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Message 1. The Savior Rejected – Acts 2:22-23 
Pastor Phillip M Way 

The Triumphal Entry - We celebrate it on Sunday as we gather for worship, but it actually happened on 
Monday. This was the very day that the Passover Lamb was chosen by Jewish families and brought into 
the house. Jesus entered Jerusalem and was proclaimed by the people to be their King. They cried out 
“Hosanna” which means “Save Now” and was a fulfillment of Psalm 118. A few days later that same 
week, on Friday, Jesus would be illegally tried, wrongly convicted, and executed by crucifixion on the hill 
called Golgotha. The Savior who had been sent to seek and save that which was lost would be rejected, 
just as the Scripture prophesied.  
 
 

I. Jesus of Nazareth – Acts 2:22-23 
A. Attested by God to You 

1. Miracles, Wonders, and Signs – Matt. 11:2-5 
2. God Did through Him – John 10:32, 37-38 
3. “As You Yourselves Know” – Rom. 1:21, 25, 28, 32 

B. Delivered by God – Rom. 8:32; 2 Cor. 5:21 
1. Determined Purpose and Foreknowledge – Psa. 118:22-24; Gen. 3:15 
2. Before the Foundation of the World – 1 Peter 1:18-21; Eph. 1:4; Rev. 13:7-9 

C. You Have Lawlessly Crucified 
1. False Charges and an Illegal Trial – Mark 14:53-65; Luke 22:66-71 
2. An Innocent Man – Luke 23:4, 13-16, 22; John 19:13-15 

II. The Stone Rejected – Psa. 118:22-24 
A. The Temple Builders – Psalm 118:22 
B. The People of Israel – Mark 12:1-12; Rom. 9:30-33; 11:11-12 
C. A Rock of Offense – 1 Peter 2:4-8 

III. The Rock of Our Salvation – Psa. 95:1 
A. The Rock in the Wilderness – 1 Cor. 10:1-4 
B. The Rock of Our Confession – Matt. 16:13-19 
C. The Rock of Our Salvation – Daniel 2:44-45; Acts 4:10-12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Cross References 

Matthew 11:2-5 

2 And when John had heard in prison about the works of Christ, he sent two of his disciples 3 and said to 
Him, “Are You the Coming One, or do we look for another?” 4 Jesus answered and said to them, “Go 
and tell John the things which you hear and see: 5 The blind see and the lame walk; the lepers are cleansed 
and the deaf hear; the dead are raised up and the poor have the gospel preached to them. 

John 10:32, 37-38 

32 Jesus answered them, “Many good works I have shown you from My Father. For which of those 
works do you stone Me?” 

37 If I do not do the works of My Father, do not believe Me; 38 but if I do, though you do not believe Me, 
believe the works, that you may know and believe that the Father is in Me, and I in Him.” 

Romans 1:21, 25, 28, 32,  

21 because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became 
futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 

25 who exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the 
Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen. 

28 And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a debased 
mind, to do those things which are not fitting; 

32 who, knowing the righteous judgment of God, that those who practice such things are deserving of 
death, not only do the same but also approve of those who practice them. 

Romans 8:32 

32 He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also 
freely give us all things? 

2 Corinthians 5:21 

21 For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in 
Him. 

Psalm 118:22-24 

22 The stone which the builders rejected Has become the chief cornerstone. 23 This was the Lord’s doing; 
It is marvelous in our eyes. 24 This is the day the Lord has made; We will rejoice and be glad in it. 

Genesis 3:15 

15 And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her Seed; He shall 
bruise your head, And you shall bruise His heel.” 

1 Peter 1:18-21 

18 knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your aimless 
conduct received by tradition from your fathers, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb 
without blemish and without spot. 20 He indeed was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but 



was manifest in these last times for you 21 who through Him believe in God, who raised Him from the 
dead and gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God. 

Ephesians 1:4 

4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without 
blame before Him in love, 

Revelation 13:7-9 

7 It was granted to him to make war with the saints and to overcome them. And authority was given him 
over every tribe, tongue, and nation. 8 All who dwell on the earth will worship him, whose names have 
not been written in the Book of Life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. 9 If anyone has 
an ear, let him hear. 

Mark 14:53-65 

53 And they led Jesus away to the high priest; and with him were assembled all the chief priests, the 
elders, and the scribes. 54 But Peter followed Him at a distance, right into the courtyard of the high priest. 
And he sat with the servants and warmed himself at the fire. 55 Now the chief priests and all the council 
sought testimony against Jesus to put Him to death, but found none. 56 For many bore false witness 
against Him, but their testimonies did not agree. 57 Then some rose up and bore false witness against 
Him, saying, 58 “We heard Him say, ‘I will destroy this temple made with hands, and within three days I 
will build another made without hands.’ ” 59 But not even then did their testimony agree. 60 And the high 
priest stood up in the midst and asked Jesus, saying, “Do You answer nothing? What is it these men 
testify against You?” 61 But He kept silent and answered nothing. Again the high priest asked Him, saying 
to Him, “Are You the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?” 62 Jesus said, “I am. And you will see the Son of 
Man sitting at the right hand of the Power, and coming with the clouds of heaven.” 63 Then the high 
priest tore his clothes and said, “What further need do we have of witnesses? 64 You have heard the 
blasphemy! What do you think?” And they all condemned Him to be deserving of death. 65 Then some 
began to spit on Him, and to blindfold Him, and to beat Him, and to say to Him, “Prophesy!” And the 
officers struck Him with the palms of their hands. 

Luke 22:66-71 

66 As soon as it was day, the elders of the people, both chief priests and scribes, came together and led 
Him into their council, saying, 67 “If You are the Christ, tell us.” But He said to them, “If I tell you, you 
will by no means believe. 68 And if I also ask you, you will by no means answer Me or let Me go. 69 
Hereafter the Son of Man will sit on the right hand of the power of God.” 70 Then they all said, “Are You 
then the Son of God?” So He said to them, “You rightly say that I am.” 71 And they said, “What further 
testimony do we need? For we have heard it ourselves from His own mouth.” 

Luke 23:4 

4 So Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowd, “I find no fault in this Man.” 

Luke 23:13-16 

13 Then Pilate, when he had called together the chief priests, the rulers, and the people, 14 said to them, 
“You have brought this Man to me, as one who misleads the people. And indeed, having examined Him 
in your presence, I have found no fault in this Man concerning those things of which you accuse Him; 15 
no, neither did Herod, for I sent you back to him; and indeed nothing deserving of death has been done by 
Him. 16 I will therefore chastise Him and release Him” 



Luke 23:22 

22 Then he said to them the third time, “Why, what evil has He done? I have found no reason for death in 
Him. I will therefore chastise Him and let Him go.” 

John 19:13-15 

13 When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he brought Jesus out and sat down in the judgment seat in a 
place that is called The Pavement, but in Hebrew, Gabbatha. 14 Now it was the Preparation Day of the 
Passover, and about the sixth hour. And he said to the Jews, “Behold your King!” 15 But they cried out, 
“Away with Him, away with Him! Crucify Him!” Pilate said to them, “Shall I crucify your King?” The 
chief priests answered, “We have no king but Caesar!” 

Psalm 118:22-24 

22 The stone which the builders rejected Has become the chief cornerstone. 23 This was the Lord’s doing; 
It is marvelous in our eyes. 24 This is the day the Lord has made; We will rejoice and be glad in it. 

Mark 12:1-12 

Then He began to speak to them in parables: “A man planted a vineyard and set a hedge around it, dug a 
place for the wine vat and built a tower. And he leased it to vinedressers and went into a far country. 2 
Now at vintage-time he sent a servant to the vinedressers, that he might receive some of the fruit of the 
vineyard from the vinedressers. 3 And they took him and beat him and sent him away empty-handed. 4 
Again he sent them another servant, and at him they threw stones, wounded him in the head, and sent 
him away shamefully treated. 5 And again he sent another, and him they killed; and many others, beating 
some and killing some. 6 Therefore still having one son, his beloved, he also sent him to them last, saying, 
‘They will respect my son.’ 7 But those vinedressers said among themselves, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us 
kill him, and the inheritance will be ours.’ 8 So they took him and killed him and cast him out of the 
vineyard. 9 “Therefore what will the owner of the vineyard do? He will come and destroy the vinedressers, 
and give the vineyard to others. 10 Have you not even read this Scripture: ‘The stone which the builders 
rejected Has become the chief cornerstone. 11 This was the Lord’s doing, And it is marvelous in our 
eyes’?” 12 And they sought to lay hands on Him, but feared the multitude, for they knew He had spoken 
the parable against them. So they left Him and went away. 

Romans 9:30-33 

30 What shall we say then? That Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness, have attained to 
righteousness, even the righteousness of faith; 31 but Israel, pursuing the law of righteousness, has not 
attained to the law of righteousness. 32 Why? Because they did not seek it by faith, but as it were, by the 
works of the law. For they stumbled at that stumbling stone. 33 As it is written: “Behold, I lay in Zion a 
stumbling stone and rock of offense, And whoever believes on Him will not be put to shame.” 

Romans 11:11-12 

11 I say then, have they stumbled that they should fall? Certainly not! But through their fall, to provoke 
them to jealousy, salvation has come to the Gentiles. 12 Now if their fall is riches for the world, and their 
failure riches for the Gentiles, how much more their fullness! 

1 Peter 2:4-8 

4 Coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected indeed by men, but chosen by God and precious, 5 you 
also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 Therefore it is also contained in the Scripture, “Behold, I lay in 



Zion A chief cornerstone, elect, precious, And he who believes on Him will by no means be put to 
shame.” 7 Therefore, to you who believe, He is precious; but to those who are disobedient, “The stone 
which the builders rejected Has become the chief cornerstone,” 8 and “A stone of stumbling And a rock of 
offense.” They stumble, being disobedient to the word, to which they also were appointed. 

Psalm 95:1 

95 Oh come, let us sing to the Lord! Let us shout joyfully to the Rock of our salvation. 

1 Corinthians 10:1-4 

10 Moreover, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware that all our fathers were under the cloud, all 
passed through the sea, 2 all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 3 all ate the same 
spiritual food, 4 and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed 
them, and that Rock was Christ. 

Matthew 16:13-19 

13 When Jesus came into the region of Caesarea Philippi, He asked His disciples, saying, “Who do men 
say that I, the Son of Man, am?” 14 So they said, “Some say John the Baptist, some Elijah, and others 
Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter 
answered and said, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 17 Jesus answered and said to him, 
“Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is 
in heaven. 18 And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the 
gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. 19 And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and 
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 
heaven.” 

Daniel 2:44-45 

44 And in the days of these kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed; 
and the kingdom shall not be left to other people; it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, 
and it shall stand forever. 45 Inasmuch as you saw that the stone was cut out of the mountain without 
hands, and that it broke in pieces the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver, and the gold—the great God has 
made known to the king what will come to pass after this. The dream is certain, and its interpretation is 
sure.” 

Acts 4:10-12 

10 let it be known to you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 
whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead, by Him this man stands here before you whole. 11 
This is the ‘stone which was rejected by you builders, which has become the chief cornerstone.’ 12 Nor is 
there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must 
be saved.” 
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