


Lesson 14 – The Reforms of Josiah

As we have been learning the first three commandments, we have seen 
that God alone is God, God alone is to be worshipped, God is to be
worshipped as He directs, and God warns those who take His name for 
themselves in vain.

We find a response to the Law of  God in the reign of  King Josiah. 
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In 2 Kings 22 and 23 we read about the reforms of  Josiah. He was 
crowned king at age 8, begin to seek the Lord at age 16, and by age 20 
had heard the reading of  the scroll of  the Law found in the Temple. 

He went through several stages of  reformation and his response to 
hearing the Word of  the Lord is a model and example for us of  how to 
respond when we read and hear His Word.
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2 Kings 22:3 Now it happened in the eighteenth year of  King Josiah, 
that the king sent Shaphan, the son of  Azaliah the son of  Meshullam
the scribe, to the house of  Yahweh saying, 4 “Go up to Hilkiah the 
high priest that he may count the money brought into the house of  
Yahweh which the doorkeepers have gathered from the people. 5 And 
let them give it into the hand of  those who do the work, who have the 
oversight of  the house of  Yahweh, and let them give it to those who do 
the work, who are in the house of  Yahweh, to repair the damages of  
the house, 6 to the craftsmen and the builders and the masons and for 
buying timber and hewn stone to repair the house. 7 Only no 
accounting shall be made with them for the money given into their 
hands, for they deal faithfully.”
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2 Kings 22:8 Then Hilkiah the high priest said to Shaphan the scribe, 
“I have found the book of  the law in the house of  Yahweh.” And 
Hilkiah gave the book to Shaphan and he read it. 9 Then Shaphan the 
scribe came to the king and responded to the king with a word and 
said, “Your servants have poured out the money that was found in the 
house and have given it into the hand of  those who do the work, who 
have the oversight of  the house of  Yahweh.” 10 Moreover, Shaphan
the scribe told the king saying, “Hilkiah the priest has given me a 
book.” And Shaphan read it in the presence of  the king.
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2 Kings 22:11 Now it happened that when the king heard the words of  
the book of  the law, he tore his clothes. 12 Then the king commanded 
Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam the son of  Shaphan, Achbor the son of  
Micaiah, Shaphan the scribe, and Asaiah the king’s servant, saying, 13 
“Go, inquire of  Yahweh for me and the people and all Judah, 
concerning the words of  this book that has been found, for great is the 
wrath of  Yahweh which is set aflame against us, because our fathers 
have not listened to the words of  this book, to do according to all that 
is written concerning us.”
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2 Kings 22:14 So Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam, Achbor, Shaphan, and 
Asaiah went to Huldah the prophetess, the wife of  Shallum the son of  
Tikvah, the son of  Harhas, keeper of  the wardrobe (now she lived in 
Jerusalem in the Second Quarter); and they spoke to her. 15 And she 
said to them, “Thus says Yahweh, the God of  Israel, ‘Say to the man 
who sent you to me, 16 thus says Yahweh, “Behold, I am bringing evil 
on this place and on its inhabitants, even all the words of  the book 
which the king of  Judah has read. 17 Because they have forsaken Me 
and have burned incense to other gods that they might provoke Me to 
anger with all the work of  their hands, therefore My wrath is set aflame 
against this place, and it shall not be quenched.”’ 
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2 Kings 22:18 But to the king of  Judah who sent you to inquire of  
Yahweh thus you shall say to him, ‘Thus says Yahweh, the God of  
Israel, “Regarding the words which you have heard, 19 because your 
heart was soft and you humbled yourself  before Yahweh when you 
heard what I spoke against this place and against its inhabitants that 
they should become an object of  horror, and a curse, and you have torn 
your clothes and wept before Me, I truly have heard you,” declares 
Yahweh. 20 “Therefore, behold, I will gather you to your fathers, and 
you will be gathered to your grave in peace, so your eyes will not see all 
the evil which I will bring on this place.”’” So they brought back word 
to the king.
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2 Kings 23:1 Then the king sent, and they gathered to him all the elders 
of  Judah and Jerusalem. 2 And the king went up to the house of  
Yahweh and all the men of  Judah and all the inhabitants of  Jerusalem 
with him, and the priests and the prophets and all the people, both 
small and great; and he read in their hearing all the words of  the book 
of  the covenant which was found in the house of  Yahweh. 3 Then the 
king stood by the pillar and cut a covenant before Yahweh, to walk 
after Yahweh, and to keep His commandments and His testimonies 
and His statutes with all his heart and all his soul, to establish the 
words of  this covenant that were written in this book. And all the 
people entered into the covenant.



Lesson 14 – The Reforms of Josiah

2 Kings 23:4 Then the king commanded Hilkiah the high priest and the 
priests of  the second order and the doorkeepers, to bring out of  the 
temple of  Yahweh all the vessels that were made for Baal, for Asherah, 
and for all the host of  heaven; and he burned them outside Jerusalem 
in the fields of  the Kidron, and carried their ashes to Bethel. 5 And he 
did away with the idolatrous priests whom the kings of  Judah had 
appointed and who burn incense in the high places in the cities of  
Judah and in the surrounding area of  Jerusalem, as well as those who 
burned incense to Baal, to the sun and to the moon and to the 
constellations and to all the host of  heaven.
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2 Kings 23:6 And he brought out the Asherah from the house of  
Yahweh outside Jerusalem to the brook Kidron, and burned it at the 
brook Kidron, and ground it to dust, and threw its dust on the graves 
of  the common people. 7 He also tore down the houses of  the male 
cult prostitutes which were in the house of  Yahweh, where the women 
were weaving hangings for the Asherah. 8 Then he brought all the 
priests from the cities of  Judah and defiled the high places where the 
priests had burned incense, from Geba to Beersheba; and he tore down 
the high places of  the gates which were at the entrance of  the gate of  
Joshua the ruler of  the city, which were on one’s left at the city gate.
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2 Kings 23:9 Nevertheless the priests of  the high places did not go up 
to the altar of  Yahweh in Jerusalem, but they ate unleavened bread 
among their brothers. 10 He also defiled Topheth, which is in the 
valley of  the son of  Hinnom, that no man might make his son or his 
daughter pass through the fire for Molech. 11 And he did away with 
the horses which the kings of  Judah had given to the sun, at the 
entrance of  the house of  Yahweh, by the chamber of  Nathan-melech
the official, which was in the precincts; and he burned the chariots of  
the sun with fire. 12 Also, the altars which were on the roof, the upper 
chamber of  Ahaz, which the kings of  Judah had made, and the altars 
which Manasseh had made in the two courts of  the house of  Yahweh, 
the king tore down; and he crushed them there and threw their dust 
into the brook Kidron.
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2 Kings 23:13 And the high places which were before Jerusalem, which were 
on the right of  the mount of  destruction which Solomon the king of  Israel 
had built for Ashtoreth the detestable idol of  the Sidonians, and for 
Chemosh the detestable idol of  Moab, and for Milcom the abomination of  
the sons of  Ammon, the king defiled. 14 And he broke in pieces the sacred 
pillars and cut down the Asherim and filled their places with human bones. 
15 Furthermore, the altar that was at Bethel and the high place which 
Jeroboam the son of  Nebat, who made Israel sin, had made, even that altar 
and the high place he tore down. Then he demolished its stones, ground 
them to dust, and burned the Asherah. 16 Then Josiah turned, and he saw 
the graves that were there on the mountain, and he sent and took the bones 
from the graves and burned them on the altar and defiled it according to the 
word of  Yahweh which the man of  God proclaimed, who proclaimed these 
things.
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2 Kings 23:17 Then he said, “What is this monument that I see?” And 
the men of  the city told him, “It is the grave of  the man of  God who 
came from Judah and proclaimed these things which you have done 
against the altar of  Bethel.” 18 And he said, “Let him alone; let no one 
move his bones.” So they left his bones undisturbed with the bones of  
the prophet who came from Samaria. 19 And also all the houses of  the 
high places which were in the cities of  Samaria, which the kings of  
Israel had made provoking Yahweh to anger, Josiah removed; and he 
did to them just as he had done in Bethel. 20 And all the priests of  the 
high places who were there he slaughtered on the altars and burned 
human bones on them. Then he returned to Jerusalem.
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2 Kings 23:21 Then the king commanded all the people saying, “Celebrate 
the Passover to Yahweh your God as it is written in this book of  the 
covenant.” 22 For such a Passover had not been celebrated from the days of  
the judges who judged Israel, nor in all the days of  the kings of  Israel and of  
the kings of  Judah. 23 But in the eighteenth year of  King Josiah, this 
Passover was celebrated to Yahweh in Jerusalem. 24 Moreover, the mediums 
and the spiritists and the teraphim and the idols and all the detestable things 
that were seen in the land of  Judah and in Jerusalem, Josiah purged in order 
that he might establish the words of  the law which were written in the book 
that Hilkiah the priest found in the house of  Yahweh. 25 And before him 
there was no king like him who turned to Yahweh with all his heart and with 
all his soul and with all his might, according to all the law of  Moses; nor did 
any like him arise after him.
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Reading/Hearing the Word brought about repentance and a desire to 
remove idols from the land.

Reading/Hearing the Word lead to faith and a return to the Lord.

Reading/Hearing the Word produced obedience, as the king and 
people became hearers and doers of  the Word.

Reading/Hearing the Word lead to a restoration of  right worship in 
spirit and truth and a reinstitution of  Passover.
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In response to the Law of  God, we see in Josiah:

1. Contrition

Psa. 34:18 Yahweh is near to the brokenhearted and saves those who 
are crushed in spirit.

Psa. 51:5 Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin my mother 
conceived me.

Isa. 57:15 For thus says the One high and lifted up Who dwells forever, 
whose name is Holy, “I dwell on a high and holy place, And also with 
the  crushed and lowly of  spirit In order to revive the spirit of  the lowly 
and to revive the heart of  the crushed.
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In response to the Law of  God, we see in Josiah:

2. Humility

Psa.10:17 O Yahweh, You have heard the desire of  the humble; You 
will strengthen their heart, You will cause Your ear to give heed.

Psa. 18:27 For You save an afflicted people, but eyes which are lifted 
up, You bring down.

Psa. 147:6 Yahweh helps up the afflicted; He brings down the wicked 
to the ground.

Matt. 18:4 Whoever therefore will humble himself  as this child, he is 
the greatest in the kingdom of  heaven.
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In response to the Law of  God, we see in Josiah:

2. Humility

Romans 12:16 by being of  the same mind toward one another, not 
being haughty in mind, but associating with the humble. Do not be 
wise in your own mind.

James 4:6 But He gives a greater grace. Therefore it says, “God is 
opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble.”

James 4:10 Humble yourselves in the presence of  the Lord, and He will 
exalt you.
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In response to the Law of  God, we see in Josiah:

3. Weeping (mourning over sin)

Psa. 30:5 For His anger is but for a moment, His favor is for a lifetime;  
Weeping may last for the night, But a shout of  joy comes in the 
morning.

Joel 2:12 “Yet even now,” declares Yahweh, “Return to Me with all  
your heart and with fasting, weeping, and wailing;”
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Principles of  Josiah’s Reformation

He Read the Word

He Restored the Covenant

He Reinstituted Passover

He Remained Righteous
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