Acts 21:17-36

The Coming Kingdom: Sermon Notes

A Heartwarming Homecoming

Acts 21:17-18 (ESV) When we had come to Jerusalem, the brothers received us gladly. * On the
following day Paul went in with us to James, and all the elders were present.

Romans 15:24-26 (ESV) | hope to see you in passing as | go to Spain, and to be helped on my
journey there by you, once | have enjoyed your company for a while. 2% At present, however, |
am going to Jerusalem bringing aid to the saints. 26 For Macedonia and Achaia have been
pleased to make some contribution for the poor among the saints at Jerusalem.

Acts 21:19-20 (ESV) After greeting them, he related one by one the things that God had done
among the Gentiles through his ministry. 2° And when they heard it, they glorified God.

A Kingdom Calling

Vs 20-21. And they said to him, “You see, brother, how many thousands there are among the
Jews of those who have believed. They are all zealous for the law, and they have been told
about you that you teach all the Jews who are among the Gentiles to forsake Moses, telling
them not to circumcise their children or walk according to our customs.

1 Corinthians 9:19-21 (ESV) For though | am free from all, | have made myself a servant to all,
that | might win more of them. 2°To the Jews | became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those
under the law | became as one under the law (though not being myself under the law) that |
might win those under the law. 21 To those outside the law | became as one outside the law (not
being outside the law of God but under the law of Christ) that | might win those outside the law.

Acts 21:25 (ESV) But as for the Gentiles who have believed, we have sent a letter with our
judgment that they should abstain from what has been sacrificed to idols, and from blood, and
from what has been strangled, and from sexual immorality.

Romans 9:2—-3 (ESV) | have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3For | could wish
that | myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, my kinsmen
according to the flesh.



A Kingdom Identity

Acts 21:27-29 (ESV) When the seven days were almost completed, the Jews from Asia, seeirfg
him in the temple, stirred up the whole crowd and laid hands on him, 2 crying out, “Men of
Israel, help! This is the man who is teaching everyone everywhere against the people and the
law and this place. Moreover, he even brought Greeks into the temple and has defiled this holy
place.” # For they had previously seen Trophimus the Ephesian with him in the city, and they
supposed that Paul had brought him into the temple.

Acts 21:30-31 (ESV) Then all the city was stirred up, and the people ran together. They seized
Paul and dragged him out of the temple, and at once the gates were shut. 3 And as they were
seeking to kill him, word ¢came to the tribune of the.cohort that all Jerusalem was in confusion.

Acts 20:24 (ESV) But | do not account my life of any value nor as precious to myself, if only | may
finish my course and the ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of
the grace of God.

Galatians 2:20 (ESV) | have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer | who live, but Christ who
lives in me. And the life | now live in the flesh | live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and
gave himself for me.

A Kingdom Vision

Acts 21:33—-34 (ESV) Then the tribune came up and arrested him and ordered him to be bound
with two chains. He inquired who he was and what he had done. 34 Some in the crowd were
shouting one thing, some another. And as he could not learn the facts because of the uproar, he
ordered him to be brought into the barracks.

Acts 21:35-36 (ESV) And when he came to the steps, he was actually carried by the soldiers
because of the violence of the crowd, 3¢ for the mob of the people followed, crying out, “Away
with him!”

Philippians 1:12—14 (ESV) | want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has
really served to advance the gosp'el, B350 that it has become known throughout the whole
imperial guard and to all the rest that my imprisonment is for Christ. ** And most of the
brothers, having become confident in the Lord by my imprisonment, are much more bold to
speak the word without fear.



