Numbers 8:5-26
s Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: «“Take the Levites from among the children of
Israel and cleanse them ceremonially. - Thus you shall do to them to cleanse them:
Sprinkle water of purification on them, and let them shave all their body, and let them
wash their clothes, and so make themselves clean. s Then let them take a young bull
with its grain offering of fine flour mixed with oil, and you shall take another young bull
as a sin offering. sAnd you shall bring the Levites before the tabernacle of meeting, and
you shall gather together the whole congregation of the children of Israel. »So you shall
bring the Levites before the Lord and the children of Israel shall lay their hands on the
Levites; »and Aaron shall offer the Levites before the Lord, like a wave offering from the
children of Israel, that they may perform the work of the Lord. =Then the Levites shall
lay their hands on the heads of the young bulls, and you shall offer one as a sin offering
and the other as a burnt offering to the Lord, to make atonement for the Levites.
1“And you shall stand the Levites before Aaron and his sons, and then offer them like a
wave offering to the Lord. «Thus you shall separate the Levites from among the children
of Israel, and the Levites shall be Mine. s After that the Levites shall go in to service the
tabernacle of meeting. So you shall cleanse them and offer them like a wave offering.
i« For they are wholly given to Me from among the children of Israel; | have taken them
for Myself instead of all who open the womb, the firstborn of all the children of Israel.
v For all the firstborn among the children of Israel are Mine, both man and beast; on the
day that | struck all the firstborn in the land of Egypt | sanctified them to Myself. =1 have
taken the Levites instead of all the firstborn of the children of Israel. »And | have given
the Levites as a gift to Aaron and his sons from among the children of Israel, to do the
work for the children of Israel in the tabernacle of meeting, and to make atonement for
the children of Israel, that there be no plague among the children of Israel when the
children of Israel come near the sanctuary.”
= Thus Moses and Aaron and all the congregation of the children of Israel did to the
Levites; according to all that the Lord commanded Moses concerning the Levites, so the
children of Israel did to them. = And the Levites purified themselves and washed their
clothes; then Aaron presented them like a wave offering before the Lord, and Aaron
made atonement for them to cleanse them. == After that the Levites went in to do their
work in the tabernacle of meeting before Aaron and his sons; as the Lord commanded
Moses concerning the Levites, so they did to them.
=Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, =“This is what pertains to the Levites: From
twenty-five years old and above one may enter to perform service in the work of the
tabernacle of meeting; =and at the age of fifty years they must cease performing this
work, and shall work no more. =They may minister with their brethren in the tabernacle
of meeting, to attend to needs, but they themselves shall do no work. Thus you shall do
to the Levites regarding their duties.”

Ordained Servants in Service of Worship

Main idea: in Christ, our High Priest, all of His saints are designated by God for
service as living sacrifices.



Introduction: as they get ready to depart, they are reminded that right worship is their
great duty.
1. Preparation
1. Cleansing
2. Atonement
2. Presentation
1. Offering to YHWH: v11, 13, 15
2. Gift to the priesthood: v19a, cf. Ps 68:18
3. Purpose
1. Substitution, v10
2. Work that is necessary for the worship, v19b (cf. “work™ as worship-
service in v22, 24, 26)
3. Prevention of plague, v19c
4. Prime
1. Needed to be 30 to participate in setup/takedown. 25 was the beginning of
ordinary service. Application of giving the prime of life to the Lord and
patience in waiting and training.
2. Forced retirement (shift to other duties) at 50. Application of humility
about our own diminishing abilities.

Conclusion: Christ was prepared and presented for His purpose. We are all priests now,
in Him. He has still giving gifts among men to oversee us both in the worship and in
the earthly service that facilitates it.

(The following is a machine-generated transcription. Please be aware
of —and patient with—transcribing errors. If there is something
confusing or obviously erroneous, you are invited to listen to the audio
recording via hopewellarp.org)

Numbers chapter 8 verses 5 through 26. These are God's words. Then Yahweh spoke to
Moses saying, take the Levites from among the children of Israel and cleanse them
ceremonially.

Thus, you shall do to them to cleanse them? Sprinkle water of purification on them. And let
them shave all their body and let them wash their clothes. And so make themselves clean.
Then let them take a young bull with its grain offering of fine flour mixed with oil and you shall
take another young bowl as a sin offering.

And you shall bring the Levites before the Tabernacle of meeting and you shall gather together,
the whole congregation of the children of Israel. So you shall bring the Levites before Yahweh
and the children of Israel shall lay their hands on the Levites. And Aaron shall offer the Levites
before Yahweh like a wave offering.



From the children of Israel. That they may perform the work of Yahweh. Then the Levites shall
lay their hands on the heads of the young bowls and you shall offer one as a sin offering and
the other as a burnt offering to Yahweh to make atonement for the Levites.

And you shall stand the Levites before Aaron and his sons. And then offer them like a wave
offering to Yahweh. Thus, you shall separate the Levites from among the children of Israel. And
the Levites shall be. After that, the Levites shall go in to this to service the Tabernacle of
meeting.

So you shall cleanse them and offer them like a wave offering. For they are wholly, given to me
from among the children of Israel. | have taken them for myself, instead of all who open the
womb, the firstborn of all the children of Israel. For all the firstborn among the children of Israel
are.

Both man and Beast. On the day that | struggle, the firstborn in the land of Egypt, | Sanctified
them to myself. | have taken the Levites instead of all the firstborn. Of the children of Israel.
And | have given the Levites as a gift to Aaron and his sons, From among the children of Israel.

To do the work for the children of Israel in the Tabernacle of meeting and to make atonement
for the children of Israel, that there be no plague. Among the children of Israel. When the
children of Israel come near. The sanctuary. Thus Moses and Aaron and all the congregation of
the children of Israel did to the Levites.

According to all that Yahweh commanded Moses concerning the Levites. So the children of
Israel did to them. And the Levites purified themselves and washed their clothes. Then Aaron
presented them like a wave offering before Yahweh? And Aaron made atonement for them. To
cleanse them. After that, the Levites went in to do their work.

In the Tabernacle of meeting before Aaron and his sons as Yahweh commanded, Moses
concerning the Levites so they did to them. Then Yahweh spoke to Moses saying this is what
pertains to the Levites. From 25 years old and above one, may enter to perform service in the
work of the Tabernacle of meeting.

And at the age of 50 years. They must cease performing this work and shall work. No more.
They may minister with their Brethren in the Tabernacle of meeting to attend to needs. But they
themselves shall do no work. Thus, you shall do to the Levites. Regarding. Their duties. Amen,
that sends this reading of God's inspired and And Aaron twerked.

Really is amazing how much of the book of nhumbers. Continues what we learned from The
Book of Leviticus. And if Pastor had happened to have recently, preached through the Book of
Leviticus or is still preaching through. The Book of Leviticus, then you know that where it says
burnt offering, it's actually the word Ascension.

That God gave his people sacrifices that they would identify themselves with in whom they
would Ascend to the Lord draw near to the Lord. And that, since his people are still sinful, even
as we are today, he gave them also sin offerings, by which the, by the offering of, which their
consciences could be cleansed and they would know that God had forgiven them.

So that they could come clean cleanly into his presence in the burnt offering or in the
Ascension offering. So, there are some things in our passage. That are fresh on our minds and
on our hearts. But by the time we get to numbers eight, the people of Israel are ready to leave
Sinai.



And there are There are some final preparations, the various censuses that we have had
Arranged, the people of Israel around the Tabernacle and gave them literally their marching
orders. So they would know what sequence, they were to go out in. And when they moved with
the Tabernacle and then there were censuses of the Levites because First of all, they needed to
know how the number of the Levites matched up with the number of the firstborn of the
children of Israel.

So that that small fragment that, that was left over. They could pay a Redemption price but
also the Levites themselves need needed to be numbered the working Levites as opposed to
the military Levites because they had one of the most important military jobs. Not To protect
the nation of Israel.

The children of Israel from the Canaanites that they were going to go and battle but to protect
the children of Israel from the consequences of coming to God in the wrong way. In which he
would destroy them. If they came in the wrong way. Uh, you remember in Leviticus chapter 10,
on the first full day of the priesthood of the sons of Aaron, these sons of Aaron, except for,
there are twice, as many of them on the morning of that day.

Because when it says, Aaron and his sons here, it means two But when it was Aaron and his
sons in Leviticus 10, there were four And how did it come to be? That half of the sons of the
high priest had been killed. Well, they had offered God that which God had not commanded in
the worship.

And so, God immediately. Immediately gave them instruction for how to respond in order to
preserve the other two. Why? Because he told them in Leviticus 10, verse 10, that they, the
sons of Aaron needed to teach Israel and to lead Israel in distinguishing between the clean and
the unclean The Holy and the common, or the Unholy.

This is a huge job for them. And we have something similar here. In the last couple of chapters,
as they're getting ready to leave. You remember, one of the things that we had, was one of the
longest chapters in the whole Bible with the 12 days and the 12 leaders of the 12 tribes each,
bringing the same sort of offering, and God using six verses for each tribe's, leader, bringing
their offering to drive home, their participation in the worship of God, that God being in their
midst, is the great thing about the children of Israel and that, every single Israelite

Participation in God being in their midst.

But again, now as As they are leaving. And we would have come straight into this chapter, but
you remember in last week's portion at the end of chapter seven, the very last verse verse, 89,
and the first four verses of this chapter and numbers 8, he taught us again about the lamp
stand and The Shining of God's favor And how this is at the heart.

Of the life and literally the geography of of Israel, not just that the Tabernacle but that God from
the holy holies from above the cherubim would speak to Moses and that the light from the
lamp stand would shine from the same direction and that it would fall upon the table.

And it would fall upon the table where there were the 12 loaves of bread. Representing each of
the tribes and the Twelve loaves would have been made from the grain that was brought in all
of those 12 offerings that we heard about in chapter seven but now that thought as a whole is
being completed.

Because it will do them. No good. If they survive the canaanites. But come near the Lord in the
wrong way. And so God in these 22 verses before us, this afternoon is giving Aaron and his
sons a gift. And it's a gift that belongs especially to him. It's a gift that belongs to him so much.



That. That the way he showed that they were his was by killing. The Egyptian firstborn. And so
he's giving the Aaron and his sons, not the firstborn of the children of Israel who are his But the
Levites who is taking taking in the place, receiving in the place. Of the firstborn of the children
of Israel.

Which was amazing because he has said to them by the Passover and he said to them by
death and he said to them by these censuses, these Levites are mine and he says, and and
does that to a great extent again in these, in this chapter But in this chapter, he then takes
these who are so very specially his and he stands them in front of Aaron and his sons And he
says, in verse 19, | have given the Levites as a gift to Aaron and his sons from among the
children of Israel to do the work for the children of Israel and the Tabernacle of meeting.

So they were represented in chapter 7. By the offering that was offered in their behalf. And
now, these Levites are being given to Aaron and his sons to work on behalf of all the children of
Israel to serve on behalf of all the children of Israel in the Tabernacle meeting, and to make
atonement for the children of Israel.

They are a substitute for the children of Israel. And the goal here, the reason the outcome That
there be no plague. Among the children of Israel. When the children of Israel come near. The
sanctuary. And so as | get ready to depart, they're reminded that worship is their great Duty.

It's the reason God created us and reason God redeemed us, the reason God has now
gathered for himself, a church in the wilderness. As Stephen prophesies about this great
assembly that that is at Sinai. Uh, it is a great. Our greatest duty is the worship of God. But
there's also a sense in which Our greatest danger is also.

And drawing near to God. Because you remember from back in, Leviticus 10, what he said
when he had executed By those who draw near to me. | must be regarded as holy. And here he
says that there be no plague among the children of Israel when the children of Israel draw near.

To the Holiness. Quite literally. That's what it says in verse 19 when they draw near. To the
Holiness. And praise God. We see an analogy, don't we? We see a pattern that is similar
between numbers chapter 8 and Acts chapter 6. Because in Acts chapter 6, you have the
increasing need to attend to material things, among the people of God, but you also have the
apostles who are leading, Christ's Church in, Christ's means of Grace, out of, which he has
made his worship prayer and the ministry of the word and the breaking of the bread.

Although they don't mention that specifically there in the context in Acts 6. What do we have
then in Acts chapter 6 well by the Holy Spirit, they say set apart for us seven men who are full
of the Holy Spirit and they're selected by the congregation. And the congregation brings them
and They lay hands on them.

And that was the ordination of the diaconate so that the diaconate could attend to the more
physical Earthly material, necessary things, even for the worship of God, in the New Testament.
Well that's what God is doing for Aaron. And his sons here he is giving them the Levites in the
place of the firstborn of the children of Israel to do.

All of that work. And there was a lot more work for the Levites than there than there is for the
diaconate, especially, since the diaconate oversees, an entire people who are all priests,
Because in Christ's great high priesthood we are all his spiritual offspring. As we even heard in
Isaiah 53 today and we are all priests.



And so the deacons don't do all of the material labor. Because all of us are called to that
service the material labor in Christ's church now. But boy was there a lot of material Earthly
physical labor to do in the Tabernacle? And so that Aaron and his sons could, especially give
their attention to administrating officiating.

The sacrifices, the drawing near itself. Here, they are given all of the Levites in the place of the
firstborn of the children of Israel. And the Lord shows us the greatness of this gift and several
things about it. And very briefly, will then hear about preparation. Presentation. Purpose. And
then, Just to stick with peas and hopefully, by the time we're done with it, you'll understand
why Prime.

Preparation presentation, purpose and Prime. Well, preparation. They had to be cleansed And
here, it's not just a ceremonial washing, you notice. Uh, ceremonial washing of themselves and
of their clothes. You even have the Shaving of their bodies just in case there's Uh, there's
anything unclean that's caught in in the hair.

That is on them. They are prepared. Well, for this ceremony, they are prepared to be given to
God stood before Yahweh first Aaron stands them before. Yahweh and we have three times
this language of there. Being a wave offering verse 11, verse 13, verse 15. And so they're
presented uh, before the Lord As as a way of offering, but they need to be cleansed Uh, before
they will be presented to the Lord for their work.

This too is something that That gives us a little picture of our Lord. Jesus, who Himself at the
age of 30. Which for the Levites. Remember, back to chapter four, 30 was the age that they
needed to be in order to participate and set down or set up and to take down And the
transportation but for the regular daily service in support of Aaron and his sons Who led the
ordinary?

Daily worship and the sacrifices they could enter in at 25. Well, our lord Jesus at the age of 30,
didn't he? Come out to where his cousin John was baptizing and it was a baptism that said
you need to be cleaned before God. And Jesus wanted to be baptized and what did his cousin
say?

No. | need to be baptized by you. And, Uh, if you remember from your Bible reading, or if you
remember from the preaching in Matthew, Jesus said, thus, as is necessary for us, To fulfill all
righteousness. Jesus identifying himself even as a substitute for John and entering in upon his
Earthly Ministry.

John's righteousness would be fulfilled by Jesus's doing what was right as his representative
And so he enters in to the fullness of his Priestly work at the age of 30 and he's identified. Uh,
with his people in his receiving, the baptism that they deserved, but is also foreshadowed and
pictured to us in this washing.

And so there is the cleansing, and there's the atonement. Uh, the substitution. And here, they
would feel this atonement in two different ways. One, and the way that we've heard about a
bunch of different times as they, as they rested, that leaning, not just kind of a gently laying
your hand.

And we don't want to be, um, to know the, the word is a pressure word, a resting a leaning
word. And as they did that on, uh, each of these Bulls, they would be identified, uh, with the
Bulls. But they would also remember other people leaning upon them resting upon them.

It's the same word for the laying on of hands here when the nation of Israel lays their hands
upon them now, Big assembly. Because he he specifies all of the Levites and he specifies all of



the children of Israel. And so the way that it's described to us here is working, is that the
Levites would be spread around and every household?

And there would have to be a little overlap. You remember, there were some households that
weren't quite accounted for, in this way, but is almost an exact one-to-one ratio, every
household would get themselves, a levite, Rather than the household be represented in the
firstborn of that household, the household would be represented in the levite that was for their
household.

And so you can imagine how that would be seared into the memory of those Levites. As they
did their Tabernacle service day by day, they would remember not just leaning upon the bowl
that was to take away their sin, not just leaning upon the bowl in whom they were to ascend,
but they would remember when the nation of Israel, each one of them had a household from
the nation of Israel, come and lean upon them.

And they would know that they are they are serving in God's Tabernacle for God's people, their
behalf. Is today, we already mentioned how in act six, you had the, the laying on of hands for
the ordination of the deacons and Paul talks to Timothy about the laying lawn of hands, of the
Presbytery of the elders and the laying on of his own hands.

That Designated Timothy as gifted with the ministry, not meaning that he was talented at
Ministry. But that he was given as a gift by the Lord, Jesus to the church for the purpose of
ministry. Like, we heard this morning, you don't have the option. Uh, of whether or not you you
use your gift.

And that's the way the Lord Jesus talks About Elders also. In Psalm 68 and verse 18 and in
Ephesians chapter 4, which quotes Psalm 68 and verse 18, that That when Jesus ascends on
high, he gives or in 68 receives gifts among men, Uh, Psalm 68 verse 18. All right.

Sorry, in verse 17. We'll begin the Chariots of God are twenty thousand. Even thousands of
thousands the Lord is among them. As, in Sinai, in the holy place, you have ascended on high,
you have led captivity captive, you have received gifts among men. Even from the rebellious
that Yahweh God might dwell there.

And so, Whether we're we're hearing this in Psalm 68 or whether we're hearing it in Ephesians
chapter 4 or whether we're hearing it here in number seven, where Aaron? And his sons,
anticipate Jesus's. Great high priesthood. We no longer have a high priest from Aaron's family
because Jesus is our final and forever, great high priest, and he has received us gifts from a
moment, even from the rebellious, Even from among those for whom, he had to atone for our
sin.

Even from among those who the only way we could Ascend and come near to God is through
Jesus Christ. His righteousness, his sacrifice his person. And from among those, He has
received gifts for his ministry. And so you have a picture of that and Ephesians 4 the apostles
prophets, evangelists.

By whom he wrote the New Testament. And the pastor teach. By whom he Conducts, that
Ministry of prayer and the And other gifts among men. The deacons. Whom he has given to the
elders. As a help in managing. So much of the Earthly work, So that the ministers, the elders of
his people can focus on the leading of the worship and the means of Grace, And so numbers H
is Very practical for us, isn't it?

That there is this preparation. Those who are going to be priests unto God, and that's all of us.
Now, not just the officers, in the New Testament, we must be cleansed and substituted for The



office of believer. Is one that you can only enter into the office of church member in the
Christian church is one for which you need to be cleansed by Jesus Christ, not just by the
water of baptism.

But by Jesus himself, who preaches himself to you in the Water of baptism, And so every one
of you being baptized members of his church, You do not get saved by the application of the
water, but the water tells you, if you are going to be what he has called you to be in his church,
if you're going to be a participant in the worship of the church and a participant in the life of the
church.

And if he is going to use you under the elders, to speak the truth, and love to your brothers and
sisters and be useful in one another's, spiritual growth, or if he's going to use you to serve one.
Another in Earthly things, under the deacons who oversee, our service of one another, in
Earthly things, you need to be cleansed by Jesus.

Washed by his blood. You need to lay your hand upon his head. Rest yourself upon him. And
have him as your substitute. Preparation presentation, we already hit mostly. Uh, being
presented to the Lord himself as a way of offering. Wouldn't it be interesting if you were a levite
and you knew about these offerings?

But then suddenly you're the offering Well, it would almost be like They were to think of
themselves as living sacrifices. Now, even if you haven't been hearing the midweek, sermons,
and Romans, you probably are familiar with the term Living Sacrifice. And so we are presented
to God. As belonging to him by his Mercy, he has taken us to be living sacrifices for himself.

But then, God presents us to one another. He presents us to Christ. As those under his
priesthood. Just as first the Levites are presented to the Lord as this way of offering three times
verse 11, verse 13, verse 15. But then they are presented by Aaron, or by God to Aaron.

Verse 18 and 19. God has taken them verse 18. And then now he's given them to Aaron verse
19. And so, their purpose, we've already heard much about that. They would be substitutes for
the people of Israel. The children of Israel, that they would do the work. That is necessary for
worship.

In fact, the word that's translated work in the second part of verse 19. Do the work for the
children of Israel and in verse 22, their work in the Tabernacle meeting and in verse 24, service
in the work of the Tabernacle meeting. And then again in verse 26, When it's talking about what
they can't do when they age out.

They shall do no work. It's actually the word for worship. It's actually the word that's used in
Genesis 3. Where man is, put in the garden to worship and obey. And there's uh there's a
there's a Hebrew suffix on the end of those two words that many translations take as a direct
object.

Uh, but it's It is a giving a general infinitive command and it's just the vanilla word for Uh, for
worship and the vanilla word for obey. But it gets attended to the garden, and you get this kind
of Ultra agrarianism where people think that we exist to tend and keep Gardens.

Well, praise God. He's filled the world with Earth and productive Earth and we serve him in
those things. But man was put in the garden to worship and obey. And man is given in the
Tabernacle. To keep which, by the way, the words to attend to needs there in verse 26, is a
doubling of the verb for keep the doubling of the verb for obey.



And so they'll, they're there for whatever they can do in order to support The Obedience is
what verse 26 is saying, but they aren't to conduct any of the actual worship. Once they turn
50. Is what verse 26 is saying? But so we hear that. Um, when we hear about the purpose of
the setting, a part of these Levites substitution, whatever work is hecessary, in order for the
worship and therefore prevention of plague.

Bless the worship. Be done in any way that God has not commended. As had happened
before and therefore these Levites were especially to serve in the prime of their life. And that's
where we get that word Prime in our Outlook, in our outline. Um, if you knew the greatness, Of
this service.

It might be a long. Wait until you're 25. Especially in. A culture in which boys were not kept
infantile perpetually like they are in our culture, you know, by the time they're 12 13 14, they are
ready and willing to go. And you know, they know they're calling, they're not like we are, you
know, every child is is given a personal sovereignty to find his calling in life.

Now if you're a levite, you know what you're going to do, And you know, 12 13, 1517, 19 23,
they still can't do it yet. And so God teaches them patience and training. Because if they're not
to start on the work yet, what should they be doing? They know they're calling and they feel
the the responsibility before God.

And, and this drive that hopefully is not only natural and and preserved for us in common
Grace, but is supported by special Grace and faith in Jesus Christ. Well, they would be
studying and they would be training. They would be making sure that they were as mentally
and physically and spiritually ready.

Now, they wouldn't necessarily do this, every one of them, but that's what they should have
been doing, isn't it? And so there's a, there's a patience here. But then when they get to that
25, And they can enter in on the ordinary service and then until they're They would serve and
they would burn hot because their days of the most useful labor to God are numbered They
would give God the prime of their life.

Well, you may not be Levites but you've already heard, haven't you? That every one of you who
are believers are a priesthood unto God, he has made us Kings and Priests unto our God. We
will praise him for doing that forever. Give God the prime of your life. And everything that you
do.

And give him your all. Especially in. In his worship. Well, if the 25 start age teaches us patients
the 50 Finnish age teaches us humility Uh, surely many of them when they're coming to the
age of 50 feel like they still got it. They're not ready to age out.

But there's a strong prohibition at the end. They may, they may do support roles but they can't,
they can't participate in the physical labor of the worship anymore. And that teaches us to,
First of all, have a humility that acknowledges, our diminishing faculties Whether they be
mental or physical, or otherwise, but that we also rejoice in and look forward to God's raising
up the Next Generation.

That there would be Levites who are turning 50 and rather Rather than Attempt to stay where
God had said, they were not permitted anymore. He, he still says, doesn't he, they may
minister with their Brethren, to attend to needs to, to obeying obey, uh, you know, their, their
Brethren is, especially these 25 year olds.



They, it may be helpful to them to have a 50 year old who's coming off of the shift of his life. To
be there for counsel and support and as an example. And and so forth, making sure that you
can obey, but the 50 year old no longer does the work, and there's a pattern here.

For how in the humility of the generations of the church, those who are older should be looking
forward. To the younger men being raised up by God and taking their their place now. In the
work. And so we are taught not only with respect to age, but with respect to all things, By the
grace given me.

You'll remember a few weeks ago in Romans Do not think of yourselves more highly than you
ought. But let each of you think with sober judgment. According to the measure of That God
has given you, so Christ, Was prepared and presented for his great high priesthood. In whom
we have come to God and been atoned for by God, but Christ has also received us as gifts
and given us as gifts.

We are all All the members of his church, are priests in him. This is why we don't say priest
about an elder or a deacon. We have one great high priest and in him, all of us have a
priesthood. He still. Isn't he giving gifts from among men? Whether to oversee us in the
worship.

Or to oversee us in the ministry of material things. Or even giving each of us as gifts to one
another. As holy to God. May the Lord help us. So to serve one another That we would Worship
in the way that is safe. The one that comes through Jesus.

And that we would give him. The prime of our life. And the whole of our life in his church.
Amen, let's pray. We thank you, Lord for Um, your word for places like this one? Where some
of the Disconnectedness from our own experience has hidden from us. Wonderful Treasures.

Not only of your truth and your interacting with your people. But even with the realities of what
is happening in your church now, Uh, even Lord, as we've heard to parallel with the diaconate,
We? Ask that you would help our men who are going to end up being deacons.

That you would be continuing to prepare them that all that you have done in their lives. You
would bring to bear for the leadership of an entire congregation serving you both in spiritual
things and also under them in material things. We pray that you would be glorified in your
church, that Christ would be glorified in this Congregation of his Under that end.

We pray for the ministry of your spirit. To continue to press upon our hearts and write upon our
hearts. The truths that we have seen here. Written in your word for. We ask it in Jesus name.
Amen.



