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1John 5:14–15 
1 Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, 
He hears us. 15 And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the 
petitions that we have asked of Him. 

What Assurance of Faith Does to Prayer 
Main idea: When we know that we have eternal life, and indeed the Son of 
God Himself, prayer becomes a sweet fellowship with Christ, Who hears us. 

Introduction: we long for confidence because we were created to have it, and the 
redeemed are redeemed to have it. What are we aiming at? When we get it, what does it 
look like? 

1. Confidence in Him 
a. The confidence of those that “know that they have eternal life” (v13) is a confidence in 

a person (v14a).  
b. Not just that they put their trust in Him but that their trust puts them into Him and Him 

into them (v12). 
c. Assurance of faith produces this confidence. And this confidence produces prayer. 

Maybe you do not pray more, or maybe you do not pray with more confidence, 
because you are lacking assurance of faith. 

2. Confidence that He hears us 
a. The hearing refers to His being engaged with us. The answering will come later, in v15. 
b. Notice that the implied hearer is God, but more specifically the God-Man! Jesus is God. 

Prayer is worship. It must be offered to and through no other than He. 
c. Prayer becomes a fellowship (v14b, cf. 1:1–3).  
d. Answered prayer becomes an affirmation of faith. 
e. What use do you make of your fellowship? What use do you make of prayer as 

fellowship? 

3. Confidence to ask great things 
a. Asking according to His will (cf. Mt 6:8) means asking great things (cf. Mt 6:9–13). 
b. Whatever we ask is an invitation, an implied command, to ask not only for the small 

things but especially the great… the greater things are the ones that show Who it is that 
we have. 

4. Confidence that He answers 
a. We know that we have the petitions. 
b. We did not even ask for Christ, and He did not withhold Him. Surely, He will not 

withhold anything else from us, cf. Rom 8:32. 

Conclusion: the Lord give you to believe the truth about Jesus, to love God and brother, to 
keep God’s commandments. The Lord give you these things that come only by redeeming 
grace, accomplished by the Son, applied by the Spirit. The Lord give you confidence that you 
have Christ! And the Lord give you to enjoy and express that confidence in prayer. 



 

(The following is a machine-generated transcription. Please be aware of—

and patient with—transcribing errors. If there is something confusing or obviously 

erroneous, you are invited to listen to the audio recording via hopewellarp.org) 

First John 5 verses 14 and 15. These are God's words. 
 
Now, this is the confidence that we have in him. That if we ask anything. According to his will. He hears. And if we know that 
he hears, Whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions. That we have asked. Of him. 
 
Amen. Thus ends this reading of God's inspired and And Aaron tort 
 
There are many, who Lack confidence. There are many who have a false confidence. With our many, who lack confidence. 
Because they know themselves, they know their smallness, they can see the world that God has made. They are small, 
they feel small even by comparison to the masses of humanity, There are those who are. 
 
Authority. And It feels impossible. to resist them. Our abilities are small and imperfect. We have so often failed in Earthly 
things. We have more often failed. And spiritual things and yet we long To have confidence. You desire. To have 
confidence. And one of the great reasons is that you were created to have it. 
 
You're created to be in the image of God. You are created to have dominion over all the rest of the creatures. You're 
designed. To be confident to have a great place. And God's creation. And not only were we created to have it but the 
redeemed are redeemed to have it. 
 
To be the children of God. To be a royal. Priesthood to be Kings and Priests to our God. We are redeemed. Unto a greater 
confidence even than that. And to, which We were created. So as we desire confidence, as we aim at confidence, what is it 
at? Which we are aiming? 
 
What are we aiming at? And as we get confidence, as we increase in confidence, What will it look like? Well, in one great 
way, the book of First John, Has been a book about confidence. There is no greater confidence than being sure. That you 
have the Lord Jesus. There is no greater confidence than being sure, that you have eternal life that you are the children of 
God. 
 
That you will be as holy as Jesus is Holy. Children as you desire and seek and aim at growing in confidence here, is the 
great confidence. That a man as man can have. Not only to know Jesus Christ. But to know that you have Jesus Christ. 
This is what he has just been. 
 
Saying, we have not only Gone through first John consecutively in the devotionals for the last several months. But We also 
had this one on. The Friday of this past week. And we have referred to it much as we've been studying Assurance out of 
the confession of Faith. But Will remind you verses 12 and 13. 
 
He who has the son has life. And then, in verse 13. These things I have written to you, who believe in the name of the son 
of God, that you may know that you have eternal life. And that you may continue to believe. In the name of the son of God. 
 
And so, knowing that you have life is knowing that you have the son. And our passage this afternoon begins. Now this is the 
confidence that we have in him. So here is what it looks like. When you know that you have Jesus when you know that you 
have God the son himself when you know that you have life, here is how it plays out in your daily life. 
 
And there are at least these four things that we have in these two verses one. Confidence. True confidence is confidence in 
him. Second. Confidence is confidence that he hears. Confidence, that he hears. Third confidence is confidence to ask 
great things. And finally, Confidence is confidence. That he answers. The confidence of those that is verse. 
 
13 says know that they have eternal life is confidence in a person. Now this is the confidence that we have in him and this 
isn't just saying that we're confident about him that we put our trust in him. That's true. You have confidence in Jesus, you 
have faith in Jesus. 
 
But faith in Jesus and especially as he gives you Assurance of your faith in him. Gives you confidence. Not only in Jesus. 
But in your being in Jesus. In other words, it's not just that you put your trust in him. But that your trust in him. Puts you into 
him. 
 
And puts. And to you, you get Union with Christ through faith in Christ. And so the confidence of a Christian is not a self-
confidence except that the Christian self is united to the Lord Jesus and in him, We have. Confidence. So it's not just 
confidence in an idea, it's not just confidence in our resting upon him, it's confidence in our With him. 
 



sometime perhaps, you have had a little taste of this. You have done something well and you have received the smile and 
the complement of your of one of your parents, or maybe someone else, and the encouragement that you had in your 
relationship with them. Was something that made that gave you as it were the ability to stand a little taller and walk with 
more purpose and joy and everything was in a little bit, more vibrant color at the time. 
 
Usually this is also the case. when a man and a woman are betrothed, they've come to be committed to get married and it's 
the time. Finally, for Stirring up the affection and everything seems brighter, and everything is more joyful and you just have 
that confidence. Because he is yours or that confidence because she is yours. 
 
These are the smallest little tastes. How much great are the confidence that you have when you are united to the Lord? 
Jesus Christ. And God Smiles upon you in him and has given you eternal life in him. And As his Spirit convinces, you that 
you are Christ's this confidence. 
 
That you have as confidence, not just about ideas but confidence that you have that belongs to a reality. Into which you 
have come Assurance of Faith, produces such confidence. This is the confidence that we have. It's confidence, that is in 
him in the first place. Assurance of Faith also. 
 
As it produces this confidence, it produces prayer. Now, this is the confidence that we have in him. So what does it look like 
when you have confidence in in the Lord Jesus when you are sure about belonging to the Lord Jesus. Well, it looks like 
prayer it looks like talking to him. 
 
your your life, your certainty, your strength, your gladness, your diligence, your Zeal, your purpose. You have all of these 
things in Jesus. Now, everything that comes up, you tell him about everything you need. You ask him about everything, you 
enjoy you. Thank him for Your confidence is in a person. 
 
You have this shared life with him and dependence upon him. And so you bring everything to him. If we ask, Anything. 
Confidence that is in Jesus Christ, produces prayer through Jesus Christ and to Jesus Christ. Maybe you are not much of a 
praying person. And maybe the reason that you do not pray more, Or maybe the reason that when you do pray, you do not 
pray with more confidence is because you're lacking Assurance of We've been hearing. 
 
Be diligent to make your calling and election. Sure. The Lord instructs you commands you to seek Assurance of Faith to 
seek certainty that you yourself are in the Lord. Jesus, that you have eternal life in him. That you have the One of the things 
that God will give you, By this Assurance is to become a more confident person in him. 
 
To become a more praying person. To become one who prays. With confidence. So the confidence that we have in the 
Lord, Jesus is a confidence that first of all is in him. Second of all, it's a confidence that he hears. Not only do we pray, but 
we pray with this certainty that he is listening. 
 
Now, verse 14 is not talking about our getting the requests. How do you know that looking at verses 14 and 15 together? 
Because verse 15 adds knowing that we are getting to the requests to what verse 14 says. So this is the confidence that we 
have in him that if we ask anything according to his, will he hears And if we know that he hears us whatever we ask, we 
know that we have the petitions. 
 
So knowing that you have the petitions is actually something different than what verse 14 is saying, verse 14 is saying the 
confidence that you have in. Jesus is a confidence that doesn't just lead you to pray. But it's a confidence that when you are 
praying, you're aware, that God is listening. 
 
You're aware that he cares. You'd not only do you matter to him. What you have to say, matters to God. Now does God 
already know what he's going to do? Absolutely, he does. We ask according to his will. This is one thing that belonging to 
him in Christ makes us even more desirous to do to learn what the Bible says. 
 
So that the more our hearts and minds are shaped to be like Christ's as we pray, the more we will ask, what is according to 
his will, if his word. if you abide in him and his word abides in you, the Lord Jesus says ask whatever you want. 
 
And you will have it. Well, the ask whatever you want is conditioned by his word abiding in you, we, we want to ask 
according to his will. So God already knows what he's going to say. And or what he's going to do and sometimes you hear 
people say, oh, God already knows. 
 
Why would I pray? Why would you pray? The Living. God cares. What you say. He cares what you think? He pays 
attention as you lift up your heart to him? If this is the confidence that we have in him, if we ask anything according to his, 
will he hears us, he's listening He cares. 
 
Prayer then is Much more than making requests to God. It is engagement with God. It's fellowship with him. Note that the 
implied hearer here is God himself. But more specifically. The god, man, it's the Lord Jesus. It is. These things I have written 
to you, who believe in the name of the Son of God. 
 



Okay. So he's the one in whom we're believing That you may know that you have eternal life that you may continue to 
believe in the name of the Son of God. Now, this is the confidence that we have in him and still him the Son of God, Jesus, 
that if we ask anything according to his will, it's still the Son of God Jesus. 
 
He hears. So, when when one faithful Minister was here and he was speaking on the Trinity. Asked, if you know anyone 
knew The one prayer in the Bible that was to the Lord Jesus Christ. Of course, Stephen crying out. Lord, Jesus received my 
spirit. Although he gave partial credit for Peter saying Lord help when he was on the water. 
 
but here in first John, Verse. Of chapter 5 verse 14. It's Jesus to whom we pray. If we ask anything according to his will, it's 
still the same hymn, it's still the same object as all the way through from verse 13. Jesus, hears us because he's not just a 
man. 
 
He's also God. And he can hear. But we pray. Jesus is God. Prayer is worship. It must be offered to him alone and through 
him through the Lord Jesus alone, it cannot must not be offered to any mere man. Prayer. Is then a fellowship we're 
speaking and he is hearing just as you have often had fellowship with him in his word perhaps even now as you are 
hearing, the passage opened and you're reviewing the text and the phrases are ringing in your ears and by his servant the 
Lord, Jesus is explaining to you what it means and pressing the claims of the passage upon you, he is engaging you. 
 
Your heart to say yes my Lord Jesus. My confidence is in you. My life is joined to yours. I love to pray to you. Thank you for 
listening to me. He speaks by his word and you hear you have fellowship with him in the hearing of his word. Well you also 
have fellowship with him in praying Because if you have him and you have eternal life, one of the things that you know, one 
of the great parts of the confidence that you have in him, is that as you pray, God is listening to you. 
 
They sought very much to change how you pray if you are accustomed to praying in a In a wooden manner. A robotic 
matter if you're if you're accustomed to to praying red prayers without it coming from your own heart and agreeing with what 
you're reading. And if if you have gotten into the habit of leading your family in prayer or maybe as you pray with your family, 
and you each get to pray and to lead others in prayer and you're thinking a lot about what the others are going to think if 
you're praying. 
 
But Jesus is the one. Who should have hold of our heart as we pray? We are praying and he is listening prayer, becomes 
Fellowship. This is been one of the themes of this short letter. Back in. Verse 2 or verse 3 of chapter 1. He said that which 
we have seen and heard we declare to you that you also may have fellowship with us and truly our fellowship, our shared 
life Is with the father. 
 
And with his son, Jesus Christ. Forever comes Fellowship. Answered prayer then becomes an affirmation of your faith in 
him. It becomes not just a A an awareness that prayer works that prayer is a means by which God has ordained to do 
things and you pray to him. And then what you asked for, he gives you And and you say, aha, just as God said, we ask and 
we have what we ask and it works but it's even sweeter than that. 
 
Because when he answers, you remember all those times that you were praying And you realize, He was listening to me 
then and he was listening to me, then, and he was listening to me, then, and he was listening to me, then You may have 
been praying for something or for someone. 
 
For many years. Hundreds and thousands of times. And in the day that God answers that prayer, you realize. And even if 
you don't get to see or know that he gives you the particular thing that you're asking, you may know now. But when he 
answers a prayer, you realize, He was listening every single time. 
 
He was regarding the sound of my voice. I who am. But breathing dirt? But God, who has given me life and given me Christ 
was listening to me. What a holy and wonderful thing is prayer and how sweet it becomes when we have Assurance of 
What use do you make of your opportunities for fellowship with the Lord Jesus? 
 
Specifically, what use are you making of prayer? As Fellowship. Many a young man or young woman, I'm recently married 
or Or otherwise. I can't wait to get away for a few moments. For the one to speak and the other to listen and for the other to 
speak and the one to listen, What use do you make? 
 
Of getting away to the Lord Jesus sometime. Hopefully not too far in the future. We'll hear the song of songs. Preached. 
And we'll Rejoice over the Lord Jesus. And his desire to get us alone with himself and how the spirit stirs up in Believers, a 
desire to get alone with the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
What used do? We make a prayer? His Fellowship. Well it's not just a confidence in him and a confidence that he hears, it's 
a confidence in which we ask great things. And he actually says this three different ways in these two short verses first, if we 
ask anything That is an invitation an implied instruction command to ask great things. 
 
And if he says, if we ask anything what is especially being covered by that anything the little things, the small things that 
small Faith would dare to ask. No he he says if we ask anything so that we might remember that. It is the great things 



especially that are covered by that anything a very close closely related to that according to his will You want to know the 
prayer? 
 
if you want to look at a, see a prayer or think of a prayer in which great things are asked for, look no further than what is 
commonly called The Lord's Prayer. And why do we pray that way? Why does Jesus say pray this way? Hallowed, Be 
Your Name. 
 
That's a great thing. Thy kingdom come is a. Great thing. Thy will be done is a great thing. The Forgiveness of sins, the 
providential sparing of Temptation, the deliverance from every evil, Such great things that the the foundation upon it, which 
should all rest the certainty that it shall all be answered. 
 
Comes from yours as the kingdom, and the glory, and the power forever. Do you remember what Jesus says just before? 
Just before he teaches us to pray like that, that greatly Says your father in Heaven knows what you need. Before you ask. 
Therefore, Pray this way. He says, here's how to pray according to his will. 
 
Zoe says, If we ask anything he says according to his will and then in verse 15 he says whatever we ask similar again to the 
if we ask anything, whatever we ask Who says, God tells you about a lot of things that are his will. He feeds you. He gives 
you the food that you need every day. 
 
He gives you the clothing that you need every day. He gives you the trouble that you need every day. He gives you to pray 
for everything that you need. He gives you to pray for those little things but when he says, whatever we ask Is instructing us 
teaching us to pray. 
 
Also for the great things that the Bible teaches us. So, according to his will, And so, the confidence that we have by 
Assurance of faith is not just a confidence in him and a confidence that he hears. Is a confidence to ask great things. 
Perhaps, you are. the one who is preaching and you have sometimes come to ask things according to his word. 
 
And as soon as you start praying for those things, you realize how much unbelief there is in your heart, you're asking for 
Revival, or you're asking for the heart of a particular hard-hearted person to be changed or, or for the Salvation of another 
and, and you're pressing on in prayer because, you know, that these are things that the Bible teaches you, you should be 
praying for and you realize I hardly believe in fact, so much of me seems to be disbelieving even as I pray. 
 
God, forgive me. That he would do this. And yet, confidence in him, his confidence to ask great things. What a great reason, 
what a motivation to seek Assurance of Knowing that this Assurance of faith is part of the confidence that produces in us a 
confidence in him. A part of, which is a confidence to ask great things. 
 
Desiring. That he would be glorified by what he hears. Us say that he would be glorified by giving us what we are asking for. 
You see the greater things are the ones that show just who it is that we have. Now you would not do something so gross or 
crass, so forgive the illustration, but if all you were doing was praying for bread, you could pray to a grocer But if you are 
praying for the great things, You make it plain. 
 
That the one that you're praying to is the one who can do these great things. Again, ask Jesus for such things. As no papist 
would ever dare to ask one of his little created Saints. Unto whom he commits the idolatry of praying, which is an act of 
worship. Ask Jesus for things that only God could ever do. 
 
Even instrumentally speaking. That no creature, no mere instrument could ever do those things. The confidence that we 
have as confidence in him confidence that he hears us confidence to ask great things. And then as we have already implied 
from the beginning confidence that he answers. If we know that he hears us, If we know that he's the one who brought us 
into this relationship and one of the reasons he brought us into this relationship is in order to make us to pray so that we 
might enjoy fellowship with him and he might give and enjoy giving to us fellowship with himself. 
 
And that he has willed to work in response to our praying. He's the one who has set all this up. He's the one who's designed 
it all to be this way and his great love is to gather unto himself. All those whom he has intended to redeem and bring into this 
Fellowship from the before the world began, of course. 
 
Course, whatever is according to his will, whatever is unto his glory, whatever is unto your, and any of his people's good, he 
is going to do we know if we know that he hears us, if we know that this is what prayer is God listening to me? Because he 
brought me into Christ, We know that we have the petitions. 
 
So, we have asked for him. And you come and you pray. If it be, your will laying, hold of his willingness laying, hold of his 
wisdom, laying hold of his goodness. Not thinking, here's something that might be too good for me to get. Are too great for 
me to expect. 
 
But rather knowing However, great. However, good. God is doing it because he brought me to pray for this reason. To 
answer in his greatness. And his goodness. Oh, the Lord give you to believe the truth about Jesus. The Lord give you this 



confidence that we have in him to know that you belong to him, that you are in him to know that he hears you as you're 
praying to ask, for great things. 
 
And to have confidence. That he is giving you. What you are asking for? Amen, let's pray. Our gracious. God and our 
heavenly father. Thank you that you give not only. Faith, but Assurance of And we pray that you would give us the 
confidence. Of those who. Have Jesus Christ and have eternal life and have your ear. 
 
And are able to ask you for great things. Make us We pray faithful in praying. And, Give us a holy greed for the greater 
things, not greed and fleshly things. But a holy desire. For the great and the Glorious things that you have intended in Christ. 
And make us certain as we pray that you are answering. 
 
For we ask it through him. Amen. 


