
        Responsive Reading  #1       (congregation reads bold)

16 Finally Pilate handed him over to them to be crucified. So the soldiers took charge of Jesus.

 17 Carrying his own cross, he went out to the place of the Skull (which in Aramaic is called Golgotha).

 18 Here they crucified him, and with him two others--one on each side and Jesus in the middle.
 19 Pilate had a notice prepared and fastened to the cross. It read: JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS.

 20 Many of the Jews read this sign, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city, and the sign was written in Aramaic, Latin and Greek.

 21 The chief priests of the Jews protested to Pilate, "Do not write 'The King of the Jews,' but that this man claimed to be king of the Jews."

 22 Pilate answered, "What I have written, I have written."

 (John 19:16-22)
                         Responsive Reading #2

35 When they had crucified him, they divided up his clothes by casting lots.

 36 And sitting down, they kept watch over him there.

 37 Above his head they placed the written charge against him: THIS IS JESUS, THE KING OF THE JEWS.

 38 Two robbers were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left.

 39 Those who passed by hurled insults at him, shaking their heads

 40 and saying, "You who are going to destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself! Come down from the cross, if you are the Son of God!"
 41 In the same way the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the elders mocked him.

 42 "He saved others," they said, "but he can't save himself! He's the King of Israel! Let him come down now from the cross, and we will believe in him.

 43 He trusts in God. Let God rescue him now if he wants him, for he said, 'I am the Son of God.' "

 44 In the same way the robbers who were crucified with him also heaped insults on him.

 (Matthew 27:35-44)             

                            Responsive Reading #3
28 Later, knowing that all was now completed, and so that the Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said, "I am thirsty."

 29 A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus' lips.

 30 When he had received the drink, Jesus said, "It is finished." With that, he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.

 31 Now it was the day of Preparation, and the next day was to be a special Sabbath. Because the Jews did not want the bodies left on the crosses during the Sabbath, they asked Pilate to have the legs broken and the bodies taken down.

 32 The soldiers therefore came and broke the legs of the first man who had been crucified with Jesus, and then those of the other.

 33 But when they came to Jesus and found that he was already dead, they did not break his legs.

 34 Instead, one of the soldiers pierced Jesus' side with a spear, bringing a sudden flow of blood and water.

 35 The man who saw it has given testimony, and his testimony is true. He knows that he tells the truth, and he testifies so that you also may believe.

 36 These things happened so that the scripture would be fulfilled: "Not one of his bones will be broken,"

 37 and, as another scripture says, "They will look on the one they have pierced."
 (John 19:28-37)
Acts 8.30-35

Good Friday is Good News

Theme: The Christian has good news to share out of the somber events of Good Friday

1. Be ready with something to say!

2. Know that all the Scripture is about Jesus

3. He was slaughtered for His people

4. We who don’t deserve it have received mercy
                        Oak Lawn United Reformed Church

Good Friday Worship Service
March 29, 2024
Call to Worship
*Song  - 350 – When I Survey the Wondrous Cross
*Responsive Reading   #1   (see inside)

*Song -  67.1-3, 5, 7 – Lord, in Thy Wrath Rebuke Me Not
Responsive Reading   #2

Prayer
OFFERING:   Middle East Reformed Fellowship   
Responsive Reading   #3

*Song – 351 – Ah, Dearest Jesus, How Hast Thou Offended
Scripture Reading:  Acts 8.30-35
Sermon:      “Good Friday is Good News”
*Song -  355 – O Sacred Head, Now Wounded


SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
*Song – 423 – Deck Thyself, My Soul, with Gladness
*Benediction

*Doxology -  301.3, 4 – Hallelujah, Praise Jehovah
                                              ORGANIST:   Mr. Justin Rich


