
2024.07.23 Family Worship lesson in “the Proverb of the day”  

Proverbs 23:9 
“When to Save Your Words” 

9 Do not speak in the hearing of a fool, 
 For he will despise the wisdom of your words. 

Pastor teaches his family a selection from “the Proverb of the day.” In this verse of Holy Scripture, the Holy Spirit 
teaches us that if we haven’t been assigned to talk, and the Lord Himself means little to someone, we mustn’t spend 
wise words on them. 

 

(The following is a machine-generated transcription. Please be aware of—and patient with—transcribing errors. If there is 
something confusing or obviously erroneous, you are invited to listen to the audio recording via hopewellarp.org) 

Proverbs 23 verse 9. These are God's words. Do not speak in the hearing of a fool. For he will despise the wisdom. Of your words. Amen, this ends this reading 
of gods inspired and denerrant word. In order for us to keep this instruction, well, we need to have The humility. 
 
To recognize what the Lord has assigned to us. And what the Lord hasn't. If you are a parent, God has told you. That Folly is bound up in the heart of your 
children and he has commanded you To instruct them. And so, obviously, you have to speak. In the hearing of that fool, but He has also given you. 
 
The discipline of the Lord, not just the instruction of the Lord, but the discipline Of the Lord. 
 
Employ Independence upon God, asking God to use the discipline to drive the Folly far from The heart of your child. Asking God to bless all of the means. That 
he has appointed. And for instance, there are other places of authority in the Civil sphere in the state. The civil government and especially in the church. 
 
Those who are in Authority, are To disciple. And wherever there is that Authority. There is either Uh, punishment in the Civil sphere. For crimes, or There is 
discipline. For unrepentant or flagrant sin. And in the church. But most of the time, Uh, we are not. In Authority, over the people around us that may change a 
little bit. 
 
As I began to say that, I realized I am an authority over most of the people around me, usually But most of the time right now, in your particular, Season in life. 
You're not in authority over them. And so someone who A fool. Someone who Does not acknowledge God. 
 
Someone who does not fear him, they might give lip service. But God does not seem to make a difference with them. He says, don't speak to them. Don't speak 
to that person for evil. Despise. The wisdom of your words. And you can find out very quickly. If you are speaking to people with wise words, you can find out 
very quickly. 
 
If they are a fool and if you need to hurry up and start obeying, Proverbs 23 verse 9. Because your wise words would appeal to them, Based upon who the Lord 
is. And the Lord having created them and the Lord, having redeemed them. Assuming you're talking to a Christian because the fool says in his heart, there is no 
God. 
 
And so are words for unbelievers? Uh, ought to be few, we conduct Ordinary business in the world. The way First Corinthians 5 teaches us, and we certainly tell 
them of of Christ. Answer for the hope that is within us. We may inquire after them, but as far as instructing and helping people, 
 
With good counsel. The first part of the Good Counsel, Is to know God in the Lord Jesus Christ. This is one of the Alarming things to me, and the Seminary that I 
was at Was a counseling department. And, The professors in that counseling department. Did not focus on evangelism. 
 
When they counseled unbelievers. That does not follow Proverbs 23 verse 9. Those unbelievers are fools. And they would despise the wisdom of words that 
start with God. But if you can't start with God, Then there is no wisdom is there. That if, for instance, There's someone who A friend at church. 
 
Or an acquaintance at church or maybe you don't even know them that well, And they ask something or their conversations you start talking? Based on who 
God is and whom he has made us to be to himself. And what his word says, the encouragements and Comforts the the good Theology instruction, correction, 
and rebuke and training. 
 
All the wonderful things that God has given us in his work. And you notice that That doesn't really make much of a difference to the person you're talking to. Or 
maybe even they're annoyed by it. Or they think you're one of those goody goody Christians. And maybe even they sneer at you, or maybe even verbally mock 
you for it. 
 
Any of those responses say? The fact that God is and who God is, and what he is like and what he has said, Is not. Something that prevails with this person, it's 
not something that matters to them. So you say, well, It's the fool who says in his heart. 
 
There is no, God, even if he says with their lips with his lips that there is a God And then, you just obey. What the Bible says you decide. I'm not. Speak. Of such 
things with this person again. Not because you despise them. You pray for their conversion or pray for their maturing in Christ. 
 
Perhaps they are converted and you're definitely supposed to treat them as a Christian if they have. Uh, if they're a member in good standing in the church, 
But if it's a child, of course you pray, especially for their parents. That God would help their parents to be faithful. In the discipline of the Lord, and the 
instruction of the Lord that God would bless that to them, you pray for their Elders. 
 
That God would help their Elders. Be faithful in prayer and in the ministry of the word. That God would bless his means to them. But it has not been assigned to 
you. Necessarily to tell them. And your think, before you speak, Acronym the it would fail on the end. 
 
Count. Is it necessary? No, because it's not your job. God has assigned it to somebody else. Okay, so Do not speak in the hearing of a fool. Most of the time 
every once in a while there. A situation whereas wrong not to speak. But in most situations, If your default is to keep your mouth shut, you'll do the right thing. 
 
The Bible says that doesn't it? Let each of you be slow to speak. And quick to listen. And this helps us especially when we say, but they're fools, they need to 
know. Is it? God says they're false. Reason do not speak in the hearing of a fool. They need to know. 
 



That's true. But your God has told you. That, although they may need to know. The way they're going to be. Their way, they're going to come to know, is not by 
you multiplying words. This is similar to. What we learned in Matthew? When the Lord Jesus told us. Not to cast our pearls before swine. 
 
Or to give that which is Holy to dogs. So, my dear children, the Lord help you. Uh, thinking back over some of your lives. Um, Places where you loved and cared 
for the person, you talked to Uh, maybe there were sabbath breaking. Maybe they were dishonoring their parents or whatever it was. 
 
You've corrected them verbally? And it wasn't for you to do. Something for you to listen to Sophia. Because you are learning and hearing things. Uh, in family 
worship and from your parents that you really need And there are other people in the church that need them too. But you are not supposed to be the one who 
tells them. 
 
And we could talk about figuring out the situations. But unless I tell you to tell them which I'm not gonna do, It is not your job. To instruct anyone in the church 
to understand. 
 
So it is not your job. Sophia in particular or any of you. To instruct someone else. Now one, happy thing that happens. Is when you're with people who aren't 
fools. And we hope that we in our family are not going to be fools. That when one of our Big brothers or sisters or one of our little brothers or sisters. 
 
Reminds us of what the Lord says that that will prevail with us that we won't. Uh, be instantly defensive or attacking. Wouldn't it be sad if rather than being 
helped? Uh, brother or sister saying, hey, get up off the couch and go help Mom. We're not supposed to let her slave for us, we if she's working, we're working 
with her. 
 
That you say, why don't you do it or you're not in charge of me or no? Because then if you answer that way then the the brother or sister who tried to help you 
is going to Wait a minute. Am I in a Proverbs 23 9 situation? They just answered me that way when I was trying to help them honor, the Lord in the family. 
 
Are they a fool right now? That. Will despise the wisdom of my words. And they wouldn't, you don't say if someone is acting that way, since haha, you're the 
fool from Proverbs 23 verse 9, But if you do find that you Chand over your mouth. Maybe you confront them about. 
 
What they're doing. Get Mom or Dad to come help you. If that doesn't Prevail, definitely. We try to recover one another, we're not Give up on anyone in our 
family as a fool. But don't you be the fool that somebody else has to Proverbs 23 9 about Okay. But, I hope this does help you. 
 
Resist, the idea that you have to be the one to tell everyone. Uh, they may need to know. But God has appointed people. And if you're pleading with them, 
Um, on in a brotherly or sisterly way. On the basis of the Lord himself. Does not Avail does not work. 
 
And just remember, The Lord does not require you to persist. In fact, He tells you not to speak. In the hearing of that full. Helpful, isn't it? Let's pray. Our Father 
in Heaven. We thank you for this part of your word, please do not let us be fools. Who cannot speak be spoken to? 
 
Despise the wisdom of others words. And, Please give us insight and understanding and help us by your spirit. To remember what your word says. When we 
are in a situation where we need to not speak anymore, Because the fool is despising the wisdom of those words. We thank you, Lord for Practical, and wise 
and upright and life-giving. 
 
Your word is Even in. It's wisdom. And we thank you that it is. You yourself who use it in our lives. So please do so, we ask through Jesus Christ. Amen. 


