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“Beastly Kingdoms and Heaven’s Kingdom” (Daniel 7:1–28) 

Introduction: The Big Picture and a Specific Doctrine 

I. The Sights of Daniel’s Dream (verses 1–14) 

A. The Fearsome Sight of Earthly Kings (verses 1–8) 

1. The Winged Lion and Its Humanization (verse 4) 

Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonians 

2. The Ravenous Bear and Its Commission (verse 5) 

Cyrus and the Medes and Persians 

3. The Four-Winged Leopard with Its Four Heads (verse 6) 

Alexander the Great and His Hellenistic Successors 

4. The Incomparable Beast and Its Outgrowth (verses 7–8) 

a. Its Iron Teeth and Trampling Feet 

The Dominion of Ancient Rome 

b. Ten Horns and a Final Horn 

Rome’s Final Legacy 

Revelation 13:1–4 

c. The Final Horn’s Power and Personality 

Daniel 11:36–37; 2 Thessalonians 2:3–4 

B. The Awesome Sight of the Eternal King (verses 9–12) 

1. The Ancient of Days Enthroned 

2. His Manifest Purity, Power, and Judgment 

3. His Royal Court in Session 

4. His Swift and Thorough Response to the Final Horn’s Boasts 

C. The Glorious Sight of the Ascended King (verses 13–14) 

1. A Divine Son of Man 

Revelation 1:14–15; Matthew 26:63–64; Matthew 24:30–31; Revelation 

1:7 
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2. His Inheritance of the Nations from God 

Psalm 2:7–9; 110:1–2 

3. His Everlasting Kingdom 

Isaiah 9:6–7; Luke 1:31–33 

II. The Interpretation of Daniel’s Dream (verses 15–28) 

A. The Kingdoms of This World and the Kingdom of Heaven (verses 15–18) 

1. Daniel’s Anxious Inquiry about These Sights 

2. The Beasts’ Identity as Four Kings and Their Kingdoms 

3. The Saints’ Destiny of Everlasting Dominion 

Matthew 5:5, 10 

B. The Fourth Kingdom and Its Final Kings (verses 19–27) 

1. The Vision of the Fourth Beast Rehearsed and Amplified (verses 19–22) 

Revelation 13:5–10 

2. The Explanation of This Beast’s Identity and Activity (verses 23–25) 

3. The Assurance of This Beast’s Condemnation and Doom (verse 26) 

4. The Assurance of the Saints’ Worldwide and Everlasting Kingdom (verse 

27) 

C. Daniel’s Reaction of Troubled Silence (verse 28) 


