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First Timothy 3:13-16 
 

First Timothy 3:13 – For those who serve well as deacons gain a good standing for themselves and also 

great confidence in the faith that is in Christ Jesus. 

 
1. “well” – kalos – meaning “well, nobly, honorably, rightly” 

2. “having served” – is from diakoneo – meaning “to serve”, “minister”, “wait on a table like a 

slave waiting on guests” 

3. “acquire” – peripoieo – “to preserve”, “get possession of” 

4. “a standing” – bathmon – “a step”, “a degree”,  

a. referring to:“ 

i. a step in a stairway 

ii. a stage in a career 

iii. a position 

iv. “excellent standing” or highly esteemed or held in high regard in the church 

b. called “good” 

c. “for themselves” 

5. “confidence” – parresia – “freedom of speech,” “confidence”. Usually considered “boldness”, 

“assurance” in speaking, particularly proclaiming a message or decree. 

a. Called “great” – pollen – meaning “much”, “many”, “often” 

b. Area: 

i. “in the faith” 

ii. “in Christ Jesus” 

c. This cold refer to: 

i. Confidence in proclaiming the message of faith in Christ 

ii. Confidence in various situations and discussions in the church concerning the 

faith in Christ. 

 

3:14 – I hope to come to you soon, but I am writing these things to you so that, 
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1. Paul sums up what has been said (2:1-3:13), but is preparing for what is coming in the letter 

after the statement of the Christ Creed that repeats many of the themes. 

a. Universal salvation available (4:10) 

b. Godliness which is seen in 2;2, 10, but is the focus of 3:16 and repeated in 4:7, 8; 5:4; 

6:3, 5, 6, 11) 

3:15 – if I delay, you may know how one ought to behave in the household of God, which is the 

church of the living God, a pillar and buttress of the truth. 

 
1. Paul switches to the second-person singular pronoun “you” (2x) making it clear here Paul is 

addressing Timothy personally. This is seen in 

a. 1 Thessalonians 3:1-6 – “Therefore when we could bear it no longer, we were willing to 

be left behind at Athens alone, and we sent Timothy, our brother and God's coworker in 

the gospel of Christ, to establish and exhort you in your faith… now that Timothy has 

come to us from you, and has brought us the good news of your faith and love and 

reported that you always remember us kindly and long to see us, as we long to see 

you.” 

b. 1 Corinthians 4:19 – “That is why I sent you Timothy, my beloved and faithful child in the 

Lord, to remind you of my ways in Christ, as I teach them everywhere in every church.” 

c. 1 Corinthians 16:10-11 – “When Timothy comes, see that you put him at ease among 

you, for he is doing the work of the Lord, as I am. So let no one despise him. Help him 

on his way in peace, that he may return to me, for I am expecting him with the brothers.” 

2. “so that” – hina – the purpose clause, the reason for these instructions 

3. “Ought to behave” – anastrepho – “to overturn”, “turn back”  

a. It is used here of more than “behavior” or “obedience” to rules, but to the appropriate 

style of life that meets the expectations or standards of a community or group. 

b. It is the manner of how you conduct your life.  

c. 1 Peter 1:17 – “And if you call on him as Father who judges impartially according to 

each one's deeds, conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile.” 

4. “Household of God” –  

a. The concept of the “household” is used often in this letter: 

i. 3:4, 5, 12 



3 
 

ii. 5:4, 8, 13, 14, 

5. “Church” – ekklesia -  

6. “of the living God” –  

a. in contrast to the dead idols 

b. A living God who is alive and present among his called-out ones. The reality of God with 

his people. 

c. Not a lifeless religious system that can be reduced to rules and regulations 

7. “Pillar” – stulos – “a pillar”, “support”, “column” 

a. This pillar is supporting, but also is on a foundation 

8. “Buttress” – hedraioma – “a support”, “a basis”, “a foundation” 

a. These are architectural terms referring to the church as a structure  

9. “Truth” –  

a. The truth is the gospel 

b. The revelation of God 

c. The church is the structure that supports this Gospel 

 

3:16 - Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of godliness: 

 

He was manifested in the flesh, 

    vindicated by the Spirit, 

        seen by angels, 

proclaimed among the nations, 

    believed on in the world, 

        taken up in glory. 

 
1. This Christ Creed is the center of the letter and the theological high point 

2. The focus of this is: 

a. Outreach to the world with the message of Christ 

b. Godliness in Christian living once converted 

3. This stresses the humanity of Christ 

4. Godliness in the mystery that God has become man and now man can become godly in the 

flesh. 

a. Man does not become God or “a god” 

b. Man does become godly 

5. This is the mystery concerning how this happens 

a. Mystery means this is information of the divine class 

6. This creed is progressive, but not entirely chronological as we might think. 
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- Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of godliness: 

 
 

 

 

 

1.  He was manifested in the flesh, 

 
 

 

 

2.  vindicated by the Spirit, 

 
 

 

 

3.  seen by angels, 
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4.  proclaimed among the nations, 

 
 

 

 

 

5.  believed on in the world, 

 
 

 

 

 

6.  taken up in glory. 

 
 

 

 


