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COMPOSER: DAVID

PSALM 20 “GOD SAVE THE KING!”

Even the greatest and the best of saints may often find themselves in a day of
trouble. Not even the crown on King David’s head, nor the grace in his heart,
made him exempt from being attacked by his enemies on every side. This is why
even the greatest and the best of saints must spend much time in prayer to the
Lord. Yes, our friends and the members of our church may pray for us; but this
is not an excuse why we may neglect praying for ourselves as well as for others.
Here in this Psalm, we find the people praying for their leader — beseech-
ing the Lord to protect his person and preserve his life. They prayed that God
would enable him to prosper and succeed in his undertakings for the public
good; for in his victories and successes, they themselves — as his subjects — would
enjoy blessings and prosperity. Likewise, we — as Christ’s people and loyal sub-
jects — also share and participate in the glories and blessings of the spiritual vic-
tory that He has already won for us on Calvary’s hill. We will often find our-
selves in a “day of trouble” when we are attacked by temptations, the devil, and
the world; and our first step to success in this kind of spiritual warfare is to trust
only in the mercy and grace of the Lord, for all who trust in themselves will soon
be cast down! Christ’s people triumph in Him, and in His revelation of Himself
to them — by which they distinguish themselves from those who live without
God in the world. Those who make God and His name their praise may also }
make God and His name their trust. An example of this can be seen during the
days of the Apostles, when the pride and power of darkness, unbelief, and pagan
idolatry fell in defeat before the sermons and lives of the humble believers in ::
Jesus. This is exactly what happens in every conflict with our spiritual enemies, |
when we engage them in the name, spirit, and power of Christ. And His victory
will be ultimately and forever fulfilled to its highest degree on the Great Last
Day, when the world and the prince of darkness shall be brought down to their
final defeat. But at the same time, believers shall rise from the dead, just like
their Lord; and they shall stand and sing His praises in heaven!

Overview of the Psalm, adapted from Charles Spurgeon:

Here we have a national anthem that was to be sung at the outbreak of war, when
the king was girding on his sword for the fight. If David had not been vexed with
wars, we might never have been favored with such Psalms as this. There is a
necessity for the trials of one saint, so that he may yield consolation to others. A
happy people here plead for a beloved sovereign; and with loving hearts, they cry to
Jehovah, “God save the King!” It needs only a moment's reflection to perceive that
this song of prayer is prophetical of our Lord Jesus; it is the cry of the Church on
behalf of her Lord, as she sees Him enduring a great fight of afflictions on her behalf.
The first four verses are a prayer for the success of the king, verses 5-7 express
unwavering confidence in God and His Anointed, verse 8 declares the defeat of the
foe, and verse 9 is a concluding appeal to Jehovah.
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In Christ’s salvation, therefore, let us rejoice! Let us set up our banners in
the name of the Lord our God; for we are assured that by the saving strength of
His right hand, we shall be conquerors over every enemy!

Lord Jesus! Our King and Savior! We praise You for Your blessed victories and
triumphs over the powers of darkness; for we, as Your people, share in the blessings
of those victories. We pray that the pride and the power of darkness, unbelief, and
pagan idolatry may continue to fall in defeat before the sermons and lives of Your

humble believers, as they engage these spiritual enemies in Your name, Spirit, and
power. Amen.
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