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But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves
JAMES 1:19-25

21 Therefore put away all filthiness and rampant wickedness and receive with meekness
the implanted word, which is able to save your souls.

22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23 For if anyone
is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks intently at his natural
face in a mirror. 24 For he looks at himself and goes away and at once forgets what he
was like. 2> But the one who looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and
perseveres, being no hearer who forgets but a doer who acts, he will be blessed in his
doing.

3 ways we respond
Humbly Receive the Word

uu

The stinking filth of a pestilent ulcer. Sin is the devil’s vomit, the soul’s
excrement, the superfluity or garbage of naughtiness [wickedness]... as it is
here called by an allusion to the garbage of the sacrifices cast into the brook
Kedron, that is, the town-ditch.”

TRAPP

31“Behold, the days are coming, declares the LorD, when | will make a new
covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah, 32 not like the
covenant that | made with their fathers on the day when | took them by the
hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, my covenant that they

broke, though | was their husband, declares the LoRD. 33 For this is the covenant
that | will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the LoRbD: |
will put my law within them, and | will write it on their hearts. And | will be
their God, and they shall be my people.

24| will take you from the nations and gather you from all the countries

and bring you into your own land. 251 will sprinkle clean water on you, and you
shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your idols | will cleanse
you. 26 And | will give you a new heart, and a new spirit | will put within

you. And | will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart
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of flesh. 27 And | will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my
statutes and be careful to obey my rules

“The first thing, then, is receive. That word ‘receive’ is a very instructive gospel word; it
is the door through which God's grace enters to us. We are not saved by working, but
by receiving; not by what we give to God, but by what God gives to us, and we receive
from him." (Spurgeon)

3 ways we respond
Humbly Receive the Word

" But whoever looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom”

Intently- in an intent or concentrated manner : with great effort, attention, or
concentration

“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 5 You shall love

the LoRD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your
might. ¢ And these words that | command you today shall be on your

heart. 7 You shall teach them diligently to your children and shall talk of them
when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie
down, and when you rise. 8 You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and
they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. ° You shall write them on the
doorposts of your house and on your gates.

10“And when the LoRrD your God brings you into the land that he swore to your
fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give you—with great and good
cities that you did not build, " and houses full of all good things that you did
not fill, and cisterns that you did not dig, and vineyards and olive trees that
you did not plant—and when you eat and are full, 2 then take care lest you
forget the LORD, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of
slavery.

11 “Take care lest you forget the LORD your God by not keeping his
commandments and his rules and his statutes, which | command you

today, '2lest, when you have eaten and are full and have built good houses and
live in them, 3 and when your herds and flocks multiply and your silver and
gold is multiplied and all that you have is multiplied, # then your heart be
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lifted up, and you forget the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land
of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, > who led you through the great and
terrifying wilderness, with its fiery serpents and scorpions and thirsty ground
where there was no water, who brought you water out of the flinty rock, '* who
fed you in the wilderness with manna that your fathers did not know, that he
might humble you and test you, to do you good in the end. '7 Beware lest you
say in your heart, ‘My power and the might of my hand have gotten me this
wealth. '8 You shall remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you
power to get wealth, that he may confirm his covenant that he swore to your
fathers, as it is this day.

3 ways we respond
Humbly Receive the Word

No.

1

No.

"22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves”

21"Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord, will enter the kingdom of heaven, but
the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.” (Matt. 7:21)

24 “Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a
wise man who built his house on the rock. 25 And the rain fell, and the floods
came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it
had been founded on the rock.” (Matt. 7:24-25).

26 And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not do them will be
like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. 27 And the rain fell, and the
floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell, and
great was the fall of it.” (Matt. 7:26-27)

“The perfect law, the law of liberty”

. "Often the same governments that tolerate the existence of mere believers will stop
at no ends to completely eradicate any disciples within their borders.”

“Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own



21

22

9/24/2023

understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths

straight” (Prov. 3:5-6).

“If we heard a sermon every day of the week, and an angel from heaven were
the preacher, yet, if we rested in hearing only, it would never bring us to
heaven. Mere hearers are self-deceivers; and self-deceit will be found the
worst deceit at last. If we flatter ourselves, it is our own fault; the truth, as it is
in Jesus, flatters no man. Let the word of truth be carefully attended to, and it
will set before us the corruption of our nature, the disorders of our hearts and
lives; and it will tell us plainly what we are. Our sins are the spots the law
discovers: Christ's blood is the laver the gospel shows.

But in vain do we hear God's word, and look into the gospel glass, if we go
away, and forget our spots, instead of washing them off; and forget our
remedy, instead of applying to it. This is the case with those who do not hear
the word as they ought. In hearing the word, we look into it for counsel and
direction, and when we study it, it turns to our spiritual life. Those who keep in
the law and word of God, are, and shall be, blessed in all their ways. His
gracious recompence hereafter, would be connected with his present peace
and comfort. Every part of Divine revelation has its use, in bringing the sinner
to Christ for salvation, and in directing and encouraging him to walk at liberty,
by the Spirit of adoption, according to the holy commands of God. And mark
the distinctness, it is not for his deeds, that any man is blessed, but in his deed.
It is not talking, but walking, that will bring us to heaven. Christ will become
more precious to the believer's soul, which by his grace will become more
fitted for the inheritance of the saints in light.”



