


Lesson 19 – The Eighth Commandment

Puritan Catechism

59 Q. Which is the eighth commandment?

A. The eighth commandment is, “You shall not steal.” (Exodus 20:15).

Hebrew  ב ֔ תִּגְנֹֽ (gaw-nab): to steal or rob (men, cattle, objects, etc.), to 
carry away, to take away secretly, to deceive.

Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture taken from the Legacy Standard Bible (LSB) Copyright ©2021 by The Lockman Foundation. Used by Permission.



Lesson 19 – The Eighth Commandment

Puritan Catechism
60 Q. What is forbidden in the eighth commandment?
A. The eighth commandment forbids whatever does or may unjustly hinder 

our own (1 Tim. 5:8; Prov. 28:19; Prov. 21:6), or our neighbour’s wealth, 
or outward estate (Eph. 4:28).

1 Timothy 5:8 But if  anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for 
those of  his household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an 
unbeliever.
Proverbs 28:19 He who cultivates his ground will be satisfied with food,
But he who pursues empty things will be satisfied with poverty.
Proverbs 21:6 Working for treasures by a lying tongue is a fleeting breath, by 
those who pursue death.



Lesson 19 – The Eighth Commandment

Westminster Larger Catechism
Q. 141. What are the duties required in the eighth commandment?
A. The duties required in the eighth commandment are, truth, faithfulness, 
and justice in contracts and commerce between man and man; rendering to 
every one his due; restitution of  goods unlawfully detained from the right 
owners thereof; giving and lending freely, according to our abilities, and the 
necessities of  others; moderation of  our judgments, wills, and affections, 
concerning worldly goods; a provident care and study to get, keep, use, and 
dispose of  those things which are necessary and convenient for the 
sustentation of  our nature, and suitable to our condition; a lawful calling, and 
diligence in it; frugality; avoiding unnecessary law-suits, and suretyship, or 
other like engagements; and an endeavor, by all just and lawful means, to 
procure, preserve, and further the wealth and outward estate of  others, as well 
as our own.
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Westminster Larger Catechism

Q. 141. References 

Ps. 15:2, 4; Zech. 7:4, 10; Zech. 8:16-17; Rom. 13:7; Lev. 6:2-5; Luke 
19:8; Luke 6:30, 38; 1 John 3:17; Eph. 4:28; Gal. 6:10; 1 Tim. 6:6-9; 
Gal. 6:14; 1 Tim. 5:8; Prov. 27:23-27; Ecc. 2:24; Ecc. 3:12-13; 

1 Tim. 6:17-18; Isa. 38:1; Matt. 11: 8; 1 Cor. 7:20; Gen. 2:15; Gen. 3:19; 
Eph. 4:28; Prov. 10:4; John 6:12; Prov. 21:20; 1 Cor. 6:1-9; Prov. 6:1-6; 

Prov. 11:15; Lev. 25:35; Deut. 22:1-4; Ex. 23:4-5; Gen. 47:14, 20; Phil. 
2:4; Matt. 22:39.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps.+15%3A2%2C+4%3B+Zech.+7%3A4%2C+10%3B+Zech.+8%3A16-17%3B+Rom.+13%3A7%3B+Lev.+6%3A2-5%3B+Luke+19%3A8%3B+Luke+6%3A30%2C+38%3B+1+John+3%3A17%3B+Eph.+4%3A28%3B+Gal.+6%3A10%3B+1+Tim.+6%3A6-9%3B+Gal.+6%3A14%3B+1+Tim.+5%3A8%3B+Prov.+27%3A23-27%3B+Ecc.+2%3A24%3B+Ecc.+3%3A12-13%3B+&version=LSB&interface=print
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps.+15%3A2%2C+4%3B+Zech.+7%3A4%2C+10%3B+Zech.+8%3A16-17%3B+Rom.+13%3A7%3B+Lev.+6%3A2-5%3B+Luke+19%3A8%3B+Luke+6%3A30%2C+38%3B+1+John+3%3A17%3B+Eph.+4%3A28%3B+Gal.+6%3A10%3B+1+Tim.+6%3A6-9%3B+Gal.+6%3A14%3B+1+Tim.+5%3A8%3B+Prov.+27%3A23-27%3B+Ecc.+2%3A24%3B+Ecc.+3%3A12-13%3B+&version=LSB&interface=print
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps.+15%3A2%2C+4%3B+Zech.+7%3A4%2C+10%3B+Zech.+8%3A16-17%3B+Rom.+13%3A7%3B+Lev.+6%3A2-5%3B+Luke+19%3A8%3B+Luke+6%3A30%2C+38%3B+1+John+3%3A17%3B+Eph.+4%3A28%3B+Gal.+6%3A10%3B+1+Tim.+6%3A6-9%3B+Gal.+6%3A14%3B+1+Tim.+5%3A8%3B+Prov.+27%3A23-27%3B+Ecc.+2%3A24%3B+Ecc.+3%3A12-13%3B+&version=LSB&interface=print
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Tim.+6%3A17-18%3B+Isa.+38%3A1%3B+Matt.+11%3A+8%3B+1+Cor.+7%3A20%3B+Gen.+2%3A15%3B+Gen.+3%3A19%3B+Eph.+4%3A28%3B+Prov.+10%3A4%3B+John+6%3A12%3B+Prov.+21%3A20%3B+1+Cor.+6%3A1-9%3B+Prov.+6%3A1-6&version=LSB&interface=print
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Tim.+6%3A17-18%3B+Isa.+38%3A1%3B+Matt.+11%3A+8%3B+1+Cor.+7%3A20%3B+Gen.+2%3A15%3B+Gen.+3%3A19%3B+Eph.+4%3A28%3B+Prov.+10%3A4%3B+John+6%3A12%3B+Prov.+21%3A20%3B+1+Cor.+6%3A1-9%3B+Prov.+6%3A1-6&version=LSB&interface=print
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov.+11%3A15%3B+Lev.+25%3A35%3B+Deut.+22%3A1-4%3B+Ex.+23%3A4-5%3B+Gen.+47%3A14%2C+20%3B+Phil.+2%3A4%3B+Matt.+22%3A39&version=LSB&interface=print
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov.+11%3A15%3B+Lev.+25%3A35%3B+Deut.+22%3A1-4%3B+Ex.+23%3A4-5%3B+Gen.+47%3A14%2C+20%3B+Phil.+2%3A4%3B+Matt.+22%3A39&version=LSB&interface=print
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Westminster Larger Catechism
Q. 142. What are the sins forbidden in the eighth commandment?
A. The sins forbidden in the eighth commandment, besides the neglect of  the duties 
required, are, theft, robbery, man-stealing, and receiving any thing that is stolen; 
fraudulent dealing; false weights and measures; removing landmarks; injustice and 
unfaithfulness in contracts between man and man, or in matters of  trust; 
oppression; extortion; usury; bribery; vexatious lawsuits; unjust inclosures and 
depopulations; engrossing commodities to enhance the price, unlawful callings, and 
all other unjust or sinful ways of  taking or withholding from our neighbor what 
belongs to him, or of  enriching ourselves; covetousness; inordinate prizing and 
affecting worldly goods; distrustful and distracting cares and studies in getting, 
keeping, and using them; envying at the prosperity of  others; as likewise idleness, 
prodigality, wasteful gaming; and all others ways whereby we do unduly prejudice 
our own outward estate, and defrauding ourselves of  the due use and comfort of  
that estate which God hath given us.
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Westminster Larger Catechism

Q. 142. References 

Jas. 2:15-16; 1 John 3:17; Eph. 4:28; Ps. 62:10; 1 Tim. 1:10; Prov. 29:24; 
Ps. 1:18; 1 Thess. 4:6; Prov. 11:1; Prov. 20:10; Deut. 19:14; Prov. 23:10; 
Amos 8:5; Ps. 37:21; Luke 16:10-12; Ezek. 22:29; Lev. 25:17; 

Matt. 23:25; Ezek. 22:12; Ps. 15:5; Job 15:34; 1 Cor. 6:6-8; Prov. 3:29-
30; Isa. 5:8; Mic. 2:2; Prov. 11:26; Acts 19:19, 24-25; Job 20:19; Jas. 5:4;

Prov. 21:6; Luke 12:15; 1 Tim. 6:5; Col. 3:2; Prov. 23:5; Ps. 62:10; Matt. 
6:25, 31, 34; Ecc. 5:12; Ps. 73:3; Ps. 37:1, 7; 2 Thess. 3:11; Prov. 18:9; 
Prov. 21:17; Prov. 23:20-21; Prov. 28:19; Ecc. 4:8; Ecc. 6:2; 1 Tim. 5:8.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jas.+2%3A15-16%3B+1+John+3%3A17%3B+Eph.+4%3A28%3B+Ps.+62%3A10%3B+1+Tim.+1%3A10%3B+Prov.+29%3A24%3B+Ps.+1%3A18%3B+1+Thess.+4%3A6%3B+Prov.+11%3A1%3B+Prov.+20%3A10%3B+Deut.+19%3A14%3B+Prov.+23%3A10%3B+Amos+8%3A5%3B+Ps.+37%3A21%3B+Luke+16%3A10-12%3B+Ezek.+22%3A29%3B+Lev.+25%3A17&version=LSB&interface=print
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jas.+2%3A15-16%3B+1+John+3%3A17%3B+Eph.+4%3A28%3B+Ps.+62%3A10%3B+1+Tim.+1%3A10%3B+Prov.+29%3A24%3B+Ps.+1%3A18%3B+1+Thess.+4%3A6%3B+Prov.+11%3A1%3B+Prov.+20%3A10%3B+Deut.+19%3A14%3B+Prov.+23%3A10%3B+Amos+8%3A5%3B+Ps.+37%3A21%3B+Luke+16%3A10-12%3B+Ezek.+22%3A29%3B+Lev.+25%3A17&version=LSB&interface=print
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jas.+2%3A15-16%3B+1+John+3%3A17%3B+Eph.+4%3A28%3B+Ps.+62%3A10%3B+1+Tim.+1%3A10%3B+Prov.+29%3A24%3B+Ps.+1%3A18%3B+1+Thess.+4%3A6%3B+Prov.+11%3A1%3B+Prov.+20%3A10%3B+Deut.+19%3A14%3B+Prov.+23%3A10%3B+Amos+8%3A5%3B+Ps.+37%3A21%3B+Luke+16%3A10-12%3B+Ezek.+22%3A29%3B+Lev.+25%3A17&version=LSB&interface=print
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt.+23%3A25%3B+Ezek.+22%3A12%3B+Ps.+15%3A5%3B+Job+15%3A34%3B+1+Cor.+6%3A6-8%3B+Prov.+3%3A29-30%3B+Isa.+5%3A8%3B+Mic.+2%3A2%3B+Prov.+11%3A26%3B+Acts+19%3A19%2C+24-25%3B+Job+20%3A19%3B+Jas.+5%3A4&version=LSB&interface=print
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt.+23%3A25%3B+Ezek.+22%3A12%3B+Ps.+15%3A5%3B+Job+15%3A34%3B+1+Cor.+6%3A6-8%3B+Prov.+3%3A29-30%3B+Isa.+5%3A8%3B+Mic.+2%3A2%3B+Prov.+11%3A26%3B+Acts+19%3A19%2C+24-25%3B+Job+20%3A19%3B+Jas.+5%3A4&version=LSB&interface=print
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov.+21%3A6%3B+Luke+12%3A15%3B+1+Tim.+6%3A5%3B+Col.+3%3A2%3B+Prov.+23%3A5%3B+Ps.+62%3A10%3B+Matt.+6%3A25%2C+31%2C+34%3B+Ecc.+5%3A12%3B+Ps.+73%3A3%3B+Ps.+37%3A1%2C+7%3B+2+Thess.+3%3A11%3B+Prov.+18%3A9%3B+Prov.+21%3A17%3B+Prov.+23%3A20-21%3B+Prov.+28%3A19%3B+Ecc.+4%3A8%3B+Ecc.+6%3A2%3B+1+Tim.+5%3A8&version=LSB&interface=print
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov.+21%3A6%3B+Luke+12%3A15%3B+1+Tim.+6%3A5%3B+Col.+3%3A2%3B+Prov.+23%3A5%3B+Ps.+62%3A10%3B+Matt.+6%3A25%2C+31%2C+34%3B+Ecc.+5%3A12%3B+Ps.+73%3A3%3B+Ps.+37%3A1%2C+7%3B+2+Thess.+3%3A11%3B+Prov.+18%3A9%3B+Prov.+21%3A17%3B+Prov.+23%3A20-21%3B+Prov.+28%3A19%3B+Ecc.+4%3A8%3B+Ecc.+6%3A2%3B+1+Tim.+5%3A8&version=LSB&interface=print
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Jesus on stealing:

1. Value things that cannot be stolen. Matthew 6:19 “Do not store up 
for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and 
where thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and 
where thieves do not break in or steal;

2. Abundant Life is not about “stuff ”. John 10:9 I am the door; if  
anyone enters through Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out 
and find pasture. 10 The thief  comes only to steal and kill and 
destroy; I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.
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Paul on stealing:
Ephesians 4:25 Therefore, laying aside falsehood, speak truth each one of  you 
with his neighbor, for we are members of  one another. 26 Be angry, and yet 
do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, 27 and do not give the 
devil an opportunity. 28 He who steals must steal no longer, but rather he 
must labor, performing with his own hands what is good, so that he will have 
something to share with one who has need.
1 Corinthians 6:9 Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit 
the kingdom of  God? Do not be deceived; neither the sexually immoral, nor 
idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals, 10 nor thieves, nor 
the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, will inherit the 
kingdom of  God. 11 And such were some of  you; but you were washed, but 
you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of  the Lord Jesus 
Christ and in the Spirit of  our God.
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Paul on stealing:

Romans 13:8 Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another; for he 
who loves his neighbor has fulfilled the law. 9 For this, “You shall not 
commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall 
not covet,” and if  there is any other commandment, it is summed up in 
this word, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does not 
work evil against a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfillment of  the Law.
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The Lesson of  Achan

Joshua 6:18 But as for you, only keep yourselves from the things 
devoted to destruction, lest as you are devoting them to destruction, you 
also take some of  the things devoted to destruction and make the camp 
of  Israel devoted to destruction and bring trouble on it. 19 But all the 
silver and gold and articles of  bronze and iron are holy to Yahweh; they 
shall go into the treasury of  Yahweh.” 

Joshua 7:But the sons of  Israel acted unfaithfully in regard to the things 
devoted to destruction. Achan, the son of  Carmi, the son of  Zabdi, the 
son of  Zerah, from the tribe of  Judah, took some of  the devoted things; 
therefore the anger of  Yahweh burned against the sons of  Israel.
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The Lesson of  Achan

Joshua 7:2 Now Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai, which is near 
Beth-aven, east of  Bethel, and said to them, “Go up and spy out the 
land.” So the men went up and spied out Ai. 3 Then they returned to 
Joshua and said to him, “Do not have all the people go up; only about 
two or three thousand men need go up to strike down Ai; do not have 
all the people toil up there, for they are few.” 4 So about three thousand 
men from the people went up there, but they fled from the men of  Ai. 5 
And the men of  Ai struck down about thirty-six of  their men and 
pursued them from the gate as far as Shebarim and struck them down 
on the descent, so the hearts of  the people melted and became as water.
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The Lesson of  Achan

Joshua 7:11 Israel has sinned, and they have also trespassed against My 
covenant which I commanded them. And they have even taken some of  
the things devoted to destruction and have both stolen and dealt falsely. 
Moreover, they have also put them among their own things. 12 
Therefore the sons of  Israel cannot rise before their enemies; they turn 
their backs before their enemies, for they have become devoted to 
destruction. I will not be with you anymore unless you destroy the 
things devoted to destruction from your midst. 



Lesson 19 – The Eighth Commandment

The Lesson of  Achan

Joshua 7:19 Then Joshua said to Achan, “My son, I implore you, give 
glory to Yahweh, the God of  Israel, and give praise to Him; and declare 
to me now what you have done. Do not hide it from me.” 20 So Achan
answered Joshua and said, “Truly, I have sinned against Yahweh, the 
God of  Israel, and this is what I did: 21 I saw among the spoil a 
beautiful mantle from Shinar and two hundred shekels of  silver and a 
bar of  gold fifty shekels in weight; then I coveted them and took them; 
and behold, they are concealed in the earth inside my tent with the 
silver underneath it.”
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The Lesson of  Achan
Joshua 7:22 So Joshua sent messengers, and they ran to the tent; and behold, 
it was concealed in his tent with the silver underneath it. 23 And they took 
them from inside the tent and brought them to Joshua and to all the sons of  
Israel, and they poured them out before Yahweh. 24 Then Joshua and all 
Israel with him, took Achan the son of  Zerah, the silver, the mantle, the bar 
of  gold, his sons, his daughters, his oxen, his donkeys, his sheep, his tent, and 
all that belonged to him; and they brought them up to the valley of  Achor. 25 
And Joshua said, “Why have you troubled us? Yahweh will trouble you this 
day.” And all Israel stoned him with stones; and they burned them with fire 
after they had stoned them with stones. 26 Then they raised over him a great 
heap of  stones that stands to this day, and Yahweh turned from His burning 
anger. Therefore the name of  that place has been called the valley of  Achor to 
this day.
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The Lesson of  Ananias and Sapphira:
Acts 5:1 But a man named Ananias, with his wife Sapphira, sold a piece 
of  property, 2 and kept back some of  the price for himself, with his 
wife’s full knowledge. And bringing a portion of  it, he laid it at the 
apostles’ feet. 3 But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your 
heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back some of  the price of  the 
land? 4 While it remained unsold, did it not remain your own? And 
after it was sold, was it not under your authority? Why is it that you laid 
this deed in your heart? You have not lied to men but to God.” 5 And as 
he heard these words, Ananias fell down and breathed his last; and 
great fear came over all who heard. 6 And the young men rose up and 
wrapped him up, and after carrying him out, they buried him.



Lesson 19 – The Eighth Commandment

The Lesson of  Ananias and Sapphira:

Acts 5:7 Now there was an interval of  about three hours, and his wife 
came in, not knowing what had happened. 8 And Peter responded to 
her, “Tell me whether you were paid this much for the land?” And she 
said, “Yes, that much.” 9 Then Peter said to her, “Why is it that you 
have agreed together to put the Spirit of  the Lord to the test? Behold, 
the feet of  those who buried your husband are at the door, and they will 
carry you out as well.” 10 And immediately she fell at his feet and 
breathed her last, and the young men came in and found her dead, and 
they carried her out and buried her beside her husband. 11 And great 
fear came over the whole church, and over all who heard these things.
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John Calvin on the Eighth Commandment:
This command is another important foundation for human society, 
establishing the right to personal property. God has clearly entrusted 
certain possessions to certain individuals, and other people or states are 
not permitted to take that property without due process of  law.
We can also steal from God. Of  course, this demands we honor God 
with our financial resources, so we are not guilty of  robbing Him 
(Malachi 3:8-10). But we can also rob God by refusing to give Him 
ourselves for obedience and His service, because He bought us and 
owns us: knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, 
like silver or gold… but with the precious blood of  Christ (1 Peter 1:18-
19).
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John Calvin on the Eighth Commandment:

Since charity is the end of  the Law, we must seek the definition of  theft from 
thence. This, then, is the rule of  charity, that every one’s rights should be 
safely preserved, and that none should do to another what he would not have 
done to himself. It follows, therefore, that not only are those thieves who 
secretly steal the property of  others, but those also who seek for gain from the 
loss of  others, accumulate wealth by unlawful practices, and are more 
devoted to their private advantage than to equity. Thus, rapine is 
comprehended under the head of  theft, since there is no difference between a 
man’s robbing his neighbor by fraud or force. But, in order that God may the 
better withhold His people from all fraudulent injustice, He uses the word 
theft, which all naturally abhor as disgraceful.
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John Calvin on the Eighth Commandment:

For we know under how many coverings men bury their misdeeds; and 
not only so, but also how they convert them into praise by false pretexts. 
Craft and low cunning is called prudence; and he is spoken of  as 
provident and circumspect who cleverly overreaches others, who takes 
in the simple, and insidiously oppresses the poor. Since, therefore, the 
world boasts of  vices as if  they were virtues, and thus all freely excuse 
themselves in sin, God wipes away all this gloss, when tie pronounces 
all unjust means of  gain to be so many thefts. Nor let us be surprised 
that this decision should be given by the divine tribunal, when the 
philosophers deliver nearly the same doctrine.
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John Calvin on the Eighth Commandment:

We must bear in mind also, that an affirmative precept, as it is called, is 
connected with the prohibition; because, even if  we abstain from all 
wrong-doing, we do not therefore satisfy God, who has laid mankind 
under mutual obligation to each other, that they may seek to benefit, 
care for, and succor their neighbors. Wherefore He undoubtedly 
inculcates liberality and kindness, and the other duties, whereby human 
society is maintained; and hence, in order that we may not be 
condemned as thieves by God, we must endeavor, as far as possible, that 
every one should safely keep what he possesses, and that our neighbor’s 
advantage should be promoted no less than our own.
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It is not enough not to take from our neighbors. We must give, with 
cheerfulness and liberality! 
2 Cor. 9:6 Now this I say, he who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and 
he who sows with blessing will also reap with blessing. 7 Each one must do 
just as he has purposed in his heart, not grudgingly or under compulsion, for 
God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to make every grace abound to 
you, so that in everything at every time having every sufficiency, you may 
have an abundance for every good deed; 9 as it is written, “He scattered 
abroad, he gave to the needy, His righteousness stands forever.” 10 Now He 
who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply 
your seed and increase the harvest of  your righteousness; 11 you will be 
enriched in everything for all generosity, which through us is bringing about 
thanksgiving to God. 12 For the ministry of  this service is not only fully 
supplying the needs of  the saints, but is also abounding through many 
thanksgivings to God.
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