadores de impuestos y los pecadores se acercaban
para oir a Jesus.

a. En nuestra historia, encontramos por primera vez el
tipo de personas que se sintieron atraidas por Jesus.
Vemos al Sefior rodeado por un grupo de
recaudadores y pecadores. En nuestra parabola, la
oveja descarriada representan este grupo.

1. Un recaudador de impuestos era un individuo
odiado, a menudo un judio que trabajaba para el
gobierno opresivo de Roma, un traidor que se
enriqueceria a costa de su pueblo.

i1. Pecadores: Todas las demas personas de mala
reputacion. Estas eran las masas impenitentes que
vivian fuera de la santa ley de Dios.

b. Fue particularmente este grupo el que voluntariamente
vino y se acerco a Jesus porque, en Jesus, encontraron
esperanza como en ningun otro.

3. Versiculo 2 — Vienen los hipdcritas — Y los fariseos y los
escribas murmuraban: «Este recibe a los pecadores y come
con ellosy.

a. El segundo grupo presente eran los fariseos y los
escribas. Amados noten el desprecio de este grupo
religioso hacia el primer grupo: los pecadores.
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b. Critican a Jesus por entretener a este tipo de personas.
Se negaron a creer que su Mesias tuviera algo que ver
con estos inpenitentes. Segun ellos, Dios era para
personas moralmente religiosas como ellos.

1. Para este grupo, asociarse con personas de esta
clase era considerado contaminante; jComer con
ellos era una barbaridad!

i1. Los lideres religiosos odiaban a Jesus por
demostrar gracia a los pecadores. En su opinion,
estos desechados no eran dignos del Evangelio, la
gracia o el amor de Dios.
1. Estos lideres religiosos estan representados
por las 99 ovejas de la parabola.

c. Amados, nuestra parabola revela el corazon
compasivo de Dios. Habla a los desechados y los
invita al reino de Dios. Su verdadero proposito al venir
era traerles salvacion:

1. Lucas 19:10 porque el Hijo del Hombre ha
venido a buscar y a salvar lo que se habia
perdido».

i1.  E incluso hoy, la salvacion se ofrece
gratuitamente a los perdidos. Sin embargo, los
hipdcritas religiosos rara vez se salvan porque
habitualmente condenan a otros y se justifican
falsamente.
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i11.  Este es el proposito de nuestra parabola. Las
ovejas de esta parabola no representan a los hijos
de Dios como en otras parabolas. No cometa ese
error. Las 99 ovejas son los hipdcritas moralistas
que Cristo no persigue porque piensan que estan
bien. La oveja descarriada representa a quienes
estan perdidos y lo saben. Estan indefensos e
incapaces de ayudarse a si mismos, perdidos en
un mundo oscuro y peligroso, y a un gran costo,
Jesus va tras ellos y los salva.

4. Versiculos 3 y 4: El Buen Pastor: Entonces Jesus les dijo
esta parabola: (4) «;Qué hombre de ustedes, si tiene cien
ovejas y una de ellas se pierde, no deja las noventa y nueve
en el campo y va tras la que esta perdida hasta que la halla?

a. Para exponer el terrible error que estaban cometiendo
los fariseos y el horrible mal en sus corazones, y al
mismo tiempo convencerlos de esto para que incluso
ahora puedan abandonar su actitud malvada hacia
aquellos que necesitaban compasion y ayuda, Jesus
cuenta esta parabola.

b. Entonces Jesus dice: “;Qué hombre de ustedes, si
tiene cien ovejas y una de ellas se pierde, no...va
tras la que esta perdida?” Con esto, Jesus demuestra
que todo buen pastor haria tal cosa. Ademas, la
busqueda de un pastor no seria a medias, ni seria
simplemente una busqueda simbolica. {No, dejaria
atras las noventa y nueve y buscaria esa oveja perdida
hasta encontrarla!
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1.  Su preocupacion seria llegar a la oveja
descarriada antes de que fuera demasiado tarde.
Lo buscaria diligentemente, temiendo que los
animales salvajes pudieran destruirla. No querria
que las ovejas fueran devoradas por los
depredadores o asesinadas por los elementos. Su
corazdn compasivo iria tras la oveja descarriada.

c. {No podemos ver el contraste en la actitud de Jesus
hacia los pecadores y la de los fariseos? Los
religiosos, autojustificados, no tenian compasion de
los pecadores descarriados. No les importaba si
morian en sus pecados, devorados por Satanas y sus
mentiras. Jesus era y sigue siendo completamente
diferente a esto. El es el buen pastor que lo sacrifica
todo para salvar a la oveja descarriada. El va tras los
perdidos, jy nosotros también deberiamos hacerlo!

i. 1 Timoteo 1:15 Palabra fiel y digna de ser
aceptada por todos: Cristo Jesus vino al mundo
para salvar a los pecadores, entre los cuales yo
soy el primero.

5. Versiculo 5: La tierna salvacién de Dios: Al encontrarla, la
pone sobre sus hombros, gozoso.
a. Al encontrar la oveja perdida, el pastor se llena de
alegria. La oveja no ha sido destruida sino salvada.
b. Observemos con qué ternura el pastor acoge a esta
oveja perdida.
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1. Ata las patatitas de la oveja y la coloca sobre su
cuello. Es el pastor que lleva la oveja a casa a un
lugar seguro a través de ese campo traicionero y
montanoso.

1. Este transporte supone un esfuerzo
considerable para el pastor. Sin embargo,
debido al gozo de encontrar lo que se habia
perdido, el pastor no se molesta sino que con
entusiasmo lleva a la oveja a la seguridad de
la salvacion.

2. S1 no fuera por el pastor, la oveja nunca
podria encontrar el camino y habria sido
destruida eternamente. La oveja que se
perdio era completamente incapaz de
ayudarse a si misma.

c. Amados, aqui encontramos el Evangelio. Cristo es el
Buen Pastor. El hombre esta completamente perdido y
no puede encontrar el camino. A gran costo para si
mismo, en la cruz, Jesus va tras los perdidos. Se alegra
cuando los encuentra y les concede la vida eterna.

1. Hechos 4:12 En ningun otro hay salvacion,
porque no hay otro nombre bajo el cielo dado a
los hombres, en el cual podamos ser salvosy.

6. Versiculo 6: El gozo de la salvacion es contagioso: Cuando
llega a su casa, retine a los amigos y a los vecinos,

diciéndoles: “Alégrense conmigo, porque he hallado mi
oveja que se habia perdido™.
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a. El pastor se regocija, y esto no se debe simplemente a
la recuperacion de una pérdida fisica. No, ¢l ama a esa
oveja. Su corazon de pastor se regocija porque la oveja
no fue devorada ni perecio de alguna manera horrible.
El pastor incluso invita a sus amigos y vecinos a
regocijarse con €l.

b. Esto es algo que los fariseos no podian hacer. No
podian regocijarse ante la oferta de salvacion a los
perdidos. Para ellos, los pecadores necesariamente
deben ser rechazados y destruidos. Dios era para
personas como ellos, “buena gente”.

c. Sin embargo, Jesus contradice este pensamiento en
esta parabola.

1. El gozo de Dios es salvar a la oveja perdida que
El eternamente quiso salvar.

7. Versiculo 7: El gozo del cielo se basa en la salvacion
auténtica: Les digo que de la misma manera, habra mas

g0zo en ¢l cielo por un pecador que se arrepiente que por
noventa y nueve justos que no necesitan arrepentimiento.

a. Dios vy el cielo se regocijaran por un pecador que
verdaderamente se convierte y no por noventa y nueve
personas moralmente hipocritas y moralistas. Jesus
estaba pensando en los fariseos, los escribas y sus
seguidores cuando dijo esto.
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1. Los que se creen buenos y justos por sus meritos
son los noventa y nueve. No se consideran
necesitados del esfuerzo salvador del Buen
Pastor. No se creen perdidos. Por lo tanto, no son
salvos y Dios no se regocija sobre ellos.

i1. Las noventa y nueve ovejas representan a estos
moralistas. Ellos eran los que estaban
construyendo su esperanza y seguridad sobre los
fragiles cimientos de lo que percibian como
propia justicia.

1. Mateo 7:26-27 Todo el que oye estas
palabras Mias y no las pone en practica, sera
semejante a un hombre insensato que edifico
su casa sobre la arena; (27) y cayo la lluvia,
vinieron los torrentes, soplaron los vientos y
azotaron aquella casa; y cayd, y grande fue
su destrucciony.

b. Amados, Jests vino a salvar al pecador. ;Es usted un
pecador? ;Es usted muy consciente de sus fallas
morales? ; Tiembla usted ante la ira segura de un Dios
santo? Si respondio que si, alabado sea Dios. Usted
reconoce que esta perdido. Jestis puede salvarlo. El
vendra detras de usted. jLlamalo en medio del bosque
de la oscuridad pecaminosa con su fragil voz!

c. Por otro lado, ;se considera usted una buena persona
que agrada a Dios? ;No hay lugar en su corazon para
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la compasion y la misericordia hacia los demas? En su
opinidn, ;es usted moralmente excelente? ;Siente que
Dios no tendra mas remedio que aceptarlo? Si esto es
asi, entonces no puede usted ser salvo. Esta demasiado
lleno de si mismo y no ve su necesidad de Cristo. jSe
engafias con la moralidad y la religiosidad!

1. Marcos 2:16-17 Marcos 2:16-17 Cuando los
escribas de los fariseos vieron que El comia con
pecadores y recaudadores de impuestos, decian a
Sus discipulos: «;Por qué El come y bebe con
recaudadores de impuestos y pecadores?». (17)
Al oir esto, Jesus les dijo™: «Los que estan sanos
no tienen necesidad de medico, sino los que estan
enfermos; no he venido a llamar a justos, sino a
pecadoresy.

d. jEl orgullo y la superioridad moral son herejias
condenables que Dios odia!

i. Proverbios 16:15 Abominacién al SENOR es
todo el que es altivo de corazon; Ciertamente no
quedara sin castigo.

8. Bendicion:
a. Lucas 19:10 porque el Hijo del Hombre ha venido a
buscar y a salvar lo que se habia perdidoy.

Lectura publica de las Escrituras
Tito 2:11-14
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