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Memory verse from today, Acts 4:29: Now, Lord, look on their threats, and grant to Your servants 
that with all boldness they may speak Your Word. 

ARP2 Why Do Gentile Nations Rage?  
TPH102B Thou, O Lord, Art God Alone 
TPH374 All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name 
ARP125 All, Like Mount Zion, Unmoved Shall Endure  
TPH5 Hear My Words, O LORD 
TPH508 Jesus, Priceless Treasure 
ARP32AB What Blessedness 
ARP127 Unless the Lord Build Up the House 

TPH234 The God of Abraham Praise 
ARP32B Instruction I Will Give to You 
ARP98 O Sing a New Song to the LORD 
TPH557 Great King of Nations, Hear Our Prayer 
ARP22A My God, My God 
ARP119W LORD, Let My Cry Before You Come 
TPH438 I Love to Tell the Story

 

Exodus 16:31–36, Living in Remembrance of God's Saving, Personal Grace 

Main idea: We must live in remembrance and response to God's salvation, and we must rest in and rejoice over 

how He personally portions out to each of us what we need for each day. 

31 And the house of Israel called its name Manna. And it was like white coriander seed, and the taste of it was like wafers 
made with honey. 

32 Then Moses said, “This is the thing which the LORD has commanded: ‘Fill an omer with it, to be kept for your generations, 
that they may see the bread with which I fed you in the wilderness, when I brought you out of the land of Egypt.’ ” 33 And 
Moses said to Aaron, “Take a pot and put an omer of manna in it, and lay it up before the LORD, to be kept for your 
generations.” 34 As the LORD commanded Moses, so Aaron laid it up before the Testimony, to be kept. 35 And the children of 
Israel ate manna forty years, until they came to an inhabited land; they ate manna until they came to the border of the land 
of Canaan. 36 Now an omer is one-tenth of an ephah. 

Introduction: Things that you keep in order to remember. “For your generations” 

1. Remember God’s Saving Grace… “kept” x3 
a. From out of the land of Egypt (v32) until into the land of Canaan (v35) 
b. Very specific, physical, gracious, and wonderful (v31) 
c. Given in the same love in which God bound Himself to them (“Testimony,” v32) 

2. Remember, Personally, How Personal that Grace Is… “omer” x3 
a. God gave a generous, daily, PERSONAL, portion (v16, cf. 12:4) 
b. Not an amount that they were accustomed to, but an amount that He wanted them to remember (v36) 

Conclusion: God has given us ways of remembering His grace. Make use of those ways, and dwell upon His grace as you 
make use of them. But also note how personal those things are, and take His grace not only as being perfectly true but also as 
being intensely personal between Him and yourself. 

 

(The following is a machine-generated transcription. Please be aware of—and patient with—transcribing errors. If 

there is something confusing or obviously erroneous, you are invited to listen to the audio recording referenced above) 

Exodus 3:16 versus 31 through 36. These are God's words and the House of Israel called its named 

manna and it was like quite coriander seed. And the taste of it was like, wafers made with honey, 

then Moses said, this is the thing, which Yahweh has commanded fill and Omer with it to be kept for 

your generations. 

 

That they may see the bread with which I fed you in the wilderness, when I brought you out of the 

land of Egypt and Moses said to Aaron, take a pot and put an omer of Mera of mana in it and lay it 

up before Yahweh to be kept for your generations, as you all they commanded Moses. 

 

So Aaron laid it up before the testimony to be kept and the children of Israel ate manna 40 years 

until they came to an inhabited land. They ate mana until they came to the border of the land of 

Canaan. Now when Omer is 1/10 of an EFA So far, the reading of God's inspired and and errands were 

there's so much of the Christian life that is a matter of remembering you guys, hear it every week 

at the Lord's table. 

 

https://bit.ly/3wn97S6


Don't you do this? In remembrance of me and the apostle. Peter famously says that he is going to 

put us in remembrance and that he is going to keep reminding us so that we would remember. I'm the 

Lord wants us to remember He wants us to remember. He gives us his word Part of what he gives us in 

his word, our prayers and songs. 

 

Some of you have sunk some of these songs once or twice or zero times, and they are just strange to 

you and they were one day to everyone else in the room. But there are little ones that as you lose 

your place, especially on those antifinal ones where all the parts are in all the different places 

and you look around and you see four and five-year-old singing with all their heart. 

 

You probably would not be surprised to know that that happens at home in yards while doing laundry 

and so forth, just by giving us his word in song form. His communicated to us that he intends for 

that word to dwell on us richly that he wants us to be mindful of it to do everything in the name 

of Christ. 

 

Even as we sing that name so many times even in the Salter and then how much more throughout the 

rest of the scripture. I should commission a translation of the Psalter that everywhere. It says 

you always saves or he saves and it would be appropriately, find a way to translate it. 

 

Jesus God wants us to remember, He doesn't just give us his word either. He gives us his signs so 

that we will Remember Some of you. Some of you have things that are kept in order to remember in 

our house, a couple of those things. Really bring me back to the early days before Heather and I 

were married. 

 

And the Lord had chosen Israel for himself and the Lord had brought Israel out of Egypt for himself 

and he had saved them but he was really going to forge that covenant at least with this gathering 

of the people of God at Sinai in a couple of chapters. When it says they put it before the 

testimony in the in our passage. 

 

It's talking about something that doesn't actually done until later because they didn't have the 

testimony yet. They didn't have the tablets. That would be put in the arc that and of the ark yet. 

But in our family, some of those things, a couple of those things that we have for remembering 

those days are really precious. 

 

You can find a rose in a glass that is sealed and was painted before. It was sealed in there and 

preserved. And I gave that to my wife. On the day that we took a walk in the Arboretum, on the 

campus of the University of Michigan. We went back to where I had gone to school previously and we 

took that walk and we'd been courting for some time, but that's when we became betrothed. 

 

That's when we got engaged to be married, in April of 1998. Also, in there is something from 

earlier than that, from January, or actually, I think it was before New Year's Anyway, the trip to 

Israel, span those two things, there's a camel's hair rug that's on the floor. In front of the 

master bed in the Mance up there, that was purchased in the Palestinian quarter of Jerusalem on the 

day that they had the, the most snowfall in the city of Jerusalem that they had had in the previous 

10 years. 

 

And so, you could get deals because no one is shopping. But Heather and I were in there. And this 

Palestinian guy was talking to himself, in Arabic about how much he had paid a few days earlier in 

Jordan. And we had just been to Jordan, to visit Petra in a couple of other places. 

 

So I knew the language, I knew the exchange rate and he had no clue that. I knew all of that. So 

boy, did I end up getting in? When he said dog, I can't go any lower because I just paid this for 

it and I said, no, actually you paid that for it because you're just telling yourself. 

 

You've been whatever and We didn't accept his invitation to go to his house and eat with his 

family, and be his forever friend. Because we were students who were had made promises about what 

we would and wouldn't do in Jerusalem. But those are precious memories for us from those early days 

and which the Lord had brought us apart together and had not yet formalized. 

 

That covenant there was an Omer of mana and the Ark of the Covenant that was a precious memory of 

how in the early days. It wasn't Faithful. Israel and sweet Yahweh. It wasn't faithful. James and 

Sweet. Heather. It was or it wasn't faithful Yahweh and sweet Israel. Although before it was yeah 

whatever I was in sweet Heather But it was faithful Yahweh. 

 

And grumbling complaining everything that had been done to Egypt deserving Israel and he had 

responded with manna and he wanted them to remember. And so that's what these verses are about 

putting his people in remembrance of that saving grace, that was there from the beginning that they 

didn't deserve. 

 



That was actually a response to how they deserved. So very much the opposite and he had responded 

with something that was Oh, it's on your sheet too. Like white coriander seed. And the taste of it 

was like, wafers made with honey, literally, sweet. The Lord wanted them to remember what he did 

for them, until they came into the land of Canaan as verse. 

 

35 reminds them, But then, the mana would stop but the faithfulness of God wouldn't stop. And so 

even when they got there, they wanted them to have a sign of that faithfulness. He gave them 

something that was very specific and physical and gracious and wonderful as a token of his love and 

provision and salvation verse 31. 

 

And he wanted them to remember that he had bound himself to him. He gives us that too. He gives us 

his word, He gives us a sacrament. He commands us to come and worship him morning and evening, he 

commands us to pray to him. He commands us week, by week, to spend a whole day with him and gather 

in the assembly with him. 

 

And all of that stuff is only always through Jesus, don't you pray? When you come to pray and you 

say in Jesus name at the end, that's one of the first things you kids remember. Learn about prayer, 

isn't it? But one of the things you learn more and more about prayer, your whole walk with him in 

this life, is that every time you come to pray, you realize how good he has been to you. 

 

Since the last time you prayed and how very undeservingly you have acted since the last time you 

prayed, and don't many of your prayers start with Thanksgiving for that goodness. And then 

realizing your sin and confessing it and then thanking him even more for the patients that he's 

exercised in the meantime, and thanking him for the blood of the Lord Jesus. 

 

That is the only way that that sin could be put away and the righteousness and worthiness of Jesus. 

Does it is the only way you could come to him? Even now to ask for prayer that I remember, once I 

won't tell on whom. But someone who ate a meal with their family, asked my wife. 

 

After we prayed for the food, Does, he always pray like that? And she meant, you mean, like Jesus 

actually died for us and earned everything. Good for us, including this food, and that he hears us 

come to him that. Yeah, he always prays like that, but that's something that we grow in coming to 

him through. 

 

Every time we pray, every time we worship. God wants you to remember His saving grace in. Jesus 

Christ. And that he did that for you before he ever worked, any good in you While we were still 

sinners, Christ died for us And he wants you to remember how personal it is. 

 

That's the point of the Omer. You might be thinking, oh, sure and Omer. Whatever. That is Every 

Israelite. Probably knew at an Omer was well and actually no They knew what an EPA was because you 

know the Israelites weren't like Americans where you got cookbooks for one or cookbooks for two. 

 

Yeah, most cultures and most places of the world throughout the history of the world would be 

horrified to know that we eaten ones and twos in America. Now the basic unit was an EFA 4.84 

gallons if it matters to you, but it was in a unit of 10, the Omer was unfamiliar to them. 

 

The Prophet had to record in verse 36, the relationship between the omer and the Ephas that 

Israelites. You read that later would know. Oh, that's what an Omer is. Yeah, the kids did not come 

and say, dad, could I have an Omer? Please. Although that might have been exactly what they got 

earlier. 

 

In the passage, the amount was determined according to what each one would need up in verse 16. 

What each one would need for a day and the language is almost identical to how much meat they were 

supposed to get in terms of lambs for households. At the Passover phrase, in chapter 12 verse 4, 

almost identical to verse 16. 

 

And in our chapter because God was providing individual salvation at the Passover. Yes. General 

salvation for his people. But he wanted each of them to take it personally because he was saving 

each of them personally. Well, God gave the Israelites in the wilderness individual provision As 

much as each one of them personally needed for every single day and so he doesn't just say, take 

some mana and put it in a jar. 

 

He says take an over and he says that three times. Just like the language of being kept. Now 

appears three times in our passage, He uses the word Omer, he reminds them that it's an Omer that's 

going to be put in there three times so that they wouldn't just remember that. 

 

God. Provided for his people opposite. What they deserved but that he provided personally 

individually for each one of them because he wants you to take your part personally and say well 

who's your worship leader at Hopewell? You get that sometimes You want to be cheeky, you say Jesus. 

Well if you want to be theologically, ultimately correct. 



 

You say Jesus? Or you say, well, the elders are the worship leaders because that's him, God is 

appointed. But who's the worship team? It is every single one of us, you know, when he talks about 

women and first Corinthians 11, praying and prophesying, you know, they feminists and feminizers. 

 

So I see women led in prayer and prophesying. And well, there's a problem with that. In chapter 14 

they weren't you know, they were supposed to keep silent in church if they had a question asked 

their husband at home. But later in that same chapter and first Corinthians 11, he says, is often 

as you eat the bread and drink the cup, you show forth the Lord's death until he comes. 

 

And one of the things he says in chapter 14 as that the reason that worship was to be conducted in 

a known tongue is so that everyone who wasn't leading could act the end of it, say the amen and say 

it with a good will and especially in the singing. 

 

Haven't we learned Ephesians 5 and Colossians 3. We've got a room full of profitesses over there. 

And yeah, go ahead report it to the Presbytery. I would love to be brought up on charges so that we 

could discuss the glorious nature of biblical worship because I submit to the two-year-old. 

 

Who knows the Psalm when we're singing Psalms and hymns and spiritual songs. 

 

You are personally called, by God, personally, saved by God, personally, used by God. And that's 

the point of the measure of the Omer. 0.484 gallons, right? If you do the math on that. So Since 

God has given us ways of remembering His grace, Let us make use of those ways. 

 

And when we use them, dwell upon His grace, don't just do your personal worship, or your family 

worship, or your praying, or your public worship in kind of a perfunctory, like a robotic manner. 

Just not thinking about it, not feeling, not interacting with God, He's given it to you. 

 

To remember, So be mindful of him and his grace as you come to Him through that grace, But don't 

just be mindful and genuine and sincere and zealous in your worship. Take it all personally Not how 

personal his salvation is of you. And His use is of you and His provision is for you so that we 

will take his grace not only as being perfectly true. 

 

But as also as being intensely personal between him and each one of ourselves. Let's pray. Thank 

you. Lord, for this portion of your word. Thank you for showing us how much you wanted the 

Israelites to be, remembering your grace and taking it personally, Thank you for the knowledge that 

you have also ordered our worship and our life in a way that shows us. 

 

You want us to remember your grace? And you want us to take it personally And so grant the work of 

your spirit to apply to us. What? We've heard from your work that we would live in remembrance and 

response to your grace and that we would take it personally for. 

 

We ask it in Jesus name, Amen. 


