
The Light of lights 

Number 8:1-4 

Mediator 

Numbers 8:1–2 Now the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Speak to Aaron and say to 
him, When you set up the lamps, the seven lamps shall give light in front of the 
lampstand.”  

Deuteronomy 18:18 I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their 
brothers. And I will put my words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I 
command him.  

Hebrews 8:1–7 Now the point in what we are saying is this: we have such a high 
priest, one who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven, 2 a 
minister in the holy places, in the true tent that the Lord set up, not man. 3 For 
every high priest is appointed to offer gifts and sacrifices; thus it is necessary for 
this priest also to have something to offer. 4 Now if he were on earth, he would not 
be a priest at all, since there are priests who offer gifts according to the law. 5 They 
serve a copy and shadow of the heavenly things. For when Moses was about to 
erect the tent, he was instructed by God, saying, “See that you make everything 
according to the pattern that was shown you on the mountain.” 6 But as it is, Christ 
has obtained a ministry that is as much more excellent than the old as the covenant 
he mediates is better, since it is enacted on better promises. 7 For if that first 
covenant had been faultless, there would have been no occasion to look for a 
second.  

The Lamp  

Numbers 8:1–2 Now the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Speak to Aaron and say to 
him, When you set up the lamps, the seven lamps shall give light in front of the 
lampstand.”  

Menorah – lamp 

Numbers 8:4 And this was the workmanship of the lampstand, hammered work of 
gold. From its base to its flowers, it was hammered work; according to the pattern 
that the LORD had shown Moses, so he made the lampstand.  

Exodus 25:31–40 “You shall make a lampstand of pure gold. The lampstand shall be 
made of hammered work: its base, its stem, its cups, its calyxes, and its flowers shall 
be of one piece with it. 32 And there shall be six branches going out of its sides, three 
branches of the lampstand out of one side of it and three branches of the lampstand 



out of the other side of it; 33 three cups made like almond blossoms, each with calyx 
and flower, on one branch, and three cups made like almond blossoms, each with 
calyx and flower, on the other branch—so for the six branches going out of the 
lampstand. 34 And on the lampstand itself there shall be four cups made like almond 
blossoms, with their calyxes and flowers, 35 and a calyx of one piece with it under 
each pair of the six branches going out from the lampstand. 36 Their calyxes and 
their branches shall be of one piece with it, the whole of it a single piece of 
hammered work of pure gold. 37 You shall make seven lamps for it. And the lamps 
shall be set up so as to give light on the space in front of it. 38 Its tongs and their 
trays shall be of pure gold. 39 It shall be made, with all these utensils, out of a talent 
of pure gold. 40 And see that you make them after the pattern for them, which is 
being shown you on the mountain.  

Exodus 25:31–40 “You shall make a lampstand of pure gold. The lampstand shall be 
made of hammered work: its base, its stem, its cups, its calyxes, and its flowers shall 
be of one piece with it. 32 And there shall be six branches going out of its sides, three 
branches of the lampstand out of one side of it and three branches of the lampstand 
out of the other side of it; 33 three cups made like almond blossoms, each with calyx 
and flower, on one branch, and three cups made like almond blossoms, each with 
calyx and flower, on the other branch—so for the six branches going out of the 
lampstand. 34 And on the lampstand itself there shall be four cups made like almond 
blossoms, with their calyxes and flowers, 35 and a calyx of one piece with it under 
each pair of the six branches going out from the lampstand. 36 Their calyxes and 
their branches shall be of one piece with it, the whole of it a single piece of 
hammered work of pure gold. 37 You shall make seven lamps for it. And the lamps 
shall be set up so as to give light on the space in front of it. 38 Its tongs and their 
trays shall be of pure gold. 39 It shall be made, with all these utensils, out of a talent 
of pure gold. 40 And see that you make them after the pattern for them, which is 
being shown you on the mountain.  

Bezalel and Oholiab (Ex. 35:30-35)   

Exodus 29:38–39 “Now this is what you shall offer on the altar: two lambs a year old 
day by day regularly. 39 One lamb you shall offer in the morning, and the other lamb 
you shall offer at twilight.  

Exodus 30:7–8 And Aaron shall burn fragrant incense on it. Every morning when he 
dresses the lamps he shall burn it, 8 and when Aaron sets up the lamps at twilight, 
he shall burn it, a regular incense offering before the LORD throughout your 
generations.  



Leviticus 6:8–9 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 9 “Command Aaron and his sons, 
saying, This is the law of the burnt offering. The burnt offering shall be on the 
hearth on the altar all night until the morning, and the fire of the altar shall be kept 
burning on it.  

Leviticus 24:2–4 “Command the people of Israel to bring you pure oil from beaten 
olives for the lamp, that a light may be kept burning regularly. 3 Outside the veil of 
the testimony, in the tent of meeting, Aaron shall arrange it from evening to 
morning before the LORD regularly. It shall be a statute forever throughout your 
generations. 4 He shall arrange the lamps on the lampstand of pure gold before the 
LORD regularly.  

1 Samuel 3:3 The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in 
the temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was.  

Revelation 1:12–13 Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me, and on 
turning I saw seven golden lampstands, 13 and in the midst of the lampstands one 
like a son of man, clothed with a long robe and with a golden sash around his chest.  

The purpose of the lamp 

Numbers 8:1–3 Now the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Speak to Aaron and say to 
him, When you set up the lamps, the seven lamps shall give light in front of the 
lampstand.” 3 And Aaron did so: he set up its lamps in front of the lampstand, as the 
LORD commanded Moses.  

 



 

 

God alone is the source of light 

Genesis 1:3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light.  

God alone is our spiritual light 

2 Corinthians 4:6 For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in 
our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ.  

Psalm 18:28 For it is you who light my lamp; the LORD my God lightens my darkness.  

Psalm 36:9 For with you is the fountain of life; in your light do we see light.  

Psalm 119:105 Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.  

2 Peter 1:19 And we have the prophetic word more fully confirmed, to which you will 
do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns 
and the morning star rises in your hearts,  

Jesus is the Light of God  



John 1:1–18 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through 
him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life, and 
the life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has 
not overcome it. 6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came 
as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8 He 
was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. 9 The true light, which 
gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and the 
world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to his 
own, and his own people did not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, who 
believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 13 who were born, 
not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 14 And the 
Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the 
only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 (John bore witness about him, 
and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before 
me, because he was before me.’ ”) 16 For from his fullness we have all received, grace 
upon grace. 17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through 
Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, 
he has made him known.  

John 8:12 Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever 
follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”  

The Bread of Presence 

 

 



 

 

 

Numbers 6:24–26 The LORD bless you and keep you; 25 the LORD make his face to 
shine upon you and be gracious to you; 26 the LORD lift up his countenance upon you 
and give you peace.  

John 8:12 Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever 
follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”  

John 6:35 Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not 
hunger, and whoever believes in me shall never thirst.  

2 Peter 1:3 His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and 
godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and 
excellence,  

 

 

 


