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The Book of Joel

Text:	Joel 1:1-15
Introduction: Joel is probably the earliest of the written prophets. His name means “Jehovah is God”. Many believe that he was born shortly after the time when Elijah challenged the prophets of Baal upon Mt. Carmel. In I Kings 18:39, when the contest between the prophets was finished, the people cried “The LORD, He is the God”. While that contest took place in Israel, Joel was clearly a prophet to Jerusalem and Judah. In fact, he mentions Israel only three times in this book and none of those mentions reference the northern kingdom of Israel but rather the united kingdom of Israel. Because Amos and Isaiah both quote from Joel, it is accepted that Joel’s writings were already read and recognized as scripture by the time of both these men. In fact, Amos begins his prophecy with the same thought that Joel ended his with: Joel 3:16 vs. Amos 1:2. We can also ascertain that Joel’s ministry was earlier than the other prophets by the Gentile nations he references who are enemies of Judah and those nations whom he does not mention. He mentions the Phoenicians, the Philistines, the Edomites, and the Egyptians. These were all enemies of Judah in the earlier part of their history. He makes no mention of the Assyrians or Babylonians which would be later enemies. 

In Joel 1:1, Joel uses the name of his unknown father, Pethuel, to separate his identity from others with the same name. Other than his father’s name, there is no other information given about this prophet. It is only his obedience to God that allows us to even know that he is a prophet. Though he was a prophet, he was clearly not a priest as he speaks constantly in the first chapter of the priests as a separate group of people. 

In the same manner that Isaiah is called “the prophet of the Messiah” because of his clear Messianic prophecies; so, Joel has been called the prophet of the Holy Ghost because of his prophecy concerning the Spirit of God in Joel 2:28-32.

More notably, he has been called “The Prophet of the Day of the LORD”. Five times in this book (1:15; 2:1-2, 10-11, 30-31; 3:14-16) he mentions the day of the LORD. The Day of the LORD is really the theme of this book. “The great theme then is ‘The Day of the Lord,’ that coming day, when the Lord is manifested, when the enemies of Israel are judged, when the Lord restores and redeems Israel.” – Gaebelien 
We will discuss the Day of the LORD in our next lesson.

I.	The Direct Interpretation: chapter 1
	A.	An Invasion of Insects: vs. 1-4
	B.	Resulting in a Famine: vs. 5-14
	C.	Prophecy of a Greater Calamity: vs. 15

	D.	A Devastating Drought: vs. 16-20

Everything this chapter speaks of had or was happening at that time in Judah. Within the context of this chapter, the direct interpretation is the invasion of insects and the drought that was consuming the nation of Judah because of the judgment of God. 
Warren Wiersbe refers to the events of this chapter as the “Immediate Day of the LORD”.

II.	A Prophecy of Impending Judgment: chapter 2
A.	An Invasion of Nations: the insects of chapter one is a preview of greater judgment that is coming to Judah by Gentile nations whom God calls His army. When God’s chastisement in not recognized and responded to with repentance, the chastisement increases. In fact, there would be four invasions that would partially fulfill Joel’s prophecies in chapter two.
1.	The Assyrian Invasion in 701 BC led by Sennacherib that was crushed by the angel of the LORD at the gates of Jerusalem. II Kings 19 (Just for the sake of notes, Joel penned these prophecies somewhere between 900 – 850 BC.
2.	The Babylonian Invasion of 586 BC led by Nebuchadnezzar. II Kings 24
3.	The Russian Invasion which could happen either shortly before or during the tribulation led by Gog. Ezekiel 38-39 
4.	But only the Final Invasion led by the Anti-Christ and his armies which culminates in the Battle of Armageddon would completely fulfill the prophecy. Revelation 16:13-16; 19:11-21.
B.	Each of the afore-mentioned invasions increased in intensity. It is important to note that the Babylonian invasion was the beginning of “the times of the Gentiles”. We have learned in other courses that “the times of the Gentiles” is the time period during which Jerusalem is under Gentile dominion. The times of the Gentiles are still in effect. They will not end until the Final Invasion which culminates in the Battle of Armageddon when Jesus Christ destroys Anti-Christ and his armies.
C.	Equally important to understand is that the prophet Joel gave us a prophecy in Joel 2 signifying when the latter times would begin. Joel 2:28-32 says “And it shall come to pass afterward (the hind part; hereafter; Peter translates this word as ‘the last days’), that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions: And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those days will I pour out my spirit. And I will shew wonders in the heavens and in the earth, blood, and fire, and pillars of smoke. The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and the terrible day of the LORD come. And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the LORD shall be delivered: for in mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the LORD hath said, and in the remnant whom the LORD shall call.” As you and I look at that prophecy, we know for a fact that it has not yet been completely fulfilled. But this is clearly a prophecy concerning the latter times or the last days. Now look at Acts 2:16-21 “But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel; And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams: And on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out in those days of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy: And I will shew wonders in heaven above, and signs in the earth beneath; blood, and fire, and vapour of smoke: The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before that great and notable day of the Lord come: And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”
D.	This prophecy is not just an indication of when the last days will begin. Joel’s prophecy quoted by the Apostle Peter on the Day of Pentecost was God’s final offer of the Kingdom of Heaven to the nation of Israel before setting the nation of Israel aside. Notice carefully,
1.	The Prophets represented God the Father as they preached to Israel that judgment was coming and they needed to repent so that God could fulfill the promises of His Kingdom blessings upon His nation. Israel and Judah both responded by murdering the prophets. In so doing, they rejected God the Father.
2.	After 400 silent years following the book of Malachi, God sent a man named John the Baptist who would “prepare the way of the Lord”. He would preach the gospel of the kingdom and present to Israel their Messiah, their King. They could be baptized indicating their rejection of sin and self-righteousness as a nation and receive the kingdom of Heaven on earth. But the nation again rejected and murdered the Son of God. In so doing, they rejected God the Son.
3.	O but the mercy of God is so rich! You and I look at the Day of Pentecost as being the day the church began…and it is! But as Christ was dying, He prayed “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” In answer, God gave Israel one more chance to accept their crucified King and usher in the kingdom of God on earth. Peter quotes from Joel (and referring to the Pentecostal miracles of the cloven tongues of fire, the pouring out of the Spirit, and the apostles speaking in other languages), he is telling them that the prophecy of Joel could be fulfilled then. God could regather His people, end Gentile dominion (the times of the Gentiles) and set up His kingdom on earth then if the nation of Israel would accept the Christ they crucified as their Messiah. The Pentecostal signs were God-given signs to Israel (as a partial fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy) that the kingdom of heaven was being offered to them once again. But as we read throughout the book of Acts, they rejected again. The Spirit of God was poured out and they rejected the ministry of the Spirit. That constituted a full rejection of the kingdom of heaven to the nation at that time. Acts 13:38-48; Acts 18:6; Acts 28:28. 
4.	The prophecy of Joel 2 is the New Covenant being offered to Israel. “And it shall come to pass that whosever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.” And they rejected! The New Covenant belongs to Israel. It was preached to the Jew first! But the Jew rejected and rejected and rejected! And God offered it to the Gentiles! And while there are few Jews in the church, it is predominantly Gentile. The Church is Jesus’ Gentile Bride! 
E.	Joel’s prophecy was partially fulfilled on the Day of Pentecost but it awaits full and final fulfillment when the Second Coming of Christ occurs, the church is raptured, the tribulation is finished, and the Millenial Reign of Christ begins.
Everything in this chapter speaks of coming judgment on the nation if they did not 
repent, obey God, and receive His kingdom.
Warren Wiersbe refers to the prophecies of Joel 2 as the “Imminent Day of the 
LORD”.

III.	The Day of the LORD
	This lesson will be taught next week…










