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Why?
Genesis 38

In His wisdom God preserved Genesis 38 for us, not as an
interruption to Joseph’s story, but as an essential development to

the larger metanarrative of the Scripture.

I. To Israel’s exile
to Egypt
II. To our presumption and

our despair

The church of God has great need of these examples. For
what would become of us? What hope would be left for us if
Peter had not denied Christ and all the apostles had not
taken offense at Him, and if Moses, Aaron and David had
not fallen? Therefore, God wanted to console sinners with
these examples and to say: “If you have fallen, return; for the
door of mercy is open to you. You, who are conscious of no
sin, do not be presumptuous; but both of you should trust in

my grace and mercy” - Martin Luther

I1I. To us to the glory of the
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