
2022.05.21 Family Worship lesson in “the Proverb of the day”  

Proverbs 21:22 
“The Divine Power of Wisdom Overwhelms the Weakness of the Greatest Creaturely Strength”  

click bit.ly/3G4BAPw to hear this devotional as taught in family worship (or scan QR code→)  

 
22 A wise man scales the city of the mighty, 
 And brings down the trusted stronghold. 

Pastor leads his family in a selection from “the Proverb of the day.” In this verse of Holy Scripture, the Holy 

Spirit teaches us that the fear of the Lord leads to the strongest life possible: one lived by faith, in obedience 
to God’s precepts, and following God’s principles. 

 

(The following is a machine-generated transcription. Please be aware of—and patient with—transcribing errors. If 
there is something confusing or obviously erroneous, you are invited to listen to the audio recording referenced above) 

Proverbs 21 verse 22. These are the words of God. A wise man scales. The city of the mighty and brings down the trusted stronghold. So far the 
reading of God's inspired and and entered. There is a temptation. Both concerning ourselves. Someone close that door please. 
 
Thank you. There is a temptation, both concerning ourselves and concerning others as we recently saw in Psalm 50 to overestimate the strength of 
man. Whether it is to trust in our own strength and think that we will make our own name. Last for generations. Hopefully, you remembering this 
home now, or when we're afraid, when someone comes into power, or comes into well and starts to execute their plans, There are men who are 
stronger than others and who seem to have the upper hand for a little while. 
 
But the comparative strength of the strongest. Man to the weakest man is as nothing Next to the strength of God, which is a reason. Why? Even 
when we are strong, we must not trust in our strength, and even when others are strong, we must not fear their strength. The fear of the Lord is 
the beginning of wisdom, recognizing that he is God, and that we are not that he rules and overrules. 
 
All things that wickedness though. It may for a time. So forest serves the goodness of God in his work in the world wickedness for a time. May seem 
to have the upper hand and yet it will always be. Punished that no one ever gets away with anything and wickedness is never winning quote 
unquote, because winning means in the process of getting the victory. 
 
And it shall not. And so, when we think of the city of the mighty and what a very difficult thing, it is, when the city of the mighty has waltz and here 
the verb in verse 2, the first part of verse 22 describes the ability to get up over the walls and down into the other side. 
 
And yet, if you have a, a city with walls and mighty men upon it, it is an almost impossible thing to get over the walls with the mighty men upon it, 
except that, God is working. All of his will outside the walls. And God is working. All of his will inside the walls and God is working. 
 
All of his will even upon the walls themselves. And so if you live, according to the commands of God, the precepts of God, in which he tells us what 
to do. And if you live according to the principles of God, living wisely and recognition that God has not only given us his word in which he gives us 
commands. 
 
But also his world in which we can observe and respond to the way that he makes things to work That there are quote-unquote laws that govern 
things like physics and chemistry and mathematics. And there is in the ordinary providence. Of God, There are things called quote laws of 
interaction in societies and so forth that are both maintained by the Providence of God. 
 
The reason physics works. The reason chemistry works is because God and his providence is consistent in ruling, how particles interact with one 
another. And the reason why pride comes before a fall works, is because God is consistent in his providence. In what he does in societies, Some of 
the greatest kingdoms and men in terms of their power and influence and wealth and success in battle. 
 
And and so forth have had some of the most spectacular and disastrous falls in terms of their destruction or humiliation or that which brought an 
end to their control of their authority and their wealth. And there are many other such exercises of biblical wisdom, following both precept and 
principle from the Word of God. 
 
And so since God is ruling an overruling in the city and outside of the city. And on top of the wall that divides the inside from the outside, the way 
to beat that mighty man is not to be a little bit mightier than he is so that you can scramble up and have the battle on top and make it down to the 
other side. 
 
If you are living according to wisdom, where you begin with the fear of the Lord, you already know that you are winning. You may die in the 
process, but you will still win as Revelation. 12 says, they overcame by the blood of the land, and by the word of their testimony, you who did that, 
those who did not their lot, love their lives, even unto death, Those who lived in the fear of the Lord, to honor him. 
 
First, and foremost with confidence in him and his righteousness. And even what we saw recently in Psalm, 50 tells us the same thing that the man 
who is so proud, goes to his grave like a beast. He doesn't have much more of a lasting impact on this world than the sheep who is put into the 
ground. 
 
Having provided a little bit of mutton and a little bit of of wool. But the righteous will rule over the wicked in the morning, referring to the morning 
of resurrection. So a wise man scales, the city of the mighty living according to the wisdom of God by the precepts and principles of His Word, 
makes you already victorious in every place because you are participating in the rule and victory of him who works, all things according to the 

https://bit.ly/3G4BAPw


Council of His will Ephesians 1:11 and what in that context does the Council of his will that we whom he has made righteous in Jesus and adopted 
in Jesus would inherit with Jesus so that Psalm 2 then in Christ applies to us nations rage and kings and peoples below plot in vain. 
 
But God mocks them with laughter from heaven because everything belongs to the Lord Jesus by, right? And as granted to us with Jesus by 
adoption. So in every situation, we're there seems to be someone who has the upper hand. You don't combat it primarily or firstly by trying to turn 
back their control of the situation or influence in it or power over it. 
 
You combat them by fearing the Lord, following his commandment following his principles living wisely because he gets the victory and you don't 
have to fear them, it is just as much a mistake for you to fear them or to try to fight their way as it is for them, to think that they are going to come 
out on top by how, well they control the situation. 
 
So, a wise man scales. The city of the mighty and brings down the trusted stronghold. Not only will they be defeated in the end but all that they set 
up will be destroyed in the end. The wise man has God as a stronghold Can. God be destroyed? Sophia. Absolutely not. 
 
But everything else in the creation will be destroyed and then you heavens and a new earth will be made in its place. The scriptures talk about the 
elements being melted as if by fire and the very heavens being burned up and God will make a new heavens and and you earth. 
 
And so we must trust in him who cannot be destroyed rather than putting our trust in something that he's about to burn up and we should 
definitely not be intimidated by what others have erected raised up against the Lord Jesus because all of that will be destroy it. So let us live by 
wisdom, a wise man scales. 
 
The city of the mighty and brings down the trusted stronghold, Praise God, let us who have been made right with God through faith in Jesus Christ, 
live by that faith. In Jesus Christ. Let's ask him to give us such faith, Our Father in heaven. We thank you that it is you who measure out to us a 
portion of faith or a measure of faith, help us O God not to think of ourselves more highly than we ought. 
 
But in accordance with this measuring of faith that you give us and we come crying out for more faith. We pray, we believe help our unbelief. So 
that in every situation where we are tempted to trust in ourselves, we would trust instead in you and in every situation where we are tempted to 
fear, those who seem to have an advantage that you would give us the simple minded, the single-minded focus on doing that which you say to do 
and which applies the wisdom that you have given first in your word, but also by the providence that you consistently apply in your world help us 
Lord to live by faith in Jesus Christ and whom we ask it. 
 
Amen 


