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Introduction: God’s Devotion to Our Growth in Faith
The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” And the Lord said, “If you had faith like a grain of mustard seed, you could say
to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you. (Luke 15:5-6)

What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, as the Lord assigned to each. I planted, Apollos
watered, but God gave the growth. So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth.
He who plants and he who waters are one, and each will receive his wages according to his labor. For we are God's fellow workers.
You are God's field, God's building. (1 Corinthians 3:5-9)

Living by faith:

For in it [the gospel] the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.”
(Romans 1:17)

I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by
faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. (Galatians 2:20)
Now it is evident that no one is justified before God by the law, for “The righteous shall live by faith.” (Galatians 3:11)

Peter’s Testimony . . . and Ours

And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to
completion at the day of Jesus Christ. (Philippians 1:6)

“Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you, that he might sift you like
wheat, but I have prayed for you that your faith may not fail. And when you have
turned again, strengthen your brothers.” Peter said to him, “Lord, I am ready to go
with you both to prison and to death.” Jesus said, “I tell you, Peter, the rooster will not
crow this day, until you deny three times that you know me.” (Luke 22:31-34)

Peter’s Journey to Stronger Faith
A. In the Gospels

1. Jesus calls Peter, and he immediately follows:
While walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon (who is called Peter) and Andrew his brother, casting a net into
the sea, for they were fishermen. And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” Immediately they left their
nets and followed him. (Matthew 4:18-20)

2. Peter sees Jesus’ power
And when Jesus entered Peter's house, he saw his mother-in-law lying sick with a fever. He touched her hand, and the fever left
her, and she rose and began to serve him (Matthew 8:14-15)

3. Dip #1: Peter and the disciples doubt Jesus’ power and care:
And when he got into the boat, his disciples followed him. And behold, there arose a great storm on the sea, so that the boat was
being swamped by the waves; but he was asleep. And they went and woke him, saying, “Save us, Lord; we are perishing.” And he
said to them, “Why are you afraid, O you of little faith?” Then he rose and rebuked the winds and the sea, and there was a great
calm. (Matthew 8:23-26)

4. Dip #2: Peter walks on water, but fears and falls:
And in the fourth watch of the night he came to them, walking on the sea. But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they
were terrified, and said, “It is a ghost!” and they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Take heart; it is I.
Do not be afraid.” And Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” He said, “Come.” So
Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water and came to Jesus. But when he saw the wind, he was afraid, and beginning to
sink he cried out, “Lord, save me.” Jesus immediately reached out his hand and took hold of him, saying to him, “O you of little
faith, why did you doubt?” (Matthew 14:25-31)

5. Peter confesses the truth about Jesus
Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?”
And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said to them, “But
who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed
are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. And I tell you, you are
Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. (Matthew 16:13-18)

6. Dip #3: Jesus rebukes Peter
From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief
priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far
be it from you, Lord! This shall never happen to you.” But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance
to me. For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.” Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone
would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. (Matthew 16:21-24)

7. Jesus is transfigured before Peter and the inner circle
And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James, and John his brother, and led them up a high mountain by themselves.
And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became white as light. (Matthew 17:1-2)

8. Dip #4: Peter and disciples couldn’t cast out a demon



And Jesus rebuked the demon, and it came out of him, and the boy was healed instantly. Then the disciples came to Jesus
privately and said, “Why could we not cast it out?” He said to them, “Because of your little faith. For truly, I say to you, if you have
faith like a grain of mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move, and nothing will be
impossible for you.” (Matthew 17:18-20)

9. Dip #5: Peter denies Jesus Christ
Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. And a servant girl came up to him and said, “You also were with Jesus the
Galilean.” But he denied it before them all, saying, “I do not know what you mean.” And when he went out to the entrance, another
servant girl saw him, and she said to the bystanders, “This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.” And again he denied it with an oath: “I
do not know the man.” After a little while the bystanders came up and said to Peter, “Certainly you too are one of them, for your
accent betrays you.” Then he began to invoke a curse on himself and to swear, “I do not know the man.” And immediately the
rooster crowed. And Peter remembered the saying of Jesus, “Before the rooster crows, you will deny me three times.” And he went
out and wept bitterly. (Matthew 26:69-75)

10. Peter is told about the resurrection
And he said to them, “Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen; he is not here. See the
place where they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going before you to Galilee. There you will see him, just as
he told you.” (Mark 16:6-7)
B. In the Book of Acts

1. Peter leads the Apostles as they find a replacement for Judas
In those days Peter stood up among the brothers (the company of persons was in all about 120) and said, “Brothers, the Scripture
had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke beforehand by the mouth of David concerning Judas, who became a guide to those
who arrested Jesus.  (Acts 1:15-16)

2. Peter preaches at Pentecost
But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them: “Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this
be known to you, and give ear to my words. . . this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God,
you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men.(Acts 2:14, 23)

3. Peter heals a lame beggar
But Peter said, “I have no silver and gold, but what I do have I give to you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and
walk!” And he took him by the right hand and raised him up, and immediately his feet and ankles were made strong. (Acts 3:6-7)

4. Peter stands and testifies before the Sandhedrin
And when they had set them in the midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do this?” Then Peter, filled with
the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, if we are being examined today concerning a good deed done to a
crippled man, by what means this man has been healed, let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel that by the
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead—by him this man is standing before you
well. This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has become the cornerstone. And there is salvation in no
one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.” (Acts 4:7-12)

5. God opens the kingdom to the Gentiles through Peter
And he became hungry and wanted something to eat, but while they were preparing it, he fell into a trance and saw the heavens
opened and something like a great sheet descending, being let down by its four corners upon the earth. In it were all kinds of
animals and reptiles and birds of the air. And there came a voice to him: “Rise, Peter; kill and eat.” (Acts 10:10-13)

6. God rescues a sleeping Peter from prison
Now when Herod was about to bring him out, on that very night, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two chains,
and sentries before the door were guarding the prison. And behold, an angel of the Lord stood next to him, and a light shone in
the cell. He struck Peter on the side and woke him, saying, “Get up quickly.” And the chains fell off his hands. (Acts 12:6-7)

7. Another dip: hypocrisy
But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he stood condemned. For before certain men came from
James, he was eating with the Gentiles; but when they came he drew back and separated himself, fearing the circumcision party.
And the rest of the Jews acted hypocritically along with him, so that even Barnabas was led astray by their hypocrisy. But when I
saw that their conduct was not in step with the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas before them all, “If you, though a Jew, live like
a Gentile and not like a Jew, how can you force the Gentiles to live like Jews?” (Galatians 2:11-14)

8. Peter’s ultimate fate
Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were young, you used to dress yourself and walk wherever you wanted, but when you are old,
you will stretch out your hands, and another will dress you and carry you where you do not want to go.” (This he said to show by
what kind of death he was to glorify God.) And after saying this he said to him, “Follow me.” (John 21:18-19)
Application

1. Trust the work God is doing in your life from your very first calling.
2. Don’t dwell on the dips.
3. Welcome the testing of your faith.

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a
living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading,
kept in heaven for you, who by God's power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. In
this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, so that the tested genuineness
of your faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and
honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe
in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your
souls. (1 Peter 1:3-9)


