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I The Definition

a. Physical Persecution

Luke 21:10-12 “Then said he unto them, Nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against

kingdom: -~ And great earthquakes shall be in divers places, and famines, and pestilences; and fearful sights
and great signs shall there be from heaven. = But before all these, they shall lay their hands on you, and
persecute you, delivering you up to the synagogues, and into prisons, being brought before kings and rulers
for my name's sake.”

2 Corinthians 11:23-30 “Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak as a fool) I am more; in labors more
abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths oft. - Of the Jews five times
received I forty stripes save one. =’ Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered
shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep; “” In journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of
robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the
wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren; -’ In weariness and painfulness, in watchings
often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness. “° Beside those things that are without,
that which cometh upon me daily, the care of all the churches. -~ Who is weak, and I am not weak? who is
offended, and I burn not? " If I must needs glory, I will glory of the things which concern mine

infirmities. ”

John 16:1-2 “These things have I spoken unto you, that ye should not be offended. © They shall put you out
of the synagogues: yea, the time cometh, that whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth God service.”

b. Verbal Persecution

1. Reviling is Verbal Persecution

Mark 15:32 “Let Christ the King of Israel descend now from the cross, that we may see and believe. And
they that were crucified with him reviled him.”

2. Slandering is Verbal Persecution

Romans 3:8 “And not rather, (as we be slanderously reported, and as some affirm that we say,) Let us do
evil, that good may come? whose damnation is just.”

John 8:48 “Then answered the Jews, and said unto him, Say we not well that thou art a Samaritan, and hast a
devil?”

Psalm 35:11 “False witnesses did rise up; they laid to my charge things that I knew not.”
II. The Command

I11. The Promise

a. The Promise of the Kingdom of Heaven




1. We are Promised Present Blessings

2. We are Promised Millennial Blessings

Revelation 20:1-4 “And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit and a
great chain in his hand. ~ And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and
bound him a thousand years, *~ And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon
him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled: and after that he
must be loosed a little season. * And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto
them: and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and
which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their foreheads,
or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years. ”

3. We are Promised Eternal Blessings

John 10:27-29 “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: “° And I give unto them
eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand. =~ My Father,
which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand.”

b. The Promise of Reward

IV. The Encouragement

2 Chronicles 36:16 “But they mocked the messengers of God, and despised his words, and misused his
prophets, until the wrath of the LORD arose against his people, till there was no remedy.”

Nehemiah 9:26 “Nevertheless they were disobedient, and rebelled against thee, and cast thy law behind their
backs, and slew thy prophets which testified against them to turn them to thee, and they wrought great
provocations.”

Matthew 23:37 “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto
thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens
under her wings, and ye would not!”

V. The Application



