
WCF-Pipa 1, God’s Word Our Rule 

Documents: 

• Belgic Confession, 1561 summary and defense of the faith as an appeal for the relief of Dutch Reformed believers during 

the inquisition under Philip II of Spain 

• Heidelberg Catechism, 1563 teaching instrument for believers in a region of Germany; has been used as a guide for 

preaching for 450 years 

• Canons of Dordt, 1618-1619 summary of a synod’s answers to the five main errors of the Arminian remonstrants; these 

five answers are mistakenly called the “Five Points of Calvinism.” More accurately, they are the five corrections of 

Arminianism 

• Westminster Confession, 1646 document intended to declare the unified doctrine of the protestant churches in the 

entire English-speaking world. Only Scotland ever fully adopted it as a national statement of faith 

• Westminster Larger Catechism, 1648 document for the instruction of adults in Christian faith and practice 

• Westminster Shorter Catechism, 1649 document for the instruction of small children and those of less mental ability in 

Christian faith and practice 

 

WCF 1 

CHAPTER 1 
Of the Holy Scripture 

1. Although the light of nature, and the works of creation and providence do so far manifest the goodness, wisdom, and 
power of God, as to leave men unexcusable; yet are they not sufficient to give that knowledge of God, and of his will, which 
is necessary unto salvation. Therefore it pleased the Lord, at sundry times, and in divers manners, to reveal himself, and to 
declare that his will unto his church; and afterwards, for the better preserving and propagating of the truth, and for the more 
sure establishment and comfort of the church against the corruption of the flesh, and the malice of Satan and of the world, 
to commit the same wholly unto writing: which maketh the Holy Scripture to be most necessary; those former ways of God's 
revealing his will unto his people being now ceased. 

2. Under the name of Holy Scripture, or the Word of God written, are now contained all the books of the Old and New 
Testaments, which are these: 

Of the Old Testament: 

Genesis II Chronicles Daniel 

Exodus Ezra Hosea 

Leviticus Nehemiah Joel 

Numbers Esther Amos 

Deuteronomy Job Obadiah 

Joshua Psalms Jonah 

Judges Proverbs Micah 

Ruth Ecclesiastes Nahum 

I Samuel The Song of Songs Habakkuk 

II Samuel Isaiah Zephaniah 

I Kings Jeremiah Haggai 

II Kings Lamentations Zechariah 

I Chronicles Ezekiel Malachi 

Of the New Testament: 

The Gospels    Galatians The Epistle 

   according to    Ephesians    of James 

   Matthew    Philippians The first and 



   Mark    Colossians    second Epistles 

   Luke    Thessalonians I    of Peter 

   John    Thessalonians II The first, second, 

The Acts of the    to Timothy I    and third Epistles 

   Apostles    to Timothy II    of John 

Paul's Epistles    to Titus The Epistle 

   to the Romans    to Philemon    of Jude 

   Corinthians I The Epistle to The Revelation 

   Corinthians II    the Hebrews    of John 

All which are given by inspiration of God to be the rule of faith and life. 

3. The books commonly called Apocrypha, not being of divine inspiration, are no part of the canon of the Scripture, and 
therefore are of no authority in the church of God, nor to be any otherwise approved, or made use of, than other human 
writings. 

4. The authority of the Holy Scripture, for which it ought to be believed, and obeyed, dependeth not upon the testimony of 
any man, or church; but wholly upon God (who is truth itself) the author thereof: and therefore it is to be received, because it 
is the Word of God. 

5. We may be moved and induced by the testimony of the church to an high and reverent esteem of the Holy Scripture. And 
the heavenliness of the matter, the efficacy of the doctrine, the majesty of the style, the consent of all the parts, the scope of 
the whole (which is, to give all glory to God), the full discovery it makes of the only way of man's salvation, the many other 
incomparable excellencies, and the entire perfection thereof, are arguments whereby it doth abundantly evidence itself to be 
the Word of God: yet notwithstanding, our full persuasion and assurance of the infallible truth and divine authority thereof, is 
from the inward work of the Holy Spirit bearing witness by and with the Word in our hearts. 

6. The whole counsel of God concerning all things necessary for his own glory, man's salvation, faith and life, is either 
expressly set down in Scripture, or by good and necessary consequence may be deduced from Scripture: unto which 
nothing at any time is to be added, whether by new revelations of the Spirit, or traditions of men. Nevertheless, we 
acknowledge the inward illumination of the Spirit of God to be necessary for the saving understanding of such things as are 
revealed in the Word: and that there are some circumstances concerning the worship of God, and government of the 
church, common to human actions and societies, which are to be ordered by the light of nature, and Christian prudence, 
according to the general rules of the Word, which are always to be observed. 

7. All things in Scripture are not alike plain in themselves, nor alike clear unto all: yet those things which are necessary to be 
known, believed, and observed for salvation, are so clearly propounded, and opened in some place of Scripture or other, 
that not only the learned, but the unlearned, in a due use of the ordinary means, may attain unto a sufficient understanding 
of them. 

8. The Old Testament in Hebrew (which was the native language of the people of God of old), and the New Testament in 
Greek (which, at the time of the writing of it, was most generally known to the nations), being immediately inspired by God, 
and, by his singular care and providence, kept pure in all ages, are therefore authentical; so as, in all controversies of 
religion, the church is finally to appeal unto them. But, because these original tongues are not known to all the people of 
God, who have right unto, and interest in the Scriptures, and are commanded, in the fear of God, to read and search them, 
therefore they are to be translated into the vulgar language of every nation unto which they come, that, the Word of God 
dwelling plentifully in all, they may worship him in an acceptable manner; and, through patience and comfort of the 
Scriptures, may have hope. 

9. The infallible rule of interpretation of Scripture is the Scripture itself: and therefore, when there is a question about the 
true and full sense of any Scripture (which is not manifold, but one), it must be searched and known by other places that 
speak more clearly. 

10. The supreme judge by which all controversies of religion are to be determined, and all decrees of councils, opinions of 
ancient writers, doctrines of men, and private spirits, are to be examined, and in whose sentence we are to rest, can be no 
other but the Holy Spirit speaking in the Scripture. 

 



LC 1-6 

Q. 1. What is the chief and highest end of man? 
A. Man's chief and highest end is to glorify God, and fully to enjoy him forever. 

Q. 2. How doth it appear that there is a God? 
A. The very light of nature in man, and the works of God, declare plainly that there is a God; but his word and Spirit only do 
sufficiently and effectually reveal him unto men for their salvation. 

Q. 3. What is the Word of God? 
A. The Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testament are the Word of God, the only rule of faith and obedience. 

Q. 4. How doth it appear that the Scriptures are the Word of God? 
A. The Scriptures manifest themselves to be the Word of God, by their majesty and purity; by the consent of all the parts, 
and the scope of the whole, which is to give all glory to God; by their light and power to convince and convert sinners, to 
comfort and build up believers unto salvation: but the Spirit of God bearing witness by and with the Scriptures in the heart of 
man, is alone able fully to persuade it that they are the very Word of God. 

Q. 5. What do the Scriptures principally teach? 
A. The Scriptures principally teach what man is to believe concerning God, and what duty God requires of man. 

Q. 6. What do the Scriptures make known of God? 
A. The Scriptures make known what God is, the persons in the Godhead, his decrees, and the execution of his decrees. 

 

SC 1-3 

Q. 1. What is the chief end of man? 
A. Man's chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy him forever. 

Q. 2. What rule hath God given to direct us how we may glorify and enjoy him? 
A. The Word of God, which is contained in the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, is the only rule to direct us how 
we may glorify and enjoy him. 

Q. 3. What do the Scriptures principally teach? 
A. The Scriptures principally teach what man is to believe concerning God, and what duty God requires of man. 

 

Belgic Confession 2-7 

2. By what means God is made known unto us  
 
We know him by two means; first, by the creation, preservation and government of the universe; which is before our eyes as 
a most elegant book, wherein all creatures, great and small, are as so many characters leading us to contemplate the 
invisible things of God, namely His power and divinity, as the apostle Paul says, Rom. 1:20. All which things are sufficient to 
convince men, and leave them without excuse. Secondly, he makes himself more clearly fully known to us by his holy and 
divine Word, that is to say, as far as is necessary for us to know in this life, to his glory and our salvation.  
  
 
3. Of the written Word of God  
 
We confess that this Word of God was not sent, nor delivered by the will of man, but that holy men of God spoke as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghost, as the apostle Peter says. And that afterwards God, from a special care, which he has for us 
and our salvation, commanded his servants, the prophets and apostles, to commit his revealed word to writing; and he 
himself wrote with his own finger, the two tables of the law. Therefore we call such writings holy and divine Scriptures.  
 
 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom.%201.20


4. Canonical Books of the Holy Scripture  
 
We believe that the Holy Scriptures are contained in two books, namely, the Old and New Testament, which are canonical, 
against which nothing can be alleged. These are thus named in the Church of God. The books of the Old Testament are, the 
five books of Moses, viz.: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy; the books of Joshua, Ruth, Judges, the two 
books of Samuel, the two of the Kings, two books of the Chronicles, commonly called Paralipomenon, the first of Ezra, 
Nehemiah, Esther, Job, the Psalms of David, the three books of Solomon, namely, the Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and the Song 
of Songs; the four great prophets Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Daniel; and the twelve lesser prophets, namely, Hosea, Joel, 
Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi. 
 
Those of the New Testament are the four evangelists, viz.: Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John; the Acts of the Apostles; the 
fourteen epistles of the apostle Paul, viz.: one to the Romans, two to the Corinthians, one to the Galatians, one to the 
Ephesians, one to the Philippians, one to the Colossians, two to the Thessalonians, two to Timothy, one to Titus, one to 
Philemon, and one to the Hebrews; the seven epistles of the other apostles, namely, one of James, two of Peter, three of 
John, one of Jude; and the Revelation of the apostle John.  
  
 
5. From whence the Holy Scriptures derive their dignity and authority.  
 
We receive all these books, and these only, as holy and canonical, for the regulation, foundation, and conformation of our 
faith; believing without any doubt, all things contained in them, not so much because the Church receives and approves 
them as such, but more especially because the Holy Ghost witnesses in our hearts, that they are from God, whereof they 
carry the evidence in themselves. For the very blind are able to perceive that the things foretold in them are fulfilling.  
  
 
6. The difference between the canonical and apocryphal books  
 
We distinguish those sacred books from the apocryphal, viz.: the third book of Esdras, the books of Tobias, Judith, Wisdom, 
Jesus Syrach, Baruch, the appendix to the book of Esther, the Song of the three Children in the Furnace, the history of 
Susannah, of Bell and the Dragon, the prayer of Manasses, and the two books of the Maccabees. All of which the Church may 
read and take instruction from, so far as they agree with the canonical books; but they are far from having such power and 
efficacy, as that we may from their testimony confirm any point of faith, or of the christian religion; much less detract from 
the authority of the other sacred books.  
  
 
7. The sufficiency of the Holy Scriptures, to be the only rule of faith.  
 
We believe that those Holy Scriptures fully contain the will of God, and that whatsoever man ought to believe, unto 
salvation, is sufficiently taught therein. For, since the whole manner of worship, which God requires of us, is written in them 
at large, it is unlawful for any one, though an apostle, to teach otherwise than we are now taught in the Holy Scriptures: nay, 
though it were an angel from heaven, as the apostle Paul says. For, since it is forbidden, to add unto or take away anything 
from the word of God, it does thereby evidently appear, that the doctrine thereof is most perfect and complete in all respects. 
Neither do we consider of equal value any writing of men, however holy these men may have been, with those divine 
Scriptures, nor ought we to consider custom, or the great multitude, or antiquity, or succession of times and persons, or 
councils, decrees or statutes, as of equal value with the truth of God, for the truth is above all; for all men are of themselves 
liars, and more vain than vanity itself. Therefore, we reject with all our hearts, whatsoever does not agree with this infallible 
rule, which the apostles have taught us, saying, Try the spirits whether they are of God. Likewise, if there come any unto you; 
and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house.  

 

Heidelberg Catechism 19 

19. Whence knowest thou this?  

From the Holy Gospel: which God Himself first revealed in Paradise; afterwards proclaimed by the holy Patriarchs and 
Prophets, and foreshadowed by the sacrifices and other ceremonies of the law; and finally fulfilled by His well-beloved Son. 

 

 



Canons of Dordt 1.3, 2.5, 3, 4.6-8, 4.17, 5.14 

Article 3: The Preaching of the Gospel 
 
In order that people may be brought to faith, God mercifully sends proclaimers of this very joyful message to the people he 
wishes and at the time he wishes. By this ministry people are called to repentance and faith in Christ crucified. For “how 
shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without someone preaching? And how shall 
they preach unless they have been sent?” (Rom. 10:14-15). 

--- 

Article 5: The Mandate to Proclaim the Gospel to All  
 
Moreover, it is the promise of the gospel that whoever believes in Christ crucified shall not perish but have eternal life. This 
promise, together with the command to repent and believe, ought to be announced and declared without differentiation or 
discrimination to all nations and people, to whom God in his good pleasure sends the gospel. 

--- 

Article 1: The Effect of the Fall on Human Nature  
 
Man was originally created in the image of God and was furnished in his mind with a true and salutary knowledge of his 
Creator and things spiritual, in his will and heart with righteousness, and in all his emotions with purity; indeed, the whole 
man was holy. However, rebelling against God at the devil’s instigation and by his own free will, he deprived himself of these 
outstanding gifts. Rather, in their place he brought upon himself blindness, terrible darkness, futility, and distortion of 
judgment in his mind; perversity, defiance, and hardness in his heart and will; and finally impurity in all his emotions. 
  
 
Article 2: The Spread of Corruption  
 
Man brought forth children of the same nature as himself after the fall. That is to say, being corrupt he brought forth corrupt 
children. The corruption spread, by God’s just judgment, from Adam to all his descendants — except for Christ alone — not 
by way of imitation (as in former times the Pelagians would have it) but by way of the propagation of his perverted nature. 
  
 
Article 3: Total Inability  
 
Therefore, all people are conceived in sin and are born children of wrath, unfit for any saving good, inclined to evil, dead in 
their sins, and slaves to sin; without the grace of the regenerating Holy Spirit they are neither willing nor able to return to 
God, to reform their distorted nature, or even to dispose themselves to such reform. 
  
 
Article 4: The Inadequacy of the Light of Nature  
 
There is, to be sure, a certain light of nature remaining in man after the fall, by virtue of which he retains some notions 
about God, natural things, and the difference between what is moral and immoral, and demonstrates a certain eagerness for 
virtue and for good outward behavior. But this light of nature is far from enabling man to come to a saving knowledge of 
God and conversion to him — so far, in fact, that man does not use it rightly even in matters of nature and society. Instead, 
in various ways he completely distorts this light, whatever its precise character, and suppresses it in unrighteousness. In 
doing so he renders himself without excuse before God. 

--- 

Article 6: The Saving Power of the Gospel  
 

What, therefore, neither the light of nature nor the law can do, God accomplishes by the power of the Holy Spirit, through 
the Word or the ministry of reconciliation. This is the gospel about the Messiah, through which it has pleased God to save 
believers, in both the Old and the New Testament. 
  

 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom.%2010.14-15


 
Article 7: God’s Freedom in Revealing the Gospel 

 
In the Old Testament, God revealed this secret of his will to a small number; in the New Testament (now without any 
distinction between peoples) he discloses it to a large number. The reason for this difference must not be ascribed to the 

greater worth of one nation over another, or to a better use of the light of nature, but to the free good pleasure and 

undeserved love of God. Therefore, those who receive so much grace, beyond and in spite of all they deserve, ought to 
acknowledge it with humble and thankful hearts; on the other hand, with the apostle they ought to adore (but certainly not 
inquisitively search into) the severity and justice of God’s judgments on the others, who do not receive this grace. 

  
 
Article 8: The Serious Call of the Gospel 

 
Nevertheless, all who are called through the gospel are called seriously. For seriously and most genuinely God makes known 
in his Word what is pleasing to him: that those who are called should come to him. Seriously he also promises rest for their 
souls and eternal life to all who come to him and believe. 

--- 

Article 17: God’s Use of Means in Regeneration  
 
Just as the almighty work of God by which he brings forth and sustains our natural life does not rule out but requires the use 

of means, by which God, according to his infinite wisdom and goodness, has wished to exercise his power, so also the 
aforementioned supernatural work of God by which he regenerates us in no way rules out or cancels the use of the gospel, 
which God in his great wisdom has appointed to be the seed of regeneration and the food of the soul. For this reason, the 

apostles and the teachers who followed them taught the people in a godly manner about this grace of God, to give him the 
glory and to humble all pride, and yet did not neglect meanwhile to keep the people, by means of the holy admonitions of the 
gospel, under the administration of the Word, the sacraments, and discipline. So even today it is out of the question that the 
teachers or those taught in the church should presume to test God by separating what he in his good pleasure has wished to 

be closely joined together. For grace is bestowed through admonitions, and the more readily we perform our duty, the more 
lustrous the benefit of God working in us usually is and the better his work advances. To him alone, both for the means and 

for their saving fruit and effectiveness, all glory is owed forever. Amen. 

--- 

Article 14: God’s Use of Means in Perseverance 
 
And, just as it has pleased God to begin this work of grace in us by the proclamation of the gospel, so he preserves, 

continues, and completes his work by the hearing and reading of the gospel, by meditation on it, by its exhortations, threats, 
and promises, and also by the use of the sacraments. 


