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The prophet’s calling caused him great pain and sorrow. 

I. Jeremiah’s own lifestyle was to be an object lesson to the nation regarding what was 

to come. (v. 16:1-9) 

 

I. God once again promises a merciful return that will follow His judgment. (v. 16:10-) 

 

II. God contrasts the futility of trusting in human strength with the blessings of trusting 

in Him. (v. 17:5-8) 

Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the 

vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. 

“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; 

apart from me you can do nothing. (John 15:4-5) 

 

III. Human beings are not basically good; in reality, we are all totally depraved. (v. 17:9-

10, 1-4) 

Make sure there is no man or woman, clan or tribe among you today whose heart turns away 

from the LORD our God to go and worship the gods of those nations; make sure there is no root 

among you that produces such bitter poison. When such a person hears the words of this oath 

and they invoke a blessing on themselves, thinking, “I will be safe, even though I persist in 

going my own way,” they will bring disaster on the watered land as well as the dry. The LORD 

will never be willing to forgive them; his wrath and zeal will burn against them. All the curses 

written in this book will fall on them, and the LORD will blot out their names from under 

heaven. The LORD will single them out from all the tribes of Israel for disaster, according to all 

the curses of the covenant written in this Book of the Law. (Deuteronomy 29:18-21) 

 

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God… (Romans 3:23) 

For we have already made the charge that Jews and Gentiles alike are all under the power of sin. 

As it is written: 

“There is no one righteous, not even one; 
     there is no one who understands; 

    there is no one who seeks God. 

All have turned away, 

    they have together become worthless; 



there is no one who does good, 

    not even one.” (Romans 3:9b-12) 

 

Above all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing and following 

their own evil desires. They will say, “Where is this ‘coming’ he promised? Ever since our 

ancestors died, everything goes on as it has since the beginning of creation.” But they 

deliberately forget that long ago by God’s word the heavens came into being and the earth was 

formed out of water and by water. By these waters also the world of that time was deluged and 

destroyed. By the same word the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for 

the day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly. 

But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and 

a thousand years are like a day. The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some 

understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone 

to come to repentance. 

But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the 

elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything done in it will be laid bare. 

Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought 

to live holy and godly lives as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. That 

day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the 

heat. But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, 

where righteousness dwells. 

So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every effort to be found 

spotless, blameless and at peace with him. (2 Peter 3:3-14) 

 

IV. God also charges Judah for failing to keep the Sabbath as another reason they are to 

be judged. (v. 17:19-27) 

“Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your work, 

but the seventh day is a sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, neither 

you, nor your son or daughter, nor your male or female servant, nor your animals, nor any 

foreigner residing in your towns. For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the 

sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the 

Sabbath day and made it holy. (Exodus 20:8-11) 

 

For six days, work is to be done, but the seventh day shall be your holy day, a day of Sabbath 

rest to the Lord. Whoever does any work on it is to be put to death. (Exodus 35:2) 

 

“If you keep your feet from breaking the Sabbath 

    and from doing as you please on my holy day, 

if you call the Sabbath a delight 

    and the LORD’s holy day honorable, 

and if you honor it by not going your own way 

    and not doing as you please or speaking idle words, 

then you will find your joy in the LORD, 



    and I will cause you to ride in triumph on the heights of the land 

    and to feast on the inheritance of your father Jacob.” 

For the mouth of the LORD has spoken. (Isaiah 58:13-14) 

 

One Sabbath, when Jesus went to eat in the house of a prominent Pharisee, he was being 

carefully watched. There in front of him was a man suffering from abnormal swelling of his 

body. Jesus asked the Pharisees and experts in the law, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath or 

not?” But they remained silent. So taking hold of the man, he healed him and sent him on his 

way. 

Then he asked them, “If one of you has a child or an ox that falls into a well on the Sabbath day, 

will you not immediately pull it out?” And they had nothing to say. (Luke 14:1-6) 

 

Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what you eat or drink, or with regard to a religious 

festival, a New Moon celebration or a Sabbath day. (Colossians 2:16) 

 

V. A repentant response to God’s warnings could have led to a different future. (v. 18:1-

17) 

 

VI. Based on the people’s scornful response to God’s message, Jeremiah invokes even 

harsher imprecations upon them. (v. 18:18-23) 

 


